PIMA COUNTY

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

MEMORANDUM

DATE: June 12, 2024
fov
TO: Melissa Manriquez, Clerk of the Board %M
¢
FROM: Adelita Grijalva, Chair and District Five Supervisor

REGARDING: Item for the june 18, 2024, Agenda Addendum

Please add the following to the June 18, 2024, Agenda Addendum:
Board of Supervisors

Discussion/Direction/Action. A RESOLUTION OF THE PIMA COUNTY BOARD OF
SUPERVISORS AFFIRMING ITS LONGSTANDING OPPOSITION TO CONSTRUCTION OF AN
INTERSTATE 11 THROUGH PRISTINE AND INVALUABLE SONORAN DESERT LAND IN
AVRA VALLEY, AND IMPLORING GOVERNOR KATIE HOBBS TO DIRECT THE ARIZONA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO WITHDRAW THIS ROUTE FROM FURTHER
CONSIDERATION. {District 5)

Thank you
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RESOLUTION NO. 2024 -

A RESOLUTION OF THE PIMA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
AFFIRMING ITS LONGSTANDING OPPOSITION TO CONSTRUCTION OF
AN INTERSTATE 11 THROUGH PRISTINE AND INVALUABLE SONORAN
DESERT LAND IN AVRA VALLEY, AND IMPLORING GOVERNOR KATIE

HOBBS TO DIRECT THE ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

TO WITHDRAW THIS ROUTE FROM FURTHER CONSIDERATION

WHEREAS, the Arizona Department of Transportation has designated as its favored
route for a new Interstate 11 highway (“I-117) to go through the Avra Valley, which would put a
huge gash through the Sonoran Desert, add hordes of noisy pollution-spewing cars and trucks,
promote thirsty and energy-consuming new commercial and residential development while
destroying wildlife habitat and severing wildlife-movement corridors, and

WHEREAS, Pima County is very cognizant of climate change and thus supports
measutes and programs to curb it and opposes measures and programs that exacerbate it, and

WHEREAS Pima County has formally opposed a new-highway route through Avra
Valley and other sensitive areas since 2007 and enacted another resolution, Resolution No. 2021-
50, against this I-11 route in 2021, and

WHEREAS, the City of Tucson also passed a resolution opposing this route for an I-11
highway on June 18, 2019, and

WHEREAS, Pima County has adopted and employs its landmark and national-award-
winning Sonoran Desert Conservation Plan to protect and enhance the region’s unique and
precious flora and fauna and for that purpose has purchased 105,000 acres of conservation land
and obtained grazing leases on another 153,000 acres -- we protect 44 listed species of concern in
particular, several of which could be imperiled by a new highway in Avra Valley, and

WHEREAS, the multi-lane I-11 would negatively impact Tucson Mountain Park,
Saguaro National Park West, Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum, Ironwood Forest National
Monument, and would defeat the purpose of the Bureau of Reclamation’s Central Arizona Project
Mitigation Corridor, established in 1990 to provide for wildlife movement across the canal, and

WHEREAS, an I-11 in Avra Valley would impede important washes and sheet-flows
critical to the viability of local flora and fauna and negatively impact Tucson Water’s Central
Arizona Project recharge basins, and

WHEREAS, Pima County has a Floodplain Management Ordinance to avoid and
minimize impacts to riparian vegetation along local washes that construction of I-11 through
Avra Valley would violate, and

WHEREAS, Pima County has a Sustainable Action Plan for County Operations that

recognizes the climate change and air pollution impacts of petroleum-fueled vehicles and Pima
County, accordingly, is phasing them out, and
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WHEREAS, the production of the millions of tons of concrete and asphalt for this
massive 1-11 construction project would cause significant air pollution and greenhouse gas
emissions, as would the operation of heavy machinery in the construction process, and

WHEREAS, a stated position of Governor Katie Hobbs is to “protect Arizona’s precious
natural resources, like our forests, parks and bodies of water from the devastating effects of
climate change the we’re already experiencing,” and

WHEREAS, “Governor Hobbs will prioritize addressing the burgeoning water crisis,
preserve our natural resources and build a 21st century clean-energy economy that puts Arizona
on a path to long-term prosperity,” and

WHEREAS, the cost of building a new highway from scratch would be enormous,
requiring the acquisition of many thousands of acres of new rights of way, expenditures for high
and rapidly increasing costs of concrete and asphalt, putting a tremendous burden on taxpayers
and future highway users, and

WHEREAS, a new highway through Pima County would promote urban sprawl, causing
local governments to incur large financial responsibilities for new infrastructure costs, and force
major changes to existing land-use plans and zoning designations, and

WHEREAS, 1-11 was justified as a means for commercial trucking to get swiftly from
Mexico to points in the United States and even Canada, but the bottleneck for such traffic is at the
understaffed ports of entry, not along the highway corridors, and

WHEREAS, the purported need for an I-11 is based on traffic studies of many years ago
that neglected to consider rail alternatives and do not reflect modern transportation realities, and

WHEREAS, such a new highway would divert cars and trucks away from existing
businesses that are dependent upon commerce generated from traffic on existing highways, and

WHEREAS, the State of Arizona could reduce highway traffic congestion, reduce the
cost of highway maintenance, and save on the immense costs of rights of way purchases and
concrete and asphalt production and installation — while reducing air pollution and greenhouse
gas emissions — by expanding capacity and developing multi-modal transportation facilities in
existing transportation corridors, to sustainably accommodate projected increases in freight while
providing for much-needed passenger rail traffic.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Pima County Board of Supervisors
hereby reaffirms its opposition to construction of an I-11 highway in Avra Valley and calls upon
Governor Katie Hobbs to direct the Arizona Department of Transportation to cease consideration
of that route.
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Passed by the Board of Supervisors of Pima County, this 18" day of June, 2024.

Adelita S. Grijalva, Chair
Pima County Board of Supervisors

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM:
Melissa Manriquez, Clerk of the Board Bobby Yu, Depufy County Attorney
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