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Title: Fill the Gap 

I ntrod uction/Bac kg round: 

In 1999, "fill-the-gap" legislation was passed (Arizona Revised Statutes Section 41-2421) to provide supplementary 
funding for com1s, county attorneys, county public defenders and Attorney General to improve criminal case 
processing and enforcement of court orders. 

Discussion: 

This legislation requires counties to set aside five (5) percent of revenues (excluding child support, restitution and 
exonerated bonds) collected by the superior and justice courts. If total court collections in fiscal year 2019-2020 
exceed the amount collected in the base fiscal year of 1997-1998 of $11,727,133.30, this set-aside amount is 
distributed to the courts and County ofiices according to a statutory allocation. 

Conclusion: 

If the Board of Supervisors certifies that revenues in fiscal year 2019-20 exceeded base-year revenues, the funds are 
allocated pursuant to A.R.S. §41-2421 to provide supplementary funding. 

Recommendation: 

It is recommended that the Board approve the annual certification as legislated by A.R.S. §41-2421 that total revenues 
collected by superior and justice courts in fiscal year 2019-2020 exceeded total revenues collected in the base year by 
$10,629,843.40. Upon certification, the set-aside amount of $1,141,946.40 shall be transferred to the Local Courts 
Assistance Fund pursuant to A.R.S. §41-2421. 

Fiscal Impact: 
IF APPROVED: 

The five (5) percent set-aside amount of $1,141,946.40 shall be transferred pursuant to A.R.S. §41-2421. 

IF DENIED: 

The five (5) percent set-aside amount will revert to the courts and otherwise distributed. 
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