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Questions about ballot and election integrity have plagued Tucson and Pima cour .• 1 tor years. Bat faf 1y, if ever, have mere been 
such obvious flaws in an election mailing which could lead to the tainting of the vote. 

The all-mail ballots in the current City of Tucson elections are the case in point. There are three opportunities, based on the way thE;! 
ballots and the envelopes were designed, that represent significant chances, in our view as a party, for tampering. Democrats I've · 
spoken with also expressed concern, one using the word, "outrageous." And he's right. 

Here's what's going on: the envelope containing the ballots feature a window which shows through to the inside print revealing the 
party registration (Democrat, Republican, Green, etc.) of the recipient. This could easily be a temptation to any of those who are 
processing the mail to tamper with those ballots for partisan purposes. 

It would be a simple matter for someone favoring Ed Ackerley or Regina Romero, or for or against prop 205, or for or against any 
particular City Council nominee, if they thought an envelope contained a vote counter their preference, to make that ballot 
disappear. 

I called City Clerk Roger Randolph's office as soon as ballots were delivered and spoke to Suzanne Mesich, the Assistant City 
Clerk. She said, "You've got a point. That's not right." 
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The second questionable issue arises when the ballot envelope is opened at the city elections office. Election workers have signed 
affidavit envelopes with the party preference right in front of them. This is a second opportunity for tampering with or destroying the 
ballot based on possible levels of partisanship. 

If the ballot survives both of these hurdles, there's a third problem relating to the worker who's tasked with the responsibility of 
verifying the signature, which has to be done to get the ballot authenticated as coming from the appropriate voter. That worker has 
to make a value judgment as to whether the signature matches the records maintained by the Pima County Recorder, F Ann 
Rodriguez. Signature verification in city elections is handled by the county recorder, as that office maintains the voter rolls and 
baseline signatures for all voters in Pima County. Signatures can and do vary over time. By and large, people vote in accordance 
with their party registration. So here is another opportunity for someone to handle that ballot inappropriately. Making an objective 
judgment on the validity of a signature with the knowledge of the voter's party preference is, in my view, difficult, if not impossible. 
This makes the voting system in the City of Tucson look potentially rigged and liable for abuse. 

These design, construction and procedural errors lower my confidence, and that of others I've spoken with, in the integrity of Tucson 
elections. 

I've written to Randolph about these shortcomings. That letter puts the Republican Party on record as objecting to the envelopes 
and mailing system currently in use. Moreover, we asked that party preference by removed from future ballot packages and that an 
investigation into how this happened be undertaken.b. Finally, if we find sufficient reason to believe any of these errors have 
fostered vote suppression or fraud, we reserve the right to act to nullify this city of Tucson election. 

A last anomaly is that, on the ballots I've personally seen, the ballot positions don't all have the same party sequence. They're not 
listed alphabetically either by name or party, and although second and third positions may vary, the candidates for Mayor and 
Council - Wards 1, 2 and 4, all have the Democrat listed first. 

I leave you with one thought: Any notion that your ballot is secret in Tucson is pure fantasy. 
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CJTYCLERK 
CITY OF TUCSON 
P.O. BOX 2031 
TUCSON AZ. 85702-2031 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

OFFICIAL VOTING MATERIALS 

Return Ballot By: 10-30-2019 
Retomar Antes de: 
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General 11-05-2019 

City of Tucson Application & Affidavit for Ballot 

I declare the following under penalty of perjury: I am a 
registered voter in Pima County Arizona and the City of 
Tucson, that I am registered in the ward and precinct 
indicated on this affidavit, and that I reside at the 
address indicated on this affidavit, in which I claim the 
right to vot~ for (30) days next proceeding the election. 
I have not previously voted in this election. I understand 
that knowingly voting more than once in any election 

273202880'51 
PCT: 218 WARD: 04 PTY: REP VOTE PTY: REP VA:. 218-4 

is a Class 5 felony and I voted the enclosed ballot and 
signed this affidavit personally unless noted below. 

If the voter was assisted by another person in marking the ballot, complete 
the following: 

I declare the following under penalty of perjury: At the registered voter's request I 
assisted the voter identified in this affidavit with marking the voter's ballot. I marked 
the ballot as directly instructed by the voter. J provided the assistance because the 
voter was physically unable to mark the ballot solely due to illness, injury or physical 
'imitation and I understand that there is no power of attorney for voting and that the 
1oter must be able to make the voter's selection even if the voter cannot physically 
nark the ballot. 

~ame of Voter Assistant _______________ _ 

lddress of Voter Assistant-------------- -

SIGN HERE - FIRME AQU{ 

SIGNATURE / ARMA DAJE/ FEalA 

____________ Daytime ... needed1D 
contact you regan1lng any problem with your signatln/ballot Ntimero de tBlefono 

necesario para ponerse en contacto con usted en refetencia a CtJ8/quier problerna con 
SU firma I boleta. 

BALLOT WILL NOT BE COUNTED WITHOUT YOUR SIGNATURE 
LA BOLETA NO SE CONTARA SIN SU FIRMA 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: Affidavit of City Cieri( • Pursuant to 1he Tucson Code. I have 
verified the identity of the voter or have verified the signature of the voter from the 
voter's registration affidavit 

Identity Verified D Signature Verified D 
See the back of this page for Spanish translation. 

Vea el reverso de esta pagina para traducci6n en espaftol. 
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