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*Title: 

Approval of a Riparian Habitat Mitigation In-Lieu Fee Proposal for a Haul Road at the Caterpillar Proving Grounds, Located within 

Regulated Riparian Habitat (District 3) 

*Introduction/Background: 

Chapter 16.30 of the Pima County Floodplain Management Ordinance No. 2010-FCS (Ordinance) requires mitigation for mapped 

riparian habitat disturbances greater than 1/3 acre. If a project site contains suitable area(s) for riparian restoration, enhancement, 

or establ ishment, onsite mitigation occurs in accordance with the adopted Regulated Riparian Habitat M itigation Standards and 

Implementation Guidelines. The Ordinance contains a provision for mitigation banking, when on-site mitigation is not feasible . All 

offsite mit igation proposals require Flood Control District Board of Directors review and approval. 

*Discussion : 

The applicant, Chris Laria with the Planning Center has appl ied for a grading permit to construct a haul road with on the property 

located at 6000 West Caterpillar Trail. This project will disturb 3.07 acres of Important Riparian Area with an Underlying 

Classification of Xeroriparian Class B, Xeroriparian Class Band Xeroriparian Class C Habitat. Mr. Laria has prepared a Riparian Habitat 

Mitigation In-Lieu Fee Proposal (Exhibit C) and is proposing to contribute a fee of $68,480 in lieu of onsite mitigation, based on the 

Flat Fee Table provided in the Pima County Regulated Riparian Habitat Off-Site Mitigation Guidelines. 

*Conclusion: 

Acceptance of mitigation banking funds in-lieu of onsite mitigation is allowed under the Ordinance. Contributions to the mitigation 

bank for disturbance of this habitat will provide funds to be used toward purchase of high value resources or towards restoration of 

degraded riparian habitat with in Pima County. 

*Recommendation: 

The In-Lieu Fee Proposal conforms to the Ord inance and the Guidelines, and, as such, the District recommends approval. 

*Fiscal Impact: 

$68,480.00 

*Board of Supervisor District: 

r s 

Department : Regional Flood Control District 

Contact: Patricia Gilbert 

r All 

Telephone: 724-4600 
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Department Director Signature: ---~7'::;;;;;:lr_::::::;;_,...=----------------- Date : {p(tl... f ~7-.. 

Deputy County Administrator Signature: ~~~~~~~~=~~~~==::'.:::".~!!,,,,.- Date : t,/'Z,,t,./'Z.l) V2-. 

County Administrator Signatu re: -----=------- Dat4{1:z.j2,,t1 
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PIMA COUNTY MEMORANDUM 

FLOOD CONTROL 

DATE: June 21, 2022 

TO: Flood Control District Board of Directors FROM: Suzanne Shields, P.E. 
Director 

SUBJECT: Approval of a Riparian Habitat Mitigation In-Lieu Fee Proposal for a Haul Road at the 
Caterpillar Proving Grounds, Located within Regulated Riparian Habitat (District 3) 

Background 

Chapter 16.30 of the Pima County Floodplain Management Ordinance No. 2010-FCS (Ordinance) requires 
mitigation for mapped riparian habitat disturbances greater than 1/3 acre. If a project site contains suitable 
area(s) for riparian restoration, enhancement, or establishment, onsite mitigation occurs in accordance with the 
adopted Regulated Riparian Habitat Mitigation Standards and Implementation Guidelines. The Ordinance contains 
a provision for mitigation banking, when on-site mitigation is not feasible. All offsite mitigation proposals require 
Flood Control District Board of Di rectors (Board) review and approval. 

Report 

The applicant, Chris Laria with the Planning Center has applied for a grading permit to construct a haul road on the 
property located at 6000 West Caterpillar Trail (Exhibit A) . This project will disturb 3.07 acres of Important 
Riparian Area with an Underlying Classification of Xeroriparian B, Xeroriparian Band Xeroriparian C Habitat (Exhibit 
B). 

The proving grounds are used to test large vehicular equipment, consequently the testing site is constantly 
changing where disturbance to Regulated Riparian Habitat (RRH) will be ongoing and continuous into the 
foreseeable future . When mitigating through planting on-site the property owner is required to provide 
monitoring reports for 5 years. Since the 1/3 acre disturbance threshold has been crossed and the site has a high 
probability of disturbing more RRH as the testing site expands monitoring reports with different timeframes would 
likely be required. As a result, Mr. Laria has prepared a Riparian Habitat Mitigation In-Lieu Fee Proposal (Exhibit C) 
and is proposing to contribute a fee of $68,480 in lieu of onsite mitigation, based on the Flat Fee Table provided in 
the Pima County Regulated Riparian Habitat Off-Site Mitigation Guidelines. 

XA XB xc XD IRA/H, H IRA/XA IRA/XB IRA/XC IRA/XD 

Cost per $17,000 $16,000 $14,000 $12,000 $40,000 $30,000 $28,000 $25,000 $22,000 
Acre 

Recommendation 

Acceptance of mitigation banking funds in-lieu of onsite mitigation is allowed under the Ordinance. Contributions 
to the mitigation bank for disturbance of this habitat will provide funds to be used toward purchase of high value 
resources or towards restoration of degraded riparian habitat within Pima County 

Attachments : Exhibit A - Project Location 
Exhibit B - Project Site - Ripa rian Classification Map 
Exhibit C- Mitigation Banking In-lieu Fee Proposal 
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CATERPILLAR PROJECT HISTORY 
APN· DEVELOPMENT PERMITS 
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APN: DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
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NAME BY PIMA COUNTY. 
CATERP!U • .AR INC TUCSONPROVINGGROUNOPRIVA,IEGAAOINO Pl.NIS. App- 11)?1/2013 

CA. TERPIU.AR PROVING GROVND 'Moll NO 4 PIPELINE MIO ST MAGE l N«, """""'"" 
:)'23l2011(J.9e,._o,•t>out124,M-.,.) 

CA.TERPlll.AR TUCSON PROVIHO GROUNDS TESTING AND EV~UATION F-'CIUTY, ~
IW75/2015 (5.4\ll~Of•l>OUl81.71-•J 

CATERPILlARTPOPAAl<INGADCHIONSE&REV1, AJ>pl- lWlli/2015 (0.44 .. o,........CJ.13aa .. 
-AIM-lhan5'4, S..-"') 

CATERPILlARSAI.ESlr.lARKETINGFACILITY,,-- Jf'l0ll01S (0.33'11.,.~S.32-••AIM 
leulllan!>'4. SN-.," ) 

CAIERPILlARIPOSOUTHPAAIONGEXTENSION &Ri:V1."-""od 101'15/'l0\5 (0.28'1.oraoo..c4.S. ............ --s, ........ ,N ) 

CAIERPILlAR INC TUC80HPROIIINGOROUNOPRIVATEGRADINGPI.ANS, App.,.-ecl 101711'013 

CATERPILLAR PROVING GROUNOv.Ell. NO 4 PIPELINE .-.NO STORAGE TANK, Appf
:ll2Y.!011 (14.00..o,abou!M.11•<HI) 

CATERPILLAR TINA.IAHLLSFAOUTY TRUO< WASH SlORMWATER ORAl~E. "-""Id 
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CATERPILlAR TINA.JAHIU.SFIJEL ISLANOR£PI.AC£MENT, ~ W,3/2013 (0,)0,i,o,a-.. 2..a __ ...., .. .._....,,KS..noce.- ) 

CATERPlllAATIN>.JAHtl.UIN£"'1GENEAATORBUIUllJ«l l REV2,~N Y1712015 (O.~o, 
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NAME BY PIMA COUNTY: 
TUCSONPROlllNOGAOUNOAElllSIONNO.l.~~ "'121204!>,,\ppra,N 10/1lln011 

TUCSONPROVINGGAOU,-OWAAKETING& SAI.ESFACIUTV, Pfqeel- COi~. ,._....., 
s,,211118Q eoo . ..,.,.,,.oc.,ca.oe-i 

APN DOT IMPROVEMENT PLAN NAME BY PIMA COUNTY 

~ 

TUCSONPRO\llNOGAOUJ<CS-A£V1 {3.1il'll,111aDo111Sl.SIK1••---!,W, S.._ .. ) 

CATERPILLAR INC IUCSON PROVING GROUND (O.~ 111 al!OUI !,,U - • Ar• IM& 11,,M Mio S... --··) 
CATERPILI..AA INC TUCSON PROVING GROUND (O.~ DI al!OUI !,,U ...-. · ArH IM&.....,,~ S.. 
.-."' ) 

CATERPILLAR PROJECT HISTORY RIPARIAN HABITAT DISTURBANCE NOTES 
TOTAL AMOUNT OF REGu..ATED RIPARIAN HA.BITATVVITl·IN THE PROJECT BOLNDARY· 799.73 AC 
-IRA 'H'· 22.45AC 
-IRA 'B': 75.37AC 
-IRA 'C'· 241.85AC 
-XERORIPARIAN 'B': 98.24 AC 
-XERORIPARIAN'C': 361.51 AC 
-XERORIPARLAN 'D': 0 .31 AC 

2, HISTORIC AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY ANDA REVIEW OF All PROJECTS APPROVED BY PIMA COUNTY FOR THE CATERPtllAR COMPLEX 
WERE UTILIZED TO DE.TERMINE NO DISTURBANCE TO REGULATED RIPARIAN HABITAT HAS OCCURRED SINCE TI-£ ADOPTION OF 
THE RIPARIAN HABITAT ORDINANCE IN 2005. 

3, All DISTURBANCE TO REGu..A TEO RIPARIAN HABITAT FOR THE PROVING GROUNDS ANO TINA.IA HILLS EXISTED PRIOR TO 2005 AS 
SHOWN IN 2002 PAG COLOR ORTHOPHOTO IMAGERY. 

4. CATERPILLAR HAS T'NO OJPROVEMENT AREA PROJECTS CURRENn Y UNDER REVIEW BY PIMA COUNTY. TI-EY ARE IDENTIFIED ON 
THS EXHIBIT AS IWROVEMENT AREAS HA.UL ROAOAfll'.l 10% ROAD. 

5. THE HA.UL ROAD Afll'.l 10"A, ROAD ARE THE FIRST lw>ROVEMENT AREAS TO DISTURB RIPARIAN HABITAT SINCE THE ORDINANCE 
TOOK EFFECT IN 2005ANO REQUIRE MITIGATION PLANS. 

6. TOTAL AMOUNT OF PROPOSE.DRE Gu.A TEO RIPARIAN HABITAT DISTURBANCE 'IYHHN THE IMPROVEMENT AREAS: 

HAUL ROAD 
-IRA'B': 1.74AC 
-XERORIPARIAN '8': 0.57 AC 
-XERORIPARIAN 'C'· 0.76AC 

10"A,ROAD: 
-IRA'H' . 4,33AC 

7, APPL.ICABIUTY: PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 16.30.050.A OF Tl-£ PIMA COUNTY FLOODPt..AlN ANO EROSION HAZARD MANAGEMENT 
ORDINANCE NO. 2010-FC5 (ORDINANCE), IF AN APPLICANT DEMONSTRATES TO THE SA TI SF ACTION OF THE DISTRICT THAT 
ALTERATION Of A REGULATED RIPARIAN HABITAT CA/INOT REASONABI.. Y BE AVOIDED, A RIPARIAN HABITAT MITIGATION PLAN 

(RHMP) SHALL BE. SUBMITTED TO Tt-E DISTRICT FOR APPROVAL 'M-IEN MORE THAN I ACRE (14,520 SQUARE FEET) OF REGu..A TEO 
RIPARIAN HABITAT (RRH) IS OS TURBE 0 . 
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IN LIEU-FEE TABLE 

HAU L ROA D 

RIPARIAN TYPE IN-LIEU FEE PER ACRE otSTURaED ACRES 

IRA'B' S28,00000 

XERORJPARIAN'B' $16,000.00 

XERORIPARIAN 'C' SH,000 

SUBTOTAL 

GENERAL NOTES 
ZONING THE EXl5TING ZONING IS "llH" 
TAX COO( ,AACHS: l04010l6T, l0401011J, lOIOIOllH, .»10101 65 
I.ANO USE: l'RCMNG GIOUN OS 
GIIOSSSITCAAEA: 62U.O!IACIICS 
IMPROYCMENT AA(A.; lO 16 ACIIU 

6. TOT-'!. RIPARIAN AMA OtSlURIICD: U )7 ACACS 
6.1 . IRA 'B' DISTlNIIIANCE: 174ACll[S 
6.l . )([ROltlPUIAN '8' OtSTUIIIIANCE: .S7 AO.CS 
6.l . lt(AOll11'AJIIAH'COISTUIUIAHC[ •.76AC11£S 

1.74 

.76 

TOTAL IN-LIEU FEE 

$48,720 

S9.120 

$68,480 

7 RlP,tJtlAHARU.SDt5TUIUICD IV HAUL IIOADWl.l ll MlTIGATC0fl'f l'AYM[NTOf AH lN•UEUHE 
I . TH(IN,UEUf[£ f()l;IRA '8' 15SJl,OOO/ACII( 

THEIN-UEUf[(fOflX[ROAJPAIUAN'8'15S16,000/AC.~ 
THC tN-ll(U f([ fOII llCIIOIUf'AIUAN 'C' IS 514,00Q/Mll[ 

10 111( TOlAl f[( FOR HI£ l'tlO.ICCT IS $61,4'0 
11 IIPAIIIAN HABITAT TOIi( l'IICSUtvCOSltAll 1£ FENCED fOfl PltOTCCTION Ot.lRING CONSlltUCTION USING 

MINIMUM 4-1001 ltlGtt OIIAHG[ M[Slt IIAAltlCAO[ flNCIHG. PROT(CIIV[ HNCIHG MUST REMA.IN IN 
,tAU THROUGltotJl It!( CONSIRUCIION AHO OlVElOPM[NJ l'tlOCUS. 

11 ~REV100S RIPARIAN HA81 1AI OIS1Ull.8ANCC DllSIEDPRIORTOlOOS 

HAUL ROAD 
FOR THE 

TUCSON PROVING GROUNDS HAUL ROAD, SITE 16-17 
TESTING & EVALUATION FACILITY 

LOCATED WITHIN PORTIONS OF SECTIONS 29-32, 
TOWNSHIP 18S, RANGE 12 EAST, G&SRM, 

PIMA COUNTY, ARIZONA 
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HAUL ROAD 
FOR THE 

TUCSON PROVING GROUNDS HAUL ROAD, SITE 16-17 
TESTING & EVALUATION FACILITY 

LOCATED WITHIN PORTIONS OF SECTIONS 29-32, 
TOWNSHIP 18S, RANGE 12 EAST, G&SRM, 

PIMA COUNTY, ARIZONA 
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