
“Explore Tucson” by Canyon 
View Elem en tary Gifted 5th  

Grade 
How Did Westward Expan sion  Sh ape Tucson ?



Explore Tucson: Students as Historians & Civic 
Th in kers
Good m orn in g everyon e! We are so excited to sh are a project  th at  h as let  
studen ts becom e h istor ian s an d civic th in k ers. Over  th e past  couple m on th s, 
studen ts h ave research ed Tucson ’s h istory, m et  with  site exper ts, an d created 
a m ult im edia tou r  for  th e public. We wan t  to sh ow you  h ow studen ts can  
m ak e h istory com e alive. 



Our Guiding Question - Naia

How did westward expansion shape Tucson? 
Our big quest ion  h elped gu ide all of ou r  research . We wan ted to k n ow h ow 
Tucson  grew, wh o was affected, an d wh y un derstan din g th at  h istory m at ters 
today. Th is quest ion  m ade us th in k  lik e real h istor ian s. 



What We Wanted To Do - Ivy

● Un derstan d h ow westward expan sion  m ade an  im pact  in  th e place th at  
we live

● Study real lan dm ark s an d organ izat ion s
● An alyze h istor ical eviden ce from  m ult iple sou rces
● Sh are wh at  we learn ed with  th e com m un ity
● In vite th e com m un ity to sh are th eir  th ough ts with  us

We wan ted to go beyon d just  readin g abou t  h istory. We becam e research ers, 
an alyzed pr im ary an d secon dary sources, an d th ough t  abou t  wh o was 
im pacted by past  decision s. Th en , we created ways for  th e com m un ity to 
in teract  with  an d learn  from  wh at  we discovered.



Where We Explored - Veda

● Mission  Garden  - In digen ous h istory, lan d, water , agr icu ltu re
● El Presidio San  Agust ín  - Borders, laws, Tucson  becom in g par t  of th e U.S.
● Hotel Con gress - Railroads, t ran spor tat ion , city growth
● Arizon a Min in g Associat ion  - Econ om y, n atu ral resourcdes, m igrat ion
● Arizon a History Museum  - Daily life, fam ilies, t ravel
● Tucson  Water  - System s, ch an ge, in teract ion

We each  pick ed a site an d studied it  deeply. We learn ed h ow th ese places 
con n ected to westward expan sion  an d h ow th ey sh aped th e city we live in  
today. Som e of u s even  covered two sites to tell a bigger  story. 



Becoming Historians - CeCe

● Collected pr im ary sources: ph otograph s, m aps, n ewspaper  clippin gs
● Exam in ed secon dary sources: m useum  exh ibits, ar t icles, presen tat ion s
● An alyzed perspect ives: wh o ben efit ted, wh o was affected
● Traced con n ect ion s: Th en  vs. n ow

We work ed lik e real h istor ian s. We look ed at  differen t  types of sou rces, 
th ough t  abou t  differen t  perspect ives, an d n ot iced h ow decision s from  th e 
past  st ill affect  Tucson  today. It  was really excit in g to see h ow U.S. h istory is 
con n ected to ou r  own  city. 



Systems Thinking - Abby 

● Lan d an d water  u se: ir r igat ion , farm in g, u rban  growth
● Tran spor tat ion : railroads, roads, tou r ism
● Econ om y: m in in g, h otels
● Com m un ity: Fam ilies, cu ltu re, public spaces

We learn ed th at  every decision  in  h istory con n ects to m ult iple system s in  
Tucson . For  exam ple, bu ildin g a railroad affected jobs, n eigh borh oods, an d 
t rade. Un derstan din g th ese con n ect ion s h elped us th in k  cr it ically abou t  h ow 
cit ies grow. 



What We Learned - Naia

● We realized th at  som e people’s stor ies are rem em bered wh ile oth ers m ay 
be forgot ten

● History isn ’t  ju st  th e past , it s st ill reflected in  ou r  city today
● We can  ask  quest ion s th at  h elp th e com m un ity m ak e fair  decision s.

We wan ted to sh are h ow th is project  ch an ged th e way we th in k  abou t  
Tucson . History becam e real wh en  we saw con n ect ion s between  th e past  an d 
ou r  lives today. 



How the Community Can Explore - Ivy

● We h ave placed a QR code at  each  site for  a public city tou r
● Each  QR code lin k s to a m ult im edia presen tat ion  with  ou r  h istor ical 

an alysis
● Th ere are also civic reflect ion  quest ion s for  th e com m un ity to en gage 

with  an d sh are th eir  th ough ts
● Th is is an  in teract ive exper ien ce for  fam ilies to do togeth er  

We created a tou r  th at  an yon e can  tak e, in  person  or  th rough  our  vir tual 
opt ion  on lin e. Each  stop h as h istor ical eviden ce, m u lt iple perspect ives, an d 
quest ion s to th in k  abou t . We wan t  everyon e to feel lik e th ey are learn in g 
h istory alon g with  us.



Asking the Community - Veda

● How sh ou ld Tucson  balan ce growth  an d preservin g h istory?
● Wh ose voices are m issin g from  our  city’s story?
● How can  we m ak e fair  decision s for  Tucson ’s fu tu re? 

We wrote an d in cluded civic quest ion s because h istory isn ’t  ju st  abou t  th e 
past , it s abou t  decision s today. We wan t  th e com m un ity to reflect  an d 
respon d, so th ey can  h elp sh ape Tucson  respon sibly. 



Our Project’s Impact - CeCe

● Studen ts becom e h istor ian s an d teach ers
● Com m un ity learn s abou t  Tucson  th rough  th e eyes of 5th  graders
● Con n ects local h istory to n at ion al an d global th em es
● En courages eth ical reason in g an d civic en gagem en t

Th is project  sh ows th at  studen ts can  m ak e a real differen ce. We’re n ot  ju st  
learn in g h istory, we are sh ar in g it , ask in g quest ion s, an d h elpin g th e 
com m un ity th in k  abou t  it s fu tu re. 



Explore Tucson! - Abby

● We h ope you  will h elp us spread th e word so people will tak e ou r  tou r  an d 
sh are th eir  exper ien ce th rough  civic reflect ion

Th an k  you  so m uch  for  let t in g us sh are ou r  project  with  your  today. We h ope 
people en joy explor in g Tucson ’s h istory an d reflect in g on  h ow th e city h as 
grown . Most  im por tan t ly, we h ope you  see h ow capable an d excited studen ts 
can  be wh en  given  th e ch an ce to th in k  lik e h istor ian s. 
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