Board of Supervisors Memorandum

August 7, 2018
Use of Pima County Attorney’s Anti-racketeering Funds for Outside Agency Requests
Introduction
On June 27, 2018, | directed a memorandum to the Board of Supervisors regarding
Addendum Item 10 on the June 19, 2018 Board of Supervisors Meeting regarding the use
of Anti-Racketeering Funds for a number of community agencies where the County’s private

attorney reviewed RICO funds and determined 17 agencies were not eligible.

Pending Outside Agency Requests

In January 2018, County Attorney Barbara LaWall submitted 50 applications from outside
agencies requesting use of monies from the Pima County Attorney’s Anti-Racketeering
(RICO) Funds. In accordance with Board of Supervisors Policy C 6.3, County Attorney
LaWall requested that these items be reviewed and placed on the Board of Supervisors
agenda of February 6, 2018 for approval. The Board asked that these requests be reviewed
by outside legal counsel and all were forwarded to Mr. J. Arthur Eaves for review and input.

In February 2018, Mr. Eaves found 33 of the requests to be consistent with RICO guidelines
and recommended approval of the funds requested by these agencies. Mr. Eaves suggested
that clarification be sought for the remaining 17 requests. In March 2018, County Attorney
LaWall responded to the Mr. Eaves, respectfully disagreeing with his assessment that
additional clarification is needed. In Mr. Eaves response to County Attorney LaWall, he noted
that he remained unconvinced and disagreed with her in an area in which the United States
Department of Justice has not provided concrete guidelines.

A spreadsheet is attached that lists the 17 pending requests, which total $70,500. A total
of 10 agencies receive no funding from Pima County from other sources. The requests from
these ten agencies total $38,000. The other seven agencies received a total of $3,890,728
in Fiscal Year 2017/18 and are budgeted to receive $3,103,160 in the Fiscal Year beginning
July 1, 2018.

Forensic Examinations

As noted in a March 14, 2018 letter to Mr. Eaves, strangulation can be one of the most
lethal forms of domestic violence and sexual assault. In past years, Pima County has
allocated funds and has worked with area providers fund the conduct of forensic interviews
and examinations needed to prosecute these crimes. Staff has been involved with the search
for additional funds to ensure the ongoing availability of the services and was pleased to
note that on March 27, 2018 Mr. Eaves opined that RICO funds are an appropriate source
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of support for forensic examinations and diagnosis of strangulation in potential domestic
violence victims.

Recommendation

In the attached Spreadsheet analysis, 10 agencies do not receive any other funds from the
County. The proposed County Attorney allocations to these agencies was $38,000. |
recommend these agencies apply for funding through the County’s Outside Agency Review
Committee to determine eligibility and whether the Committee recommends funding. If so,
appropriate County general funds will be allocated for this purpose.

I further recommend the total amount allocated to all 17 agencies, or $70,500, be made
available through the County Attorney from the County Attorney’s Anti-racketeering Fund
for forensics evaluation related to strangulation, domestic violence and sexual assault
incidents.

Sincerely,

C.

C.H. Huckelberry
County Administrator

CHH/anc - July b, 2018

Attachment

C: The Honorable Barbara LaWall, Pima County Attorney
Jan Lesher, Chief Deputy County Administrator
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