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Nt i‘&}-‘ Requested Board Meeting Date: September 5, 2017

I

Title: Approval of a Riparian Habitat Mitigation In-Lieu Fee Proposal Located at 6650 South Pantano Road
1€ within Xeroriparian Class C Habitat (District 4)

Introduction/Background:

Chapter 16.30 of the Pima County Floodplain Management Ordinance No. 2010-FC5 (Ordinance) requires mitigation
when cumulative disturbance of more than 1/3 acre of mapped riparian habitat occurs. Ifa project site contains
suitable area(s) for mitigation, restoration, or enhancement, then on-site mitigation is required in accordance with the
adopted Regulated Riparian Habitat Mitigation Standards and Implementation Guidelines. The Ordinance contains a
provision for mitigation banking when on-site mitigation is not feasible. All off-site mitigation proposals require Flood
Control District Board of Directors (Board) review and approval.

Discussion:

Southwest Gas (SWG) has applied for a permit to construct a liquefied natural gas (LNG) facility located at 6650
South Pantano Road. The property is mapped within Regulated Riparian Habitat (RRH) classified as Xeroriparian
Class C habitat and the proposed construction footprint will disturb 2.36 acres of the RRH. SWG determined that the
most effective option for RHH compliance will be to pay the in-lieu fee. The Flat Fee Table was used to calculate the
fee. Payment of $33,040 for removing 2.36 acres of RRH will be applied to the mitigation banking fund in-lieu of on-
site mitigation.

Conclusion:

Acceptance of mitigation banking funds in-lieu of on-site mitigation is allowed under the Ordinance. Contributions to
the mitigation bank for disturbance of this habitat will provide funds to be used toward purchase of high value
resources or towards restoration of degraded riparian habitat within Pima County.

Recommendation:
The ILF proposal presented conforms with the Ordinance and, as such, the District recommends approval.

Fiscal Impact.:
$33,040
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DATE: August9, 2017

TO: Flood Control District Board of Directors FROM: Suzanne Shiel
Director e

SUBJECT: Approval of a Riparian Habitat Mitigation In-Lieu Fee Proposal Located at 6650 South
Pantano Road within Xeroriparian Class C Habitat (District 4)

Background

Chapter 16.30 of the Pima County Floodplain Management Ordinance No. 2010-FCS (Ordinance)
requi  mitigation for mapped riparian habitat disturbances greater than 1/3 acre. If a project site
contains suitable area(s) for riparian restoration, enhancement, or establishment, onsite mitigation
occurs in accordance with the adopted Regulated Riparian Habitat Mitigation Standards and
Implementation Guidelines. The Ordinance contains a provision for mitigation banking, when on-site
mitigation is not feasible. All offsite mitigation proposals require Flood Contro! District Board of
Directors (Board) review and approval.

Report

Southwest Gas (SWG) has applied for a permit to construct a liquefied natural gas (LNG) facility located
at 6650 South Pantano Road (Exhibit A). The project site is approximately 31.43 acres. In addition, an
access route will be developed on existing Pima County ROW south of the project. The property is
mapped within Regulated Riparian Habitat (RRH) classified as Xeroriparian Class C habitat (Exhibit B) and
the project construction footprint will disturb 2.36 acres of the RRH.

SWG has explored the various options available through Pima County for mitigation of the RHH within
the site. Construction of the proposed LNG facility will require a large footprint, where the project
cannot avoid the RHH in its entirety. The dense vegetation within the parcel makes onsite mitigation
difficult to promote successful implementation of on-site mitigation plantings. SWG has determined that
the most effective option for RHH compliance will be to pay the in-lieu fee for the RHH that will be
removed. Amec Foster Wheeler Environment & Infrastructure, Inc. was hired to prepare a RHMP
(Exhibit C). The Flat Fee Table was used to calculate the fee. Payment of $33,040 for removing 2.36 acres
of RRH will be applied to the mitigation banking fund in-lieu of on-site mitigation.

Recommendation

Acceptance of mit 1tion banking funds in-lieu of onsite mitigation is allowed under the _ dinance.
Contributions to the mitigation bank for disturbance of this habitat will provide funds to be used toward
purchase of high value resources or towards restoration of degraded riparian habitat within Pima
County

Attachments:

Exhibit A —Project Location

Exhibit B — Project Site — Riparian Classification Map
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Riparian Habitat Mitigation Plan
For
Southwe¢ :Gas LNG Project

Sit Construction Activity No. P17SC00047

Prepared for:
Southwest Gas Corporation

PO Box 26500
Tucson, Arizona 85726

Submitted by:
Amec Foster Wheeler Environment and Infrastructure
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