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*= Mandatory, information must be provided 

Click or tap the boxes to enter text. If not applicable, indicate "N/ A". 

*Title: 

Investment in Renovating Emerge's Emergency Shelter 

*Introduction/Background: 

At its August 10, 2021 meeting the Pima County Board of Supervisors approved a spending plan of American Rescue Plan 

Act (ARPA) and Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery Fund {CLFRF) monies. Included in the Public Health spending plan are 

monies to provide capital investments to address primary and secondary effects of the pandemic, including domestic 

violence {DV) response. 

*Discussion: 

COVID has had a particularly devastating impact on victims of domestic violence. Incidents of abuse have risen as stay­

at-home recommendations have been in place while the ability to reach out for help has become more difficult due to 

COVID safety protocols such as social distancing, quarantine and isolation. The current emergency shelter facility is 

designed for a communal living model. With the emergence of COVID, the region's domestic violence shelter was 

required to shift from the use of its own shelter to purchasing hotel room blocks which increased operational costs 

exponentially. An opportunity has arisen to partner with the Connie Hillman Foundation, the City of Tucson and Emerge 

to remodel Emerge's existing facility to not only expand capacity but also accommodate non-congregate living. 

*Conclusion: 

Renovation of the existing emergency shelter for domestic violence victims and their children will expand capacity while 

protecting this vulnerable population from contracting the very dangerous COVID virus. 

*Recommendation: 

Pima County Behavioral Health Department recommends approval of $1,000,000 of the Public Health spend plan 

allocation to partner with our community stakeholders to remodel Emerge Center Against Domestic Abuse's existing 

facility to expand safe, non-congregate emergency shelter spaces for families and their children experiencing domestic 

violence. 

*Fiscal Impact: 

The proposed renovations would cost $1,000,000 and paid for from the County's ARPA/CLFRF funding allocation. 

*Board of Supervisor District: 
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Department: Behavioral Health 

Contact: Molly Hilber 
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