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Would you like a response?

Mark

Stegeman

85 N. Sierra Vista Drive
Tucson

AZ

County Treasurer selection

I do not know most of the Treasurer candidates personally and so cannot say that
one clearly ranks ahead of the others. But | have two comments.

1) | have no knowledge of the Brian Johnson situation beyond what | have read in
the press, broadly defined. You surely know more. But Martin's alleged silence
through (apparently) months of egregious behavior by Johnson, who selected
Martin quickly after his own election, would cast a cloud over his appointment for {7
a substantial fraction of the community. Also, the Chief Deputy Treasurer
obviously has many opportunities to make connections and friends within that
office and among the wider community of treasurers, opportunities mostly
unavailable to the other candidates.

Finally, we all know that a strong slate of support from local elites provides no
assurance of independence and excellent job performance.

(2) | have known Sami Hamed for many years. | am confident that he would take
the job of Treasurer very seriously and appoint a deputy with the requisite
expertise and integrity. Sami showed commitment to the position by running for
Treasurer in the last cycle, opening himself to public scrutiny of his background.
He won 40% of the vote in the Democratic primary, without broad endorsements
from political or governmental elites or any faction of the Democratic Party. (He
did have endorsements from both business and lahor.) If he had won, then we
would surely not be facing the present situation. His level of public supportin a
county-wide vote should weigh in Sami's favor.

| am confident that you will consider this selection carefully and wish you well.

- Mark Stegeman

No

Page 11

















