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5.  On December 4, 2020, as the last winter surge was filling up our hospital beds across the 

county, the Pima County Board of Supervisors adopted Resolution 2020-96, requiring all persons 

in Pima County who were not exempt under that Resolution to wear compliant face coverings 

while in public and unable to easily and continuously physically distance from others, and 

additionally mandating that businesses refuse to allow a person who was not exempt and who 

refused to wear a face covering from entering or staying in the establishment.  

 

6. One May 14, 2021 with the caseload having dropped for over one month to below 10 new 

cases per 100,000 county residents per week, and vaccinations available to all adults in the 

county, the Pima County Board of Supervisors adopted Resolution 2021-35, lifting the 

requirement for individuals to wear face coverings in public settings and replacing it with a 

recommendation to continue to do so. 

 

7. Since early August 2021, Arizona – and Pima County – has again been experiencing alarming 

community spread of Covid-19 and decreased availability of necessary healthcare resources, 

including hospital and intensive care beds. Since August 14, 2021, community spread of Covid-

19 in Pima County has been classified as “high” by the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC), which currently recommends that “Everyone in Pima County, 

Arizona should wear a mask in public, indoor settings.” (https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-

tracker)  

 

8. As of December 15, 2021: There are only three (3) ICU Beds available in all of Pima County, 

and overall ICU bed capacity countywide has been below 5% for 57 days and counting. Thirty 

four percent (34%) of all ICU beds are in use by COVID-19 positive patients, and there are 

currently zero Pediatric ICU beds available in Pima County.  

 

9. As of December 15, 2021: A total of 389 COVID-19 positive inpatients are currently in Pima 

County hospitals, with the daily admissions continuing to exceed the daily discharges day after 

day. Additionally, Emergency Room beds are currently occupied at 77% of total capacity. The 

healthcare system is under enormous strain, even as we brace for the arrival of the Omicron 

variant in Pima County.  

 

10. For the period from November 22, 2021 through December 13, 2021, Pima County hospitals 

have reported 155 total deaths due to COVID-19, or an average of 51.7 deaths per week. 

 

11. While the percentage of Pima County residents fully vaccinated and boosted continues to 

increase, we continue to have areas of the state where vaccine coverage is low, putting 

individuals and communities at greater risk for COVID-19. Given the current hospital census, 

which is at or over capacity, even a moderate surge in cases and hospitalizations could materially 

impact Pima County’s health care delivery system.  

12. Implementing a universal masking requirement not only has proven to decrease the rate of 

infections but also is able to slow community transmission. A series of cross-sectional surveys in 

the U.S. suggested that a 10% increase in self-reported mask wearing tripled the likelihood of 

slowing community transmission. 
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More Information

The Science of Masking to Control COVID-19 [PDF – 28 slides]
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