
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AGENDA ITEM REPORT 

Requested Board Meeting Date: 8/2/2022 

*= Mandatory, information must be provided 

Click or tap the boxes to enter text. If not applicable, indicate "N/A". 

*Title: 

Approval of a Riparian Habitat Mitigation In-Lieu Fee Proposal for a 10% Road at the Caterpillar Proving Grounds, Located within 

Regulated Riparian Habitat {District 3) 

*Introduction/Background: 

Chapter 16.30 of the Pima County Floodplain Management Ordinance No. 2010-FCS {Ordinance) requires mitigation for mapped 

riparian habitat disturbances greater than 1/3 acre. If a project site contains suitable area{s) for riparian restoration, enhancement, 

or establishment, onsite mitigation occurs in accordance with the adopted Regulated Riparian Habitat Mitigation Standards and 

Implementation Guidelines. The Ordinance contains a provision for mitigation banking, when on-site mitigation is not feasible. All 

offsite mitigation proposals require Flood Control District Board of Directors review and approval. 

*Discussion: 

The applicant, Chris Laria with the Planning Center has applied for a grading permit to construct a road with a 10% grade for vehicle 

testing on property located at 6000 West Caterpillar Trail. This project will disturb 4.33 acres of Important Riparian Area with an 

Underlying Classification of Hydromesoriparian Habitat. Mr. Laria has prepared a Riparian Habitat Mitigation In-Lieu Fee Proposal 

and is proposing to contribute a fee of $173,200 in lieu of onsite mitigation, based on the Flat Fee Table provided in the Pima County 

Regulated Riparian Habitat Off-Site Mitigation Guidelines. 

* Conclusion: 

Acceptance of mitigation banking funds in-lieu of onsite mitigation is allowed under the Ordinance . Contributions to the mitigation 

bank for disturbance of this habitat will provide fund s to be used towa rd purchase of high value resources or towards restoration of 

degraded riparian habitat within Pima County. 

*Recommendation: 

The In-Lieu Fee Proposal conforms to the Ord inance and the Guidelines, and, as such, the District recommends approval. 

*Fiscal Impact: 

$173,200.00 

*Board of Supervisor District: 

Department: Regional Flood Control District 

Contact: Patricia Gilbert 

Telephone : 724-4600 

Telephone: 724-4606 

County Administrator Signature : - ---~-------- Date:4'{-z:2,/2.:J_ 

7/14/2021 
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PIMA COUNTY 
FLOOD CONTROL 

TO: Flood Control District Board of Directors 

MEMORANDUM 

DATE: June 21, 2022 

FROM: Suzanne Shield s, P.E. 
Director 

SUBJECT: Approval of a Riparian Habitat Mitigation In-Lieu Fee Proposal for a 10% Road at the Caterpillar 
Proving Grounds, Located within Regulated Riparian Habitat (District 3) 

Background 

Chapter 16.30 of the Pima County Floodplain Management Ordinance No. 2010-FCS {Ordinance) requires 
mitigation for mapped riparian habitat disturbances greater than 1/3 acre. If a project site contains suitable 

area(s) for riparian restoration, enhancement, or establishment, onsite mitigation occurs in accordance with the 
adopted Regulated Riparian Habitat Mitigation Standards and Implementation Guidelines. The Ordinance contains 
a provis ion for mitigation banking, when on-site mitigation is not feasible . All offsite mitigation proposals require 
Flood Control District Board of Directors (Board) review and approval. 

Report 

The applicant, Chris Laria with the Planning Center has applied for a grading permit to construct a road with a 10% 
grade for vehicle testing on property located at 6000 West Caterpillar Trail (Exhibit A) . This project will disturb 
4.33 acres of Important Riparian Area with an Underlying Classification of Hydromesoriparian Habitat {Exhibit B). 

The proving grounds are used to test large vehicular equipment, conseq uently the testing site is constant ly 
changing where disturbance to Regulated Riparian Habitat (RRH) will be ongoing and continuous into the 
foreseeable future . When mitigating through planting on-site the property owner is required to provide 

monitoring reports for 5 years. Since the 1/3 acre disturbance threshold has been crossed and the site has a high 
probability of disturbing more RRH as the testing site expands monitoring reports with different timeframes would 
likely be required . As a resu lt, Mr. Laria has prepared a Riparian Habitat Mitigation In-Lieu Fee Proposal (Exhibit C) 
and is proposing to contribute a fee of $173,200 in lieu of onsite mitigation, based on the Flat Fee Table provided 
in the Pima County Regulated Riparian Habitat Off-Site Mitigation Guidelines. 

XA XB XC XO IRA/H, H IRA/XA IRA/XB IRA/XC IRA/XO 

Cost per $17,000 $16,000 $14,000 $12,000 $40,000 $30,000 $28,000 $25,000 $22,000 
Acre 

Recommendation 

Acceptance of mitigation banking funds in-lieu of onsite mitigation is allowed under the Ordinance. Contributions 
to the mitigation bank for disturbance of this habitat will provide funds to be used toward purchase of high value 
resources or towards restoration of degraded riparian habitat within Pima County 

Attachments : Exhibit A - Proj ect Location 
Exhibit B - Project Site - Riparian Classification Map 
Exhibit C - Mitigation Banking In-lieu Fee Proposal 



Exhibit A 

Feet 

'v' 

Caterpillar Proving Grounds 
10% Road Improvement 

6/20/2022 

This map is static output from an internet 
mapping site and no warranty is expressed or 
implied as to the accuracy, reliability , currency 
or completeness of the data, and is for 
refe rence onlv 



Exhibit B 
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Riparian Habitat - Pima 
Effective 10/20/2005 
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6/20/2022 

This map is static output from an internet 
mapping site and no warranty is expressed or 
implied as to the accuracy, rel iability , currency 
or completeness of the data, and is for 
reference onlv 



!Exhibit C k CATERPILLAR PROJECT HISTORY 
APN DEVELOPMENT PERMITS 

:,o.a..o,-011H.:D1-01-011J """""' 
:!ltM-O'l-011H.lJOli-01.0IIJ """""' 

'"""""' 
:JOI.O'l.{)11H,:ll04-01-011J 

APN DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

.....,,.__,, 

(5/1211989 • 6/14/22) 

NAME BY PIMA COUNTY 
CATERPIU.AA INC IIJCSON l'ffOIIINOGROUHOPRIVAT E GRAOINOPI.NIS,App,- 1°"11/l'Oll 

CATERPIU.Nl;PROVINOGROUNOv.EU.NO•PFELl'EANOSl~TANK,,.__ 
Y2Y1011 (1 en. •--..1:M.N - ea) 

CATERPltLAR TUCSOH PROVINO OROUN06 TESTING ANO EVALUATION FACILITY,......,,..., 
llt'2Sl201S(S.•1,1,o, a110U1&7.71 --a 

CATEHPll.1.ARTPOPARKINGAOOITIOHSE & REV1, App,- 1111'1fo'2015 {Q.U '!l,o,.-1.13-• --- - 5'11..s..-.-, 
CATERPlll..AASH.ES &MAAKETIHGFACa.lTY, ~ l/202015 (O.,,,.•uout5.J2 ..... . ...,_ 
- -ws..-.··1 
CATERPIUNlTPOIOVIHPI\RJONOEXTENSION &~V1. ,-.,. ... 1111'15n015 1(1.2"•-.c •.Sol -----K.s..--1 
CATERl'lll.AM INC TUC90NPROVINOOA0UNOPRIVATEQRN:IINCIPI.ANS, App- 101'2'1n<l13 

CATERPIUAAPROVNQGROl,#l()'M::U.N0 4 PIPELINEANOSTORAGETANl(,,-­
Y2Y.!01 1 (l • .~•-14.1'1--.j 

CATERPllLAR TINA.IA HILLS FACILITY TAIJCl(WM!-i SIOA"1WA TER DRAINAGE, App,c,,-, 
1t/'28n01t c,_s, ,1, 0,.-10.•--- - -w.s..-- 1 
CATERPILI.ARTINAJAI-C.LS.,-- ~I (0.51 '!1o o,Mml:4,30-• - AIM-lllall5"' 5M 

___ ) 

CATERPILLARTINAJAHIUSFUEL IS.NIOREl'I..ACEMENT,,_.,,,..i Cll"ll/'2013 (0.30'll,.., a110U11.'6 -----K.s..-.-1 
CATERPILI.AAllNAJAl«.LSNEWGENERATORIIUu■,IG & REV2.,_.,,, .. Yll/2015 I0,.2fto• 
-.i2.15 __ ..._ ..._ ._w s..--, 

NAME BY PIMA COUNTY 
TUCSONPR0',1NOOAOUMlRE\IISIOHN0. 3, PNito,cl......,_ P12120olS, k,olor,M 11)'1lln012 

TUCSONPA0Ylt,IQGROUN'.)"4ARKE'f!NO&SH.ESF...al.JTY,~-- C0111101!8, ...__ 
,o.t.Ol.0,llf, ,o.t.01.0,IJ ~ StllnQIO !(IO_lil!lllil'l, o, aDW 806.0II-J 

APN DOT IMPROVEMENT PLAN NAME BY PIMA COUNTY. 

"""-"' 

"""'-"' 

TLCSOl'IPAO',llt,100ROlJNOS.REV1 p., .... ..,-~,st--N• --5"' s..-.- J 

CAIERPILLAR INCTUCSONPROV!t,IQOR.OIJNO I0.3'111.0lallOutS.••-•NM- INol>~'II, S.. - -, 
CATERPILLAR INC TUCSON PROVINO GROUND (0.3"' - -~-• • - • NM - - ~'II,. S.. ---1 

CATERPILLAR PROJECT HISTORY RIPARIAN HABITAT DISTURBANCE NOTES 
TOTAL AMOUNT OF REGULATED RIPARIAN W.BITATWITHN THE PROJECT BOI.JND'RY· 711.73 AC 
--IRA 'H'· 22.45AC 
--IRA'B' 7'5.37AC 
--IRA "C'· 241 .45 AC 
-XERORIPARIAN '8'· 99.24 AC 
-XERORIPARIAN'C· 361.51 AC 
-XERORIPARIAN'O'· 0.31 AC 

2. HSTORIC AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY ANO A REVIEW OF All PROJECTS APPROVED BY PIMA COUNTY FOR THE CATERPILLAR COMPLEX 
MRE UTILIZED TO DETERMINE NO DISTURBANCE TO REGULATED RIPARIAN HABITAT HAS OCCURRED SINCE. Tt-E ADOPTION OF 
THE RIPARIAN t-W31TAT ORDINANCE IN 2005. 

J. ALL OISTI..fU!ANCE TO REGULATED RIPARIAN HABITAT FOR THE PROVING GROUNDS ANO TINA.IA ... LS EXfSTED PRIOR TO 2005N!. 
SHOWN IN 2002 PAG COLOR ORTHOf'HOTO IMAGERY. 

4. CATERPILLAR HAS TWO IMPROVEMENT AA.EA PftO.ECTS CLI\RENTlY UNOER REVIEW BY PIMA COUNTY. Tt-EY ARE IDENTIFIED ON 
TI-IS EXHBIT AS lw>ROVEMENT AREAS HAUL ROAD~ IO'II, ROAD. 

S. THE HAUL R0A0 ~ 10'll, ROAD ARE THE FIRST IW'ROVEMENT AREAS TO [JST\JRB RIPARIAN HABITAT SINCE THE ORDINANCE 
TOOK EFFECT IN 2005 ANO REQUIRE MITIGATION PLANS. 

6. TOTAL AMOUNT OF PROPOSED REGULATED RIPARIAN HABITAT DISTURBANCE. WITI-IN THE IMPROVEMENT AREAS 

HAU.ROAD 
--IRA'B' 1.7-1AC 
-XERORIPARIAN '8' 0.57 AC 
-XERORIPARIAN 'C'• 0.7SAC 

10'll. ROAD' 
--IRA'H' -1.3,J AC 

7. APf'UC>.BIUTY PI..RSUANT TO CHAPTER 19.30.050.A Of Tt-E PIMA COUNTY FLOODPt..AJN ANO EROSION HAZARD MANAGEMENT 
ORDINANCE NO. 2010-FCS (ORDINANCE), IF ANAPf>LICANT DEMONSTRATES TO THE SATISFACTION OF THE DISTRtCT THAT 
ALTERATION OF A REGULATED RIPARIAN HA8'TATCA,.,NOT REASONABLY BE AVOIDED. A RIPARIAN HABITAT MITIGATION Pt.AN 
(RH"") SHAU. BE SU8MITTEO TO Tl-£ DISTRICT FOR APPROVAL IM-IEN MORE THAN I ACRE (1-1,S20 SOUARE FEET) OF REGu.ATED 
RIPARIAN HABITAT (RRH) IS DISTURBED. 

LEGEND 
CATERPILLAR EXTENTS lllliilllllll IRAH XERORIPARIAN '8' -IMPROVEMENT AREA ~ IRA 'B' IIITIT!Tillil XERORIPARIAN 'C' 

'-./'- WASHflETINORK IIIEDI IRA 'C' - XERORIPARIAN "D' 

IZ2Zzl 20C'UtDSTURBED NATURAL BUFFER 
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IN LIEU-FEE TABLE 

10•1. ROAD 

RIPARIAN TYPE IN~Jeu FEE PeR ACRE DISTURBED ACRES 

S40,000.00 

GENERAL NOTES 

ZONING; TH£ EXISTING ZONING IS "RH" 
TAXCOO(PARCUS l04010llil,l0401011J,l04010UH,30401016S 
LANO US£: PftOVING GAOUNOS 
GIIOSS SIT( AREA: i2ll.OO ACW 
IMPfl.OVEM(NT AREA; 11.4 ACRC!i 
IOTAL IUPAAIAN ARCA D6TUR8£D· 4 l3 ACRES 
IIJPAAIANARCATYPf:: IRA 'H' 

I . IIJPAIUAN ARCAS OISTUIIICO IY 1[)!11; ROAD Wl.l 1£ MITIGATCD IY PAYM(NT 
OfANINllfUfU 

9. l'IIEIN· LICUfCErOIIIRA 'll'ISS◄0,000/ACRC 

10. THE TOTAL IN-ll[U TU TOIi nus PROJECT 15 S173,XIO.OO 
11 IIJPAIUANHABllAI l08CPfl.ESCIIVCOSHAllll£f(NCl0fOlll'IIOTECTION 

DURING CONSTRUCTION U!ilHG MINIMUM 4-fOOT HIGH OMHG( MESH 
8ARRICA0£ HNCJNG. PROHCTNC flNCING MUST REMAIN JN Pl.ACE 
THROUGHOUT TH£ CONSTRUCTION AHO 0£¥(1.0PM(NT PROCESS. 

12 Pfl.£VK>US IIIPARIAH HABITAT OtSTl.lllBAHClEXl!i"T[OPIIIOll l0200S 

TOTAL IN..UEU FEE 

S173,20000 

10% ROAD 
FOR THE 

TUCSON PROVING GROUNDS HAUL ROAD, SITE 16-17 
TESTING & EVALUATION FACILITY 

LOCATED WITHIN PORTIONS OF SECTIONS 29-32, 
TOWNSHIP 18S, RANGE 12 EAST, G&SRM, 

PIMA COUNTY, ARIZONA 

PROJECT 
LOCATION 
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LOCATION MAP 
5Clil..El"•1111.E 
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10% ROAD 
FOR THE 

TUCSON PROVING GROUNDS HAUL ROAD, SITE 16-17 
TESTING & EVALUATION FACILITY 

LOCATED WITHIN PORTIONS OF SECTIONS 29-32, 
TOWNSHIP 18S, RANGE 12 EAST, G&SRM, 

----

PIMA COUNTY, ARIZONA 

IMPROVEMENT AREA 
(100...ROAD) 
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