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The deposition of SHERIFF CHRIS NANOS, noticed by 1 INDEX OF EXA"1INATION 

2 the Plaintiffs, was taken on December 11, 2025 1 from 
3 8:59 a.m. to 3:36 p.m., at the offices of Bosse 
.; Rollman PC, 3507 North Campbell Avenue, Suite 111, 

5 Tucson, Arizona 85719, before Cori A. Brickey, Arizona 

6 Certified Reporter No. 51030. 
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2 of lawful age, having been first duly sworn to testify 

3 to the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 

2 WITNESS: SHERIFF CHRIS NANOS 

3 EXA,\JINATION 
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Page 5 
1 don't talk over each other, so I will stop talking if 

2 you talk, and also I'd appreciate it if you'd wait to 

3 start talking until I'm done talking. 
4 truth in the case aforesaid, deposes and says in reply 4 Can we agree on that? 
5 to oral interrogatories propounded as follows, to wit: 5 A. Yes. 
6 DIRECT EXAMINATION 6 Q. The second rule is even in real life we say 
7 BY MR. SERBALIK: 
8 Q. Hi, Sheriff. As you know, I'm Steve 

9 Serbalik. I represent the plaintiffs in this 

10 case. Some of this stuff will be kind of repetitive, 

11 but I just want to make sure that the record is 
12 consistent. So there's some things that we talk about 

13 at the beginning of every deposition. 
14 First, I'm sure I know the answer to this, 

7 uh-huh or uh-uh. It makes for an unclear transcript, 
8 and it makes the court reporter's work harder. So if 

9 you say uh-huh or uh-uh in response to a question, I 
10 may ask you was that a yes, was that a no. 

11 Do you understand if I do that I'm not 

12 trying to suggest an answer, I'm just trying to make 

13 sure the record is clear? 
14 A. Yes. 

15 but have you ever been deposed before? 15 Q. Next, I'd like to proceed that if you answer 

16 A. I have. 16 a question, it would be fair for me and anybody else 
17 Q. When was your most recent deposition? 17 that reads the transcript to proceed with the 

18 A. A month, maybe, a little more than a month 18 understanding that you both heard the question and 

19 ago. 19 understood it; is that fair? 
20 Q. So even though it's relatively fresh, I am ' 20 A. Yes, fair. 
21 going to go over some ground rules for the deposition : 21 Q. And also on the same side, if you don't hear 

22 and just make sure that we have the same 

23 understanding. 
24 First is, of course, I'm going to ask 

25 questions. And it's critically important that we 

22 a question or you don't understand the question, 

23 please ask me to reask the question. I'd be happy to 
24 do so; okay? 

25 A. Yes. 
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File No. 75384 

Colville & Dippel, LLC 
www.ArizonaDepos.com 



Deposition of SHERIFF CHRIS NAN OS 
Cross vs Nanos Pages 6 .. 9 

Page 6 Page7 
1 Q. Next is, as you know, there's no judge here, 1 A. I just glance at it. Hopefully, not too 
2 so your attorney may lodge objections for the record. 2 long. 
3 This would be him saying something like form and 3 Q. And that's fine. And if you -- if something 

4 foundation. If this happens, unless he specifically 4 does come up, even if there's a question pending, as 

5 advises you to not answer the question, you'll then 5 long as you promise me that you're not going to be 

6 proceed to answer the question. 6 talking about the deposition or the question, based 

7 Do you understand? 7 off of your role and responsibilities, I'm perfectly 

8 A. Yes. 8 fine taking an immediate break; okay? 

9 Q. So you just pause, let him make whatever 9 A. Thanks. 

10 objection he needs to make, and then we'll move on 10 Q. So next, what did you do to prepare for --

11 after that. 11 also, the other thing about the conversations with 

12 A. Okay. 12 your attorneys. There may be times where I would ask 

13 Q. Next, you can ask for a break at any time, 13 you questions that would potentially elicit a response 

14 but if a question is pending, I will ask that you 14 about a communication that you had with your attorney. 

15 answer the question prior to taking a break; is that 15 If I do that, please don't tell me the 

16 fair? 16 content of your communication with the attorney. You 

17 A. It is fair. 17 can say, "I spoke about this with my attorney." I may 

18 Q. Also, I provide this courtesy to every 18 ask you when you spoke about it, the duration of the 

19 agency head we depose. Normally, we ask that people's 19 conversations or any documents that you reviewed, but 

20 cell phones are off or that if there's an 20 I will not be asking you and please do not provide me 

21 interruption, that doesn't happen. I understand your 21 with any information, no matter the question, about 

22 role and responsibility is unique. If there's 22 something that was a conversation with counsel. 

23 something like a shooting or anything else like that, 23 Do we have that understanding? 

24 we -- I'm perfectly fine, with an emergency, taking a 24 A. I'll do the best I can. 

25 break. 25 Q. What did you do to prepare for this 

Page 8 Page 9 
1 deposition? 1 been quite some time. 

2 A. I spoke with my attorney and went over some 2 Q. So it would be fair to say that you saw the 

3 various documents. 3 investigative reports essentially at the time of the 

4 Q. You also were here for the entirety of 4 discipline maybe months ago, but you didn't review 

5 yesterday's deposition? 5 them specifically to prepare for this deposition; is 

6 A. Yes, I was. 6 that fair? 

7 Q. How long were the meeting or meetings that 7 A. No, I did not. 

8 you had with your attorney? 8 Q. I do want to get some background in your 

9 A. An hour, I guess. I don't know. I mean, 9 history as a law enforcement officer. When were you 

10 you know, several meetings, so. 10 certified as a peace officer? 

11 Q. Okay. Several meetings. Do you know when 11 A. I started my career in January of 1976. 

12 those meetings were? 12 Q. Was that with Pima County? 

13 A. Over the period of the last few weeks. 13 A. No. That was in El Paso, as a police 

14 Q. And the total amount of time, you said, was 
i 14 officer in El Paso, Texas, to eight-and-a-half, nine 

15 about an hour? 15 years later I moved to Tucson and joined the Pima 

16 A. Yeah, probably. 16 County Sheriff's Department. That was fall of '83, 

17 Q. And I think you said that you reviewed some 17 yeah, and then started as a corrections officer. And 
18 documents. Do you remember what documents you 18 then about the, I think, summer or fall of '84, I 

19 reviewed? 19 transferred over to deputy. 

20 A. My -- what do you guys call it? A draft of 20 Q. And then I know there's probably a ton, but 

21 some sort. I don't know what your term is, but my 21 what positions did you hold as a sworn member of the 

22 declarant, I think, is what you used. I reviewed 22 Pima County Sheriffs Department? 

23 that. I reviewed the letter of reprimand. I 23 A. Just about all of them. There's a ton. I 

24 reviewed -- pretty much -- that's pretty much it. I 24 worked patrol, probably worked patrol overall for a 
25 mean, I've seen some of the investigative reports but 25 little over 10 years. Worked criminal investigations 
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for sex crimes, homicide, narcotics, special 1 with that. 

investigations, internal affairs. Probably a little 2 Q. And then when did you become the sheriff? 

over 20 years in investigations. 3 A. Oh, man. 2015, I was appointed sheriff by 

And then, of course, started moving up in 4 the board of supervisors. And then in 2016, I lost an 

rank command positions as the lieutenant for just 5 election. 2020, I came back and won an election. And 

various district stations. Criminal investigations 6 then •· so really from January 2021, to today I've 

division commander, internal affairs commander, jail. 7 been the sheriff. 

Pretty much every corner of this department I've 8 Q. With some prior experience before that? 

worked in. 9 A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I am always specifically interested in 10 Q. What did you do in the interim? Were you 

people's experience in internal affairs, so if you can 11 still with the sheriff's department? 

give me some more information on what positions you 12 A. No. I did a lot of non-profit stuff. 

held in internal affairs. 13 Q. Have you ever received discipline as a law 

A. I -- over -- well, in internal affairs I was 14 enforcement officer? 

the commander in charge of all the investigative 15 A. Yes. 

efforts that were done. That was from 2003, to about 16 Q. What is the nature or extent of the 

2005, I think, maybe -6, right in that time frame. 17 discipline that you received? 

Q. And I don't want to make this a memory 18 A. Primarily, it would have been like -- I'm 

contest, so I think I'm asking a fair question here. 19 not a very good driver. 

When you were in internal affairs, that predated the 20 Q. Okay. 

Peace Officer's Bill of Rights; is that correct? 21 A. So I had a lot of car accidents so, you 

A. Yes, I'm pretty sure it did. 22 know, letter for this or documented verbal for that. 

Q. I'm pretty sure it did, too. But it wasn't 23 Q. Did you ever receive a discipline that rose 

meant to be -- 24 to the level of suspension? 

A. I don't know that, but yes, I would agree 25 A. No. 

Page 12 Page 13 
Q. What would you say your understanding is of 1 that I'm not intending at all to be offensive with 

the Arizona Peace Officer's Bill of Rights? Would you 2 this question. There's just some interesting 

consider yourself familiar with the POBR? 3 deposition testimony in a sister county in Maricopa 

A. I don't know what you mean by "familiar." I 4 back in the day with Sheriff Arpaio, where -- so 

know they exist. I know they exist for the purpose of 5 that's kind of what prompts this question, so please 

protecting rights of employees under investigations, 6 don't think that this is insulting. 

particularly internal matters. 7 A. Don't compare me to Joe Arpaio and we'll be 
Q. Did you review the Peace Officer's Bill of 8 fine. 

9 Rights when you were considering the investigations 9 Q. Well, I'm not going to, and I think you may 

10 and disciplinary actions against Sergeant Cross? 10 be very different than him in this, but that's the 

11 A. No. 11 basis for the reason why I'm asking this question. 

12 Q. When was the last time, prior to those 12 Do you consider yourself to be still in 

13 disciplinary investigations, that you reviewed the 13 control of the day-to-day operations of the sheriffs 

14 Peace Officer's Bill of Rights? 14 department? 

15 A. I don't know that I've ever really reviewed 15 A. Absolutely. 

16 them. I get briefed on a case, and if that's a ' 16 Q. It's not like you delegated your control to 

17 question that comes up, it's addressed. But I depend ' 17 your chief deputy? 

18 on others, too. 18 A. No. 

19 For example, the commander of the internal 19 Q. You're still --

20 affairs division ought to know what those are and how 20 A. No. I guess the word control is where we're 

21 they apply. They may share with me their opinions on '21 at. For me, I delegate certain functions of the 

22 certain things, "they" being that commander or anyone ; 22 organization for others to deal with and handle and 

23 else in the chain of internal affairs. And I can 23 work with, and do it with an expectation that should 

24 either agree or disagree depending on what that was. 24 they believe that they're caught up with something or 

25 Q. I have a question to ask, and I promise you 25 need help with something, they will bring it back to 
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