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Requested Board Meeting Date: February 6, 2018

Title: Approval of a Riparian Habitat Mitigation Plan Located at 7973 N. Barrel Cactus Road

Introduction/Background:

Chapter 16.30 of the Pima County Floodplain Management Ordinance No. 2010-FC5 requires mitigation for disturbance of
Regulated Riparian Habitat (RRH) exceeding 1/3 of an acre. A riparian habitat mitigation plan (RHMP) approved by the
Flood Control District Board of Directors (Board) is required for disturbance of habitat with the classification of Important
Riparian Area exceeding 1/3 of an acre and that exceeds 5 percent of the habitat on the property. When a project site
contains suitable area(s) for onsite mitigation it shall be in accordance with the Regulated Riparian Habitat Mitigation
Standards and Implementation Guidelines. When on-site mitigation is not feasible, the Ordinance contains a provision for
mitigation banking. Offsite mitigation proposals likewise, require Board review and approval.

Discussion:

The owners, Ahmad and Zarifi Samia, are applying for a floodplain use permit to construct a single family residence on the
property located at 7973 North Barrel Cactus Road. The property is mapped within RRH classified as Important Riparian
Area with underlying Class B Habitat. The property has 1.38 acres of RRH and the disturbance from construction is 24,844
square feet (0.57 acres), requires a RHMP. The property is densely vegetated therefore has no suitable place for onsite
mitigation. As a result, the owner is proposing to contribute a fee of $6,270.00 in lieu of onsite mitigation.

Conclusion:

Acceptance of mitigation banking funds in-lieu of on-site mitigation is allowed under the Ordinance. Contributions to the
mitigation bank for disturbance of this habitat will provide funds to be used toward purchase of high value resources or towards
restoration of degraded riparian habitat within Pima County.

Recommendation:
The proposal conforms with the Ordinance and, as such, the District recommends approval.

Fiscal Impact:
$6,270.00
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