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MEMORANDUM

DATE: June 11, 2018
TO: Julie Castafieda, Clerk of the Board M
FROM: Richard Elias, District Five Supervisor

"REGARDING: Item for the June 19, 2018 agenda addendum

. Please add the following to the June 19, 2018 agenda addendum:

Resolution

A RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION’'S POLICY TO
SEPARATE CHILDREN FROM THEIR PARENTS AS IT MAXIMIZES PROSECUTION OF ALL
UNDOCUMENTED BORDER CROSSERS, REGARDLESS OF THEIR CIRCUMSTANCES.
(District 5)

Thank you




RESOLUTION NO.

A RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION’S POLICY TO
SEPARATE CHILDREN FROM THEIR PARENTS AS IT MAXIMIZES PROSECUTION OF
ALL UNDOCUMENTED BORDER CROSSERS, REGARDLESS OF THEIR
CIRCUMSTANCES

WHEREAS, the Trump administration’s Attorney General Jeff Sessions and Department
of Homeland Security Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen announced in early May a new “zero tolerance’
policy in which they sharply step up prosecution of undocumented border crossers, regardless
of the nature of each case and at the expense of separating children from their parents, and

)y

WHEREAS, the innocent children of detained undocumented border crossers are not
allowed in the adult detention facilities in which their parents are housed while awaiting trial on
federal charges and must be sent to relatives or into special programs for such children, and

WHEREAS, the Trump administration’s Justice and Homeland Security departments
already had separated more than 700 children from their parents from October 2017 until the
announcement of the crack-down, in some cases sending them thousands of miles apart, and

WHEREAS, between May 6 and May 10 Homeland Security detained 638 adults and
referred them for prosecution, forcing them to be separated from the 658 children who were with
them, and

WHEREAS, Sessions said “If you don’t want your child(ren) to be separated (from you)
then don’t bring them across the border illegally,” and

WHEREAS, members of the Trump administration have said they believe that their
family-separation policy is a way to deter families from trying to cross the border without
documentation, and

WHEREAS, there is overwhelming medical evidence that the separation of a young child
from his or her parent will have a devastating negative impact on the child’s well-being,
especially where there are other traumatic factors at work, and that this damage can be
permanent, and

WHEREAS, a growing population of children with trauma-related mental issues in an
environment lacking well-funded public services and institutional will for addressing serious
mental health concerns combined with the likelihood of poverty, creates an underclass of
human beings denied the services they need and the dignity they deserve, and

WHEREAS, the numbers of undocumented border crossers are at historic lows and a

growing percentage of these crossers are asylum-seekers fleeing violence, repression, and
abuse, and
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WHEREAS, adults fleeing to the United States seeking asylum or for any other reason
should be praised, not punished, for bringing their children with them, and

WHEREAS, the policy of previous Republican and Democratic administrations was to
release adults charged with undocumented entry while they were awaiting trial so they could
care for their children,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Pima County Board of Supervisors
hereby opposes the Trump administration’s inhumane and unjust “zero tolerance” policy of
indiscriminately prosecuting all undocumented border crossers, separating children from
parents to the severe detriment of all involved. As a first step, the Trump administration must
return to the previous policy of releasing adults awaiting trial to care for their children. As a
second step, we must support and develop the institutions and infrastructure to properly care for
and serve the adults and children fleeing violence, repression, and abuse.

Passed by the Board of Supervisors of Pima County, this day of , 2018.

Richard Elias, Chairman
Pima County Board of Supervisors

ATTEST: APPROV DAS FORM:

Julie Castarfieda, Clerk of the Board Nrelfew Flagg, Deputy County Attorney

20f 2



