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Pima County Board of Supervisors

To:  Melissa Manriquez, Clerk of the Board‘%% -

From: Matt Heinz, Supervisor, District 2 e s
S

Date: August 19th, 2026 )

RE: BOS Addendum Agenda 8/25/26: Legislative Agenda Additions

Please add this item to the Addendum Agenda for August 25", 2026. Thank you.
Board of Supervisors:

Discussion/Direction/Action: Directing the County Administrator to add the following to our 2027 State
Legislative Agenda, for pursuit by our county lobbyist at the State Capitol this legislative session:

1. Provide Counties Flexibility in Structuring Justice Precincts and Constable Services

Recommendation
Amend A.R.S. § 22-102:

“The officers of justice precincts shalt may be a justice of the peace and a constable...”
Amend A.R.S. § 22-111:

“In each justice precinct there shall may be elected...one justice of the peace...”

Discussion

Amend Arizona law to permit, rather than require, each justice precinct to have one elected justice of the peace
and one elected constable. Counties should be authorized to structure their justice courts and civil-process
operations according to their needs.

Under A.R.S. § 22-101, boards of supervisors already possess authority to create, alter, and abolish justice
precincts. Nevertheless, §§ 22-102 and 22-111 effectively require counties to maintain a matched pair of
independently elected officers for every precinct.

The Arizona Constitution does not require one justice of the peace per precinct. Article VI, § 32 provides that the
number of justices “shall be as provided by law,” leaving the Legislature room to authorize a more flexible system.
The constable office is statutory rather than constitutionally required.

2. Phase Out Agricultural Flood Irrigation and Accelerate Conversion to Water-Efficient Systems

Recommendation
Establish a statewide, adequately funded transition away from conventional agricultural flood irrigation, with the
goal of ending its routine use by a reasonable date.

Discussion

Irrigated agriculture accounts for approximately 72 percent of Arizona’s available water use, making agricultural
efficiency essential to the state’s long-term water security. Modern drip, subsurface-drip, and sprinkler systems
can reduce applied water by 20 percent or more compared with conventional flood irrigation while maintaining
agricultural productivity. Arizona’s Colorado River allocation is already subject to shortage reductions, and the
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Central Arizona Project’s junior priority leaves central Arizona particularly vulnerable to deeper cuts under the
post-2026 operating rules. With Colorado River inflows and reservoir levels remaining critically low, a reasonable,
adequately funded transition away from flood irrigation would conserve limited supplies, protect groundwater,
and strengthen the resilience of Arizona agriculture and surrounding communities.

CC: Jan Lesher, County Administrator
Carmine DeBonis Jr, Deputy County Administrator
Steve Holmes, Deputy County Administrator
Chad Kasmar, Deputy County Administrator
Sam Brown, Chief Civil Deputy County Attorney



