
MEM ORAN DUM
Pima County Attorney's Office

Civil Division

32 North Stone Ave, Suite 2100
Phone 520.740.5750 Fax 520.620.6556

CONFIDENTIAL

To: County Elected Officials
County Administrator and Deputy Administrators
County Department Directors and Managers

From: Thomas Weaver, Chief Civil Deputy County Attorney
Regina Nassen, Chief Ethics Counsel

Date: November 16,2015

Subject: County Legal Representation

This memorandum addresses the role of the Civil Division of the Pima County Attorney's
Office ("PCAO") within Pima County government. You may remember receiving and reading earlier
versions of this memo distributed in 2009 and 2012. Because our understanding of our duties
continues to evolve in light ofchanges to ethics rules, issuance ofnew ethics decisions and guidance,
and new circumstances, and because some of you are new to your role as a representative of Pima
County, we are sending this revised memorandum to you. We wish to be very clear about our unique
role in Pima County Government so we can avoid misunderstandings like those that were so costly to
Maricopa County just a few years ago.

1. The unique role of the government lawyer.

PCAO is essentially the County's in-house law firm. Its mission is to serve the public with
integrity by providing the highest quality legal services in order to foster ethical, effective and
efficient government. But the County Attorney is also the chiefcriminal prosecutor representingthe
State ofArizona within the geographic area ofPima County (A.R.S. § 11-532), and has various other
duties, such as enforcing the State's open meeting law (A.R.S. § 38-431.06) and elections laws
(A.R.S. § 16-1021). There are even statutes that require the County Attorney to bring an action
against the county's board of supervisors to recover payments made from the county treasury,
pursuant to an order of the board, without legal authority (A.R.S. § 11-641); sue the county assessor
to recover taxes on property that the assessor negligently fails to assess (A.R.S. § 11-543);
investigate the county assessor or treasurer at the request of the board of supervisors (A.R.S. §11-
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