
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 11, 2017 
 

Resolution 2017-_____ 
 

Furthering Pima County’s Commitments to Climate Protection and 
Joining County Governments across the Nation in Signing on to the County Climate 

Coalition in Support of the Paris Climate Agreement 
 
 
Introduction 
 
At the direction of the Chair of the Board of Supervisors, this memorandum, along with the 
attached Resolution 2017-_____, are presented for Board of Supervisors consideration and 
adoption. 
 
 
Background 
 
The Pima County Board of Supervisors adopted Resolution 2017-39 on June 6, 2017, which 
states that County government will align its operational efforts to meet the United States’ 
commitment to the Paris Agreement on Climate Change that seeks to reduce global carbon 
emissions by 26 percent to 28 percent below 2005 levels by the year 2025. These targets 
would in effect, safeguard regional high temperatures near or below 120°F.  Based on our 
sustainability work to date, Pima County is already leading the way and could perhaps be 
one of the first counties in the country to meet this historic agreement.i  While achieving 
these goals will require deep commitments to mitigation and adaptation actions, most of 
these actions can be achieved through deliberate decision-making and actions recommended 
belowii; these include a combination of positive or revenue neutral investments using new 
financing structures. There are also many co-benefits associated with these actions, which 
can be viewed (and calculated) as avoided future costs in healthcare, infrastructure and air 
quality penalties.  
 
 
Embracing this commitment not only secures our future but also creates enormous economic 
development opportunities and trade benefits. Certain investors and CEOs of the world’s 
largest multinational companies, for example, have collectively called climate action “one of 
America’s greatest economic opportunities of the 21st century.”  Conversely, failing to recognize 
and combat the potential economic effects of climate change could be significantly detrimental to 
the US economy, including Arizona and Pima County.  The map below illustrates the potential 
economic damage to counties if greenhouse gas emissions continue at the current rates. 
 
 

http://unfccc.int/files/essential_background/convention/application/pdf/english_paris_agreement.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/companies-declaration-government-action-climate-change
https://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/companies-declaration-government-action-climate-change
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Potential economic damages are shown at the county level in a scenario in which emissions of 
greenhouse gases continue at current rates. Green indicates areas that could see economic 
benefits. http://iamamericaearthchanges.blogspot.com/2017/06/mapping-potential-economic-
effects-of.html, accessed July 6, 2017.  Hsiang, Kopp, Jina, Rising, et.al/Science. 

 
 
Furthermore, a 2016 survey on American attitudes toward climate change found that a majority 
of Americans in every state say the US should participate in the Paris Agreementiii and that 75 
percent of Pima County residents believe global warming is happening and 78 percent support 
policies to regulate CO2 as a pollutant.iv 
 
An estimated 16 counties and 188 cities in the United States have formally pledged to 
support climate action to meet the Paris Agreement. Pima County is uniquely positioned to 
meet the Paris Agreement effectively and is the only county in Arizona thus far to have 
passed a similar initiative. 
 
We have already made significant progress in this effort. With over eight years of data 
collected for the Sustainable Action Plan for Pima County Operations (SAPCO) we can look 
at past and current greenhouse gas emissions and sources, as well as energy and water use 
to calculate future trends. Additionally, we have a set of vetted climate goals and objectives 
in Pima Prospers, the County’s comprehensive plan. These tools, in combination with 

http://iamamericaearthchanges.blogspot.com/2017/06/mapping-potential-economic-effects-of.html
http://iamamericaearthchanges.blogspot.com/2017/06/mapping-potential-economic-effects-of.html
http://climatecommunication.yale.edu/visualizations-data/ycom-us-2016/
http://climatecommunication.yale.edu/visualizations-data/ycom-us-2016/
http://climatecommunication.yale.edu/visualizations-data/ycom-us-2016/
http://webcms.pima.gov/UserFiles/Servers/Server_6/File/Government/Sustainability%20and%20Conservation/Sustainability%20and%20Conservation%20newsroom/Sustainable%20Action%20Plan/2014%20Sustainable%20Action%20Plan-Final%20Copy-High%20Resolution.pdf
http://webcms.pima.gov/government/pima_prospers/


The Honorable Chair and Members, Pima County Board of Supervisors 
Re: Furthering Pima County’s Commitments to Climate Protection and Joining County 
       Governments across the Nation in Signing on to the County Climate Coalition in 
       Support of the Paris Climate Agreement 
July 11, 2017 
Page 3 
 
 
 
recently developed resources such as the Green Infrastructure Prioritization Tool available 
through Pima Association of Governments (PAG) and AutoCASE™ studies undertaken by the 
Pima County Regional Flood Control District, provide smart resources for decision making. 
 
 
Recommendation 
 
I recommend the Board of Supervisors adopt the attached Resolution 2017-_____. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
C.H. Huckelberry 
County Administrator 
 
 
CHH/mjk – July 6, 2017 
 
 
 

i We Are Still In. (n. D). Retrieved June 27, 2017, from http://wearestillin.com/ 
ii Figueres, C. et al. (2017). Three years to safeguard our climate. Nature, 546, 593-595. 
iii Majorities of Americans in Every State Support Participation in the Paris Agreement: 
http://climatecommunication.yale.edu/publications/paris_agreement_by_state/ 
iv Public Opinion Estimates, Pima County, Arizona, 2016: 
http://climatecommunication.yale.edu/visualizations-data/ycom-us-2016/ 

                                        








