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MEMORANDUM 

The Honorable Chair and Members 
Pima County Board of Supervisors 

Date: November 12, 2014 

From: C.H. Huckelberry/~ 
County Admini~ 

Re: Supplemental Information Related to the Board of Supervisors November 18, 2014 
Agenda Item Regarding the 2015 Legislative Agenda and Transportation Funding 

have consistently recommended to the Board of Supervisors that an increase in 
transportation funding is essential for economic expansion within Arizona. Such is 
necessary to allow cities, towns, counties and the state to adequately maintain and repair 
their surface transportation systems. Further, additional funding is necessary to build 
modern transportation systems for surface, rail and air transport to make Arizona 
economically competitive. 

I have recommended in multiple memoranda and reports, and the Board endorsed in the 
previous legislative agenda, an up to 1 0-cent increase in the state gasoline tax. This 
would increase gas tax revenues by 56 percent. 

I have also consistently recommended, and the Board has approved, using Highway User 
Revenue Funds for their intended purpose - that is, to build and maintain a state, county, 
city and town transportation system. The Arizona Legislature has diverted up to $900 
million in the last 1 0 years to balance the State budget or for purposes other than building 
and maintaining streets and highways. 

Between 1960 and 1990, Arizona's population nearly tripled, and the State Legislature 
raised the gas tax nine 'times to keep up with infrastructure expansions needed for that 
population increase. In the 23 years since the gas tax was last raised, the Arizona's 
population has nearly doubled; but the Legislature has provided no extra funds for the 
infrastructure improvements necessary to serve that population increase. 

This recent election cycle found a number of communities and states taking positive action 
regarding transportation funding and transportation investment for economic expansion. In 
Texas, 80 percent of the voters approved a constitutional amendment that could provide 
up to $1.7 billion annually for state road projects. In addition, significant majorities of 
voters in Wisconsin and Maryland approved proposals to protect transportation monies 
from being diverted for other purposes. Voters in these states have expressed a 
willingness to fund transportation infrastructure, so long as such funding is, in fact, used 
for this purpose. 














































