
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AGENDA ITEM REPORT 

Requested Board Meeting Date: May 15th, 2018 _..e.___..;.._ _______ _ 

Title: Renaming the Loop in Honor of Chuck Huckelberry 

Introduction/Background: 

The conceptualization and creative implementation of "The Loop" has been under the continuous stewardship of 
Chuck Huckelberry in his roles as first, Director of the Pima County Department of Transportation and Flood Control 
District, and now, as nearly 25 years as Pima County Administrator. The ongoing role of Chuck Huckelberry in the 
creation of this unique regional asset warrants significant and ongoing recognition by the citizens of Pima County and 
this Board. 

Discussion: 

On April 13, 2018, the Pima County Parks and Recreation Commission voted and approved the renaming of the 
Loop in Honor of Mr. Huckelberry. Along with their approval, is a letter of support from the Pima County Loop 
Advisory Committee supporting that action. · 

Conclusion: 

As both the NRPR Commission and Loop Advisory Committee are in support of this renaming and represent the 
public interest of the Loop from a governing standpoint it is recommended that the Board follow their 
recommendations and rename the Loop in honor of Mr. Huckelberry. 

Recommendation: 

Staff recommends approving the resolution renaming the Loop "The Chuck Huckelberry Loop" 

Fiscal Impact: 

None 

Board of Supervisor District: 

01 02 03 04 05 1Z1 All 

Department: Natural Resources Parks and Recreation Telephone: 724-5000 -------------
Contact: Chris Cawein Telephone: 724-5000 

Department Director Signature/Date: a;;_.f-VL=(!_, ~---1-/_pt __ t_/~-----
Deputy County Administrator Signature/Date: === . 2> . r,~7,~f 
County Administrator Signature/Date: ____ ~~ .... .,L.~------------i. __ ·_ • ______ _ 



PIMA COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
3500 W. River Road, 
Tucson, AZ 85741 

April 13, 2018 

The Honorable Richard Elias, Chairman 
Pima County Board of Supervisors 
130 W Congress Street, 11th Floor 
Tucson, AZ 85701 

Dear Chairman Elias, 

~ 
19 

PIMA COUNTY 
NATURAL RESOURCES 
PARKS & RECREATION 

The Parks and Recreation Commission would like to lend its support to the proposal to rename The Loop in 
honor of Mr. Charles Huckelberry. 

As Mr. Huckelberry completes his 25th year as County Administrator and his 44th year with Pima County, 

we agree that it is appropriate to recommend that the Board of Supervisors recognize both his service and 

his vision by naming The Loop in his honor. Over the decades, Mr. Huckelberry has been involved with the 

project in his various roles with the County. From the time of the worst floods, in 1983, Mr. Huckelberry 

managed approximately $500 million in transportation and flood control capital improvements of what is 

now The Loop. He continued this critical work as Assistant County Manager for Public Works, and has 

persevered for 25 years, beginning 1993, when he was appointed County Administrator. It is through his 

vision that The Loop became a reality for all residents to enjoy. The 131-mile linear park, now complete, is 

one of the longest public recreation multi-use paths in the United States. 

We strongly support recommending that the Board of Supervisors recognize both his service and vision by 

renaming The Loop in his honor. 

Michael Lundin 

Chair 



Sthelo PIMA COUNTY 
LOOP ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

5460 West Four Barrel Court I Tucson, AZ 85743 I 520-743-8748 I LoopAdvisor@Comcast.Net 

Honorable Richard E. Elias, Chairman 
Pima County Board of Supervisors 
130 W Congress St, 11th Floor 
Tucson, AZ 85701 

Dear Chairman Elias: 

April 13, 2018 
RE: Naming "The Loop" in Honor of Charles H. Huckelberry 

The Pima County Loop Advisory Committee wholeheartedly supports today's motion by the Pima 
County Parks and Recreation Commission requesting the Board of Supervisors to name The Loop in 
honor of County Administrator Charles H. Huckelberry. The proclamation from the Commission 
presents incontestable arguments for such action by the Board, and indicates why the LAC, along with 
the Commission, consider such action is both appropriate and timely. 

Please feel free to contact me at your convenience if you have any questions or comments. 

Curtis C. Lueck, Ph.D., P.E., 
Chair 

CC: Julie Castaneda, Clerk of the Board 
Michael Lundin, Chair, Parks and Recreation Commission 
LAC Members 
Chris Cawein, NRPR Director 
Mark B. Evans, Communications Director 

LAC Membership: Curtis Lueck, Chair I Randy Accetta I Alejandro Angel 

Vanessa Bechtol, Vice Chair I Josefina Cardenas I Sue Clark I Wayne Cullop I Mickey Dowling 
NOT PREPARED AT GOVERNMENT EXPENSE 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 

OFTHE 
PIMA COUNTY 

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

~ 
ftlj 

PIMA COUNTY 
NATURAL RESOURCES 
PARKS & RF.C.REATIONI 

Notice is hereby given to the Members of the Pima County Board of Supervisors and to the general 
public, that the Pima County Parks and Recreation Commission will hold a meeting, open to the 
public on Friday, April 13, 2018, at 9:30 a.m. pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.02 in the first floor 
conference room of the Pima County Natural Resources, Parks and Recreation located at 
3500 West River Road, Tucson, Arizona (724-5000). 

NOTE: As of the posting date of April 4, 2018, no executive session item has been placed on the 
regular agenda. However, this is subject to an addendum. 

Public comment will be taken. Members of the Pima County Parks and Recreation Commission will 
attend either in person or by telephone conference call. The Commission will discuss and may take 
action on the following agenda items. 

AGENDA 
(The order of the agenda may be changed to accommodate public comment.) 

A. CALL TO ORDER - ROLL CALL 

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

C. CONSENT AGENDA: For consideration and approval 

Action: Approval of March 9, 2018 minutes 

D. COMMISSION DISCUSSION/ACTION REQUEST 

1. Proposal to rename The Loop in honor of County Administrator Chuck Huckelberry (Mike Lundin) 
2. Informational update on FY 2018/19 Budget (Robert Padilla) 
3. Informational update on McKenzie Ranch and Tucson Mountain Park Social Trails Project (Steve 

Anderson) 

E. CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

This is the time for the public to comment. Members of the Commission may not discuss 
items that are not specifically identified on the agenda. Therefore, pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-
431.01 (G), action taken as a result of public comment will be limited to directing staff to study 
the matter, responding to any criticism, or scheduling the matter for further consideration." 
The rendering of comment by a speaker is limited to three minutes. 

F. FUTURE AGENDA ITEM(S) 

G. ADJOURNMENT 



Posted this 4th day of April, 2018, at 
http://webcms.pima.gov/ems I One.aspx?portalld= 169&pageld=3 2 2 99 
and at Pima County Natural Resources, Parks and Recreation Department located at 3500 West 
River Road, Tucson, Arizona. 

Pima County does not discriminate based on a disability regarding admission to public 
meetings. Persons with a disability may request a reasonable accommodation ( such as large 
print agenda material) by contacting Laura Hinte at 724-5240. Requests should be made at 
least three business days in advance to allow time to arrange the accommodation. 



PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
MINUTES A 

REGULAR MEETING PIMA COUNTY 
!:IAJlJ,Rf,l, ~gil_QU!{f_ES 

April 13, 2018 
Natural Resources, Parks and Recreation Department 

3500 West River Road, Tucson, Arizona 

Quorum having been established, Chair Lundin called the meeting to order at 9:3 5 a.m. on April 13, 
2018. 

Commissioners present were Michael Lundin (Chair), Jan Johnson (Vice Chair), Damion 
Alexander, Peter Chesson, Victor Rivera, Anita Kellman, Richard Barker and Enrique Serna. 
Kimberly Marohn and Karen Cesare were absent. 
Staff present were Robert Padilla, Steve Anderson and Ann Khambholja. 

Those present recited the pledge of allegiance. 

Consent Agenda 

A motion was made and seconded to approve the March 9, 2017 minutes. The motion passed. 

COMMISSION DISCUSSION/ACTION REQUEST 

1. Proposal to rename The Loop in honor of County Administrator Chuck Huckelberry (Mike 
Lundin): Chair Lundin informed the commission that this was a proposal that was brought 
to his attention by a board member asking the support of the Parks and Recreation 
Commissi_on to rename The Loop in honor of Mr. Chuck Huckelberry. Commissioner Serna 
moved to approve the proposal in support of renaming it the Chuck Huckelberry Loop, 
which was seconded by Commissioner Johnson. Commissioner Chesson raised an objection 
to the proposal stating that it was totally inappropriate to name a facility while he was still 
County Administrator and was a conflict of interest. He also said that it was a bad precedent 
to set even though he appreciates what the County Administrator has accomplished. He also 
stated that this could be done when he has retired. Commissioner Serna asked the Chair 
whether this proposal was put forth by the Board of Supervisors and was told that it was 
the District 2 Supervisor. Commissioner Johnson said that this was just a step in the 
approval process and Commissioner Rivera also said that this was only an advisory 
commission. Since there was no more discussion, Chair Lundin asked for a vote. Seven 
commissioners were in favor and the motion carried with one opposition. 

2. Informational update on FY 2018/19 Budget (Robert Padilla): Mr. Padilla provided them a 
snapshot of where NRPR stands on the current budget for the period ending March 31, 
2018. He pointed out that revenues are above average at this point due to the increased 
turnout at the Gilbert Ray Campground due to favorable gas prices as well as a small 
increase in shooting sports visitors. On the expenditure side, Mr. Padilla informed them that 
NRPR is on target and is expected to come in on budget. There were no questions on the 



current year's budget. Mr. Padilla informed the commission that he and Mr. Cawein would 
present the 2018/19 budget at next month's budget hearings before the Board of 
Supervisors. He provided them a summary of the general fund, special revenue fund and 
grants fund budgets. He informed them that the FTE is not increasing, but the general fund 
budget is increasing by 2.8% due to a variety of factors. The majority is due to internal 
service fund adjustments, an example being the Motor Pool/Fleet Service rates, which are 
increasing. Another increase is in IT services since the IT Department is shifting from 
leasing computers to purchasing them. In addition to internal service fund adjustments Mr. 
Padilla informed them that they are receiving funding for operating and maintenance costs 
for the new Manzanita Splash Pad project that is scheduled to open this summer. Another 
funding increase the department received was for land management costs under the Section 
10 permit. The Special Revenue Fund increased slightly as well. The department has a few 
grants which are mainly for access to our ranches where NRPR performs periodic erosion 
control, installation of wildlife drinkers and habitat protection. The major issues faced by 
the department in 2018/19 are recent salary /grade changes for Lifeguards and the Trades 
Maintenance series. The department is having difficulty retaining staff and the pay 
adjustments are necessary however they will cost the department approximately $174,000. 
Early indications appear that NRPR will be asked to absorb the increase which may lead to 
program reductions or elimination. Chair Lundin asked what the commission could do 
about it because there is also a proposal for a 2.5% pay increase across the board and 
whether there would be General Fund adjustment for that. Mr. Padilla informed him that for 
the last two pay adjustments, NRPR had to absorb over $400,000, thus this a big concern. 
Mr. Padilla informed them that the County Administrator had informed them that NRPR 
would receive a base budget adjustment for the proposed 2.5% salary adjustment. The 
department will continue to discussions with County Administration regarding funding the 
lifeguard and trades maintenance staff pay adjustments. There were no questions but Chair 
Lundin commended Mr. Padilla for his work. 

3. Informational update on McKenzie Ranch and Tucson Mountain Park Social Trails Project 
(Steve Anderson): Mr. Anderson apprized the commission about the work on the new trail 
system at McKenzie Ranch, located near Cienega Creek and Marsh Station Road. The county 
purchased a 1.1-mile easement to the 1,700-acre property, which took almost two and a half 
years to get. NRPR also purchased an easement across the UPRR line; Mark Flint and Mr. 
Anderson designed a trail system for the park. One is a four mile trail - the Hohokam Trail -
which can be used by any non-motorized trail user and another - a 10-mile loop trail 
intended for competitive mountain bicycling. The trails should be completed by the end of 
the month. The parking lots for event-only parking have also been completed and the entire 
project is expected to be complete by next month. Mr. Anderson also expects to host the 
first mountain bicycling event this fall. 
Tucson Mountain Park Social Trails - Immediately north of the Tucson Estates subdivision 
there is a proliferation of social trails some of which require closure and rehabilitation. 
Social or wildcat trails are made by park users without the knowledge or authorization of 
the park's management team and are conducted without the benefit of biological or cultural 
surveys that may threaten certain park resources (biological or archeological) that amateur 
users do not know exist. Mr. Anderson informed them that the NRPR Trails Team assembled 
an ad hoc group of representatives from Tucson Estates, three non-profits and NRPR staff. 
The purpose of the ad hoc committee is to determine the appropriate number of authorized 
access points to the trail system, elimination and rehabilitation of unsustainable trails and 
the addition of sustainable system trails. NRPR held two meetings to plan and map the 
proposed trails and the third map was introduced at the Town Hall Meeting of District 3 



Supervisor Sharon Bronson, this past February. The vast majority of the attendees were 
supportive. Additional meetings will be held in the near future to obtain additional public 
comments, after which the final map will be drawn. New biological and cultural studies will 
be conducted after which NRPR will repair the fences, eliminate some unsustainable trails, 
while keeping the sustainable trails. NRPR hopes the project will be complete by 2020. 
Chair Lundin asked what is involved in removing a social trail and Mr. Anderson informed 
him that the trail is ripped and then revegetated. Commissioner Chesson asked what could 
be done to keep people from using them. Mr. Anderson informed him that adding boulders 
in trouble areas and signage. Mr. Padilla informed the commissioners that a resource 
protection sign would be placed where the social trail existed along with a map indicating 
where the trail continues/resumes. He also asked whether the public could be engaged in 
protecting the trails, like is done at Sweetwater Preserve. Chair Lundin commented that 
most people use the social trails innocently and that signage would probably be the best 
remedy. Commissioner Alexander asked whether closing the social trails would lead to 
more conflicts, and Mr. Anderson informed him that that would not necessarily happen. 
Commissioner Chesson inquired about the access points, which Mr. Anderson pointed out to 
him and explained that there were four in about a one-mile range. 
Mary Bedore and Gary Moeller spoke on the Tucson Mountain Park (Tucson Estates) trails 
item. 

CALL TO THE PUBLIC: Gary Moeller, Mary Bedore, Joe LaTourette and Curtis Larson also 
spoke on the Tucson Mountain Park trails item. 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEM(S): Update on social trails at Tucson Mountain Park (Tucson Estates) 
Environmental impact of trails 

ADJOURNMENT: As there was no further business to come before the commission, duly 
motioned and seconded, the meeting adjourned at 10:33 a.m. 



RESOLUTION NO. 2018-__ _ 

RESOLUTION OF THE PIMA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

AUTHORIZING THE RENAMING OF "THE LOOP" AS "THE CHUCK HUCKELBERRY LOOP" 

THE PIMA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FINDS: 

1. "The Loop" is an extensive system of shared-use pathways in Pima County, comprised of more 

than 120 miles of continuous segments, that promotes the health, welfare, and economy of the 

region, and that connects the Rillito, Santa Cruz, and Pantano River Parks. 

2. "The Loop" originated with the disastrous Great Flood of 1983, which led to the construction of 

bank stabilization improvements to protect life and property from future floods. 

3. The construction of stabilized bank protection provided the foundation for walking and bike paths 

and other innovative improvements that eventually-and cost-effectively-formed "The Loop." 

4. "The Loop" continues to evolve, expand, and improve to serve additional outlying areas, 

attractions, and activity centers and has become a major force in regional economic development 

and an international tourist attraction. 

5. As a past Director of the Pima County Department of Transportation and Flood Control District, 

and as Pima County Administrator for almost 25 years, Charles H. Huckelberry has been the 

indispensable leader and steward in the conceptualization and creative implementation of "The 

Loop," the completion of which was celebrated in March of 2018. 

6. The ongoing role of Chuck Huckelberry in the creation of this unique regional asset warrants 

significant and ongoing recognition by the citizens of Pima County and the members of this 

Board. 

7. At its April 13, 2018 meeting, the Pima County Natural Resources, Parks and Recreation 

Commission approved the renaming of "The Loop" as "The Chuck Huckelberry Loop," and the 

Pima County Loop Advisory Committee, with a letter of support dated April 13, 2018, also 

supported the renaming action. 

NOW, THEREFORE, UPON MOTION DULY MADE, SECONDED AND CARRIED, BE IT RESOLVED: 

"The Loop" is hereby renamed as "The Chuck Huckelberry Loop". The Director of the Natural Resources, 

Parks and Recreation Department is authorized and directed to take all actions necessary to give effect 

to this Resolution, including the installation of appropriate signage throughout "The Loop" as necessary, 

updating maps and publications as appropriate, and advising the media and the community of the 

renaming and the reasons for this action. 

PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED by the Pima County Board of Supervisors this __ day of 

__ __, 2018. 
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Richard Elias, Chairman 

ATIEST: 

Julie Castaneda, Clerk of the Board 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

(o~ 
Christopher Straub 
Deputy County Attorney 
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