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Requested Board Meeting Date: February 5, 2019

Title: Proposed Amendments of Pima County Code, Title 13 Public Services code, Division il - Sewers,
" Chapters 13.28 - Mt. Lemmon Sewer Connections and 13.32 - Mt. Lemmon User Fee Surcharges

Introduction/Background:

The Regional Wastewater Reclamation Department (RWRD) is proposing amendments to the Pima County
Code (PCC) for Mt. Lemmon, specifically Chapters 13.28 - Mt. Lemmon Sewer Connections and 13.32 -
Mt. Lemmon User Fee Surcharges. The Chapters that govern Mt. Lemmon sewer connections and
conservation surcharges were established in 1982 with the construction of the current Mt. Lemmon Water
Reclamation Facility (WRF) in Summerhaven. The PCC was updated in 2004, post Aspen Fire, based on
the County's renewal of the contract with the United States Forest Service (USFS) to operate the discharge
spray field. RWRD currently serves 32 parcels in Summerhaven with limited additional connections based
on the permitted capacity (not to exceed a monthly average 12,500 gallons per day, or 17,000 gallons in
any one day, or a total limit of 77 connections).

The proposed revisions will remove the historic elements that once served to reestablish the devastated
community after the 2003 Aspen Fire and bring the service area procedures into alignment with the rest of
the County served by RWRD. The revisions will also remove references to low flow plumbing fixtures,
emphasize the threshold for limited capacity available based on the USFS permit, and includes the
proposal to sunset the Standby Status for connections.

Discussion;

The historic requirements and moratorium for connections, and the obsolete special requirements created
post Aspen Fire have been removed from Chapter 13.28. These elements of the PCC were once important
as the community transitioned from septic to sewer in the early 1980s and again assisted in the recovery
from the devastation of the Aspen Fire. In their place is a proposal to align this thriving community's
construction and connection process with the existing requirements in Chapter 13.20 - Construction,
Connections, and Fees, which are applicable to the regional wastewater system.

In Chapter 13.32, the requirements for low flow plumbing fixtures that were innovative over 30 years ago
are now surpassed by the minimum industry standards. RWRD proposes that all sewer users be
considered compliant with current conservation standards, based on use of low flow fixtures, and proposes
to remove the extra charges for non-compliance. All sewer users will be billed the Conservation Surcharge
only when exceeding four (4) Hundred-cubic-feet (CCF) for residential and 40 CCF for commercial, instead
of two (2) CCF and 20 CCF respectively.

In alignment with sufficient available capacity at the WRF, a proposal to sunset the Standby Status for
connections is relevant. From the original 47 connections prior to the Fire, only 32 parcels currently rely on
the sewer system for service. There are five (5) customers on the standby list and the sunset date of June
30, 2023 provides over four (4) years for those customers to complete their connections to the sewer
system.

RWRD staff and the Regional Wastewater Reclamation Advisory Committee (RWRAC) have organized and
held the following meetings to ensure stakeholders and consumers had the opportunity to provide
meaningful input into this process. Meetings were advertised and held in the following order:

- Stakeholders' presentation at the Mt. Lemmon HOA meeting posted in Featured News on the PCRWRD



Home Page, Monday, October 15, 2018

- Stakeholders' presentation at the Mt. Lemmon HOA meeting posted on Mt. Lemmon HOA's Nextdoor
App, Tuesday, October 16, 2018

- Stakeholders' presentation on Mt. Lemmon, Saturday, October 20, 2018

- Public Meeting posted in Featured News on the PCRWRD Home Page, Monday, October 29, 2018

- Public Meeting posted on Mt. Lemmon HOA's Nextdoor App, Tuesday, October 30, 2018

- Public Meeting was held by the RWRAC at the Kirk-Bear Canyon Library, Thursday, November 15,
2018.

On November 15, 2018, the RWRAC voted six (6) to one (1), with one (1) member abstaining, in favor of
providing a recommendation to the Board of Supervisors to adopt the amendments.

An additional Stakeholders' presentation was held by Supervisor Christy at the Board of Supervisor's
Hearing Room, Monday, January 14, 2019.

Conclusion:

The requested revisions to Chapters 13.28 and 13.32 are comprehensive updates that align the sewer
users of Summerhaven with the remainder of the County, eliminate historic narratives and low flow fixture
requirements, sunset the Standby Status within the next four (4) years, and raise the threshold for the
Conservation Surcharge for all users.

Recommendation:

Recommend that the Board of Supervisors approve and adopt Pima County Ordinance 2019-
revising Pima County Public Services Code, Title 13, Division I, Chapter 13.28 - Mt. Lemmon Sewer
Connections and Chapter 13.32 - Mt. Lemmon User Fee Surcharges.

Fiscal Impact:
There will be no fiscal impact created from the proposed changes to the PCC.
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ORDINANCE 2019-

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF
SUPERVISORS OF PIMA COUNTY, ARIZONA,
RELATING TO SEWER USER FEE SURCHARGES
APPLICABLE TO MT. LEMMON RESIDENTS;
AMENDING THE PIMA COUNTY CODE BY
AMENDING CHAPTER 1332 (MT. LEMMON
CONSERVATION FEES)

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF PIMA COUNTY,
ARIZONA:

SECTION 1. Pima County Code Chapter 13.32 is amended as follows:

Chapter 13.32 - MT. LEMMON CONSERVAHON-FEESUSER FEE SURCHARGES

13.32.005 — Applicability.

The provisions of this Chapter apply only to Users connected to the Mt. Lemmon Public
Sewerage System.

13.32.010 - Definitions.

Unless an alternate definition is provided in this Chapter, the definitions of Chapter 13.20 —
Sanitary Sewer Construction, Connection, and Fees and 13.24 — Sanitary Sewer User Fees are
incorporated herein by reference. For the purposes of this eChapter:

A. “Conservation Surcharge” means a monthly surcharge, in addition to the Chapter 13.24
User Fee! charged to Users to Qrowde an incentive for water conservatlo ﬂeemmema#

B. "Daily Fflow Rrate" means the average of the daily flow rates-volume of each day in a
month as measured at the treatment plant_discharge. This Ddaily Fflow Rrate shall not

exceed twelve-theusand-five-hundred—gaHens-perdaythe limit provided in the Forest
Service Special Use Permit.

C. “Summerhaven” means the unmcoggorated community located on Mt. Lemmon
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K. "Water system" means the source of water and all facilities for collecting, producing,
conditioning, storing or distributing water directly for all purposes except plant or crop
irrigation, which includes, but is not limited to the following uses: drinking, or
production, processing, storing, handling, serving or transportation of food or drink or
washing of related utensils, equipment or food-contact surfaces, or bathing, or oral or
sanitary hygiene, washing of clothes or dishes.

13.32.015 — Inclusion by Reference

A. Unless specifically modified in this Chapter, the provisions of Chapter 13.20 — Sanitary

Sewer Construction, Connection, and Fees apply to all connections to the SCS within
Summerhaven.

B. Unless specifically modified in this Chapter, the provisions of Chapter 13.24 — Sanitary
Sewer User Fees apply to all Wastewater customers within Summerhaven.

13.32.020 - Mt. Lemmon Sewer User FeesGenservation-and-standby-charges.

All persons connected to the SCS in Summerhaven will pay Sewer User Fees as required by
Chapter 13.24 except Users will be billed based on monthly billed water volume rather than
Winter Quarter Averaging.
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13.32.030 — Conservation Surcharge.

In addition to the Sewer User Fee due pursuant to Chapter 13.24, all Users connected to
the SCS must pay a monthly Conservation Surcharge. Conservation Surcharges support the
unique environment on Mt. Lemmon by encouraging sustainable water use. Conservation
Surcharges are listed in 13.32.060 Table 1, Schedules A and B.

Table13.32.020
RATEAND-CHARGE-SCHEDULE-13.32.060 — Conservation Surcharge Schedule.

Schedule A. Residential Conservation Surcharges-with-tow-flow-devices:

Monthly Metered Water Flow | Conservation Surcharge

0—4 CCFeef $0.00

Greater than 4 CCFeef Total flow minus 4 CCFecf times $6.00 per CCFect

Schedule B. Commercial/Industrial/Multi-family Conservation Surcharges-Residential-charges

Monthly Metered Water Flow | Monthly Conservation SurchargeCharge

0—40 CCF2¢¢tf $0.00

Greater than 40 CCF2-eef Total flow minus 40 CCF2-¢¢f times $6.00 per CCFeef
Monthly Metered Water Flow  Conservation Charge
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0—40-cet $0.00

020 ccf $0-00
Zoning-Designation Menthly-Standby-Charge
Property zoned-MLZ $1.50

Property zoned other than MLZ ~ $16.50

13.32.0740 - Discharge allocations.

A.

The County’s U.S. Forest Service permit to operate the Public Sewerage System limits

monthly average flow and daily maximum flow from the system. In the event that
wastewater flows to the sewerage system routinely exceed eighty-five percent of the

average daily flow rate limit, then a wastewater discharge allocation to each property
being or to be served shall be established by the Bboard of Ssupervisors. Allocation will
be based on each User’s water usage during the prior calendar year and will be
apportioned-shal-be-established to maintain an average daily flow of-wastewaterto
effluent from the Public Sewerage System-sewerage-system below twelve-thousand-five

hundred{12,500)-galensper-day the limit and to ensure that the maximum disposal rate
for treated wastewater WI|| not exceed the permitted dally maX|mum Arley—\,oﬂtaete\,L\,tev;eJE

ehsehaltgeef—amll—eeepsesran—ewmable-lea% The Count;g wil elepaﬁment—ehau prowde
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Uusers written notice of any allocations developed thirty (30) days before the date when
the allocations take effect.

B. As part of any discharge allocation determination, the Bboard of Ssupervisors shall
identify penalty charges for users who exceed this allocation, as well as maximum
discharge levels which warrant termination of service.

C. Avviolation of any wastewater discharge allocation so established shall be brought to the
attention of the Ddirector, who will initiateshaH-cause an investigation of the alleged
violation te-commence and willshaH institute an enforcement action consistent with the
Bboard of Ssupervisors' policy, if warranted. Any termination of service will only occur
after thirty (30) days' written notice, should violations continue.
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1324100  Deposits.
13241406 Useoftunds—Operating-expenses:
13.24120 Useof funds Bonded indebtedness.
1324140  Payment
13244606 Agreementssuperseded:

SECTION 2. This ordinance is effective 30 days after the date of adoption.
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PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors, Pima County, Arizona, this day
of , 2019,

Chairman, Pima County Board of Supervisors

ATTEST:

Clerk of the Board
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