
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AGENDA ITEM REPORT 

Requested Board Meeting Date: November 22, 2016 

T"tl . Approval of a Rip~rian_ Habitat M~tigation ln-_Lieu Fee _Pro_posal for 1792 East Sahua_ro ~lossom _ Piace.' L?cated 
1 e. within Important R1panan Area w1th Underlying Xeronpanan Class B and Class C R1panan Habitat (D1stnct 1) 

I ntrod uction/Backgrou nd: 

Chapter 16.30 of the Pima County Floodplain Management Ordinance No. 201 O-FC5 (Ordinance) requires mitigation 
when cumulative disturbance of more than 1/3 acre of mapped riparian habitat occurs. If a project site contains 
suitable area(s) for mitigation , restoration , or enhancement, then on-site mitigation is required in accordance with the 
adopted Regulated Riparian Habitat Mitigation Standards and Implementation Guidelines. The Ordinance contains a 
provision for mitigation banking when on-site mitigation is not feasible. All off-site mitigation proposals require Flood 
Control District Board of Directors (Board) review and approval. 

Discussion: 
Property owner, William Diamond, is applying for a floodplain use permit to construct a single family residence on his 
property located at 1792 East Sahuaro Blossom Place. The entire property is mapped within Regulated Riparian 
Habitat (RRH) classified as Important Riparian Area with underlying Xeroriparian Class B and Class C Habitat. The 
property is 1.15 acres in size and the RRH disturbance is 0.35 acres, which requires a Riparian Habitat Mitigation 
Plan (RHMP) . Mr. Diamond hired Gene Johnson, with Benjamin Designs, to prepare a RHMP. The property is 
densely vegetated with healthy mature trees therefore has no suitable place for on-site mitigation. As a result, the 
owner is proposing to contribute a fee of $3,490.00 in lieu of on-site mitigation, based on the Flat Fee Table. 

Conclusion: 

Acceptance of mitigation banking funds in-lieu of on-site mitigation is allowed under the Ordinance. Contributions to the 
mitigation bank for disturbance of this habitat will provide funds to be used toward purchase of high value resources or 
towards restoration of degraded riparian habitat within Pima County. 

Recommendation: 

The ILF proposal presented conforms with the Ordinance and , as such, the District recommends approval. 

Fiscal Impact: 

$3490.00 

Board of Supervisor District: 

[gl 1 0 2 0 3 

Department: Regional Flood Control District 

0 4 0 5 0 All 

Telephone: 724-4600 
--------------------------



A n 
PIMA COUNTY 

FLOOD CONTROL 

MEMORANDUM 

DATE: October 28, 2016 

TO: Flood Control District Board of Directors 
01 FofL 

FROM: Suzanne Shiel~,[&.{ 

SUBJECT: 

Background 

Director 

Approval of a Riparian Habitat Mitigation In-Lieu Fee Proposal located at 1792 East 
Sahuaro Blossom Place, located within Important Riparian Area with Underlying 
Xeroriparian Class Band Class C Habitat (District 1) 

Chapter 16.30 of the Pima County Floodplain Management Ordinance No. 2010-FC5 (Ordinance) 
requires mitigation for mapped riparian habitat disturbances greater than 1/3 acre. If a project site 
contains suitable area(s) for riparian restoration, enhancement, or establishment, onsite mitigation 
occurs in accordance with the adopted Regulated Riparian Habitat Mitigation Standards and 
Implementation Guidelines. The Ordinance contains a provision for mitigation banking, when on-site 
mitigation is not feasible . All off-site mitigation proposals require Flood Control District Board of 
Directors (Board) review and approval. 

Report 

Property owner, William Diamond, is applying for a floodplain use permit to construct a single family 
residence on his property located at 1792 East Sahuaro Blossom Place (Exhibit A). The entire property is 
mapped within Regulated Riparian Habitat (RRH) classified as Important Riparian Area with underlying 
Xeroriparian Class B and Class C Habitat (Exhibit B) . The property is 1.15 acres in size and the RRH 
disturbance is 0.35 acres, which requires a Riparian Habitat Mitigation Plan (RHMP). 

Mr. Diamond hired Gene Johnson, with Benjamin Designs, to prepare a RHMP (Exhibit C) . The property 
is densely vegetated with healthy mature trees therefore has no suitable place for on-site mitigation. As 
a result, the owner is proposing to contribute a fee of $3,490.00 in lieu of on-site mitigation, based on 
the Flat Fee Table (Exhibit D). 

Recommendation 

Acceptance of mitigation banking funds in-lieu of on-site mitigation is allowed under the Ordinance. 
Contributions to the mitigation bank for disturbance of this habitat will provide funds to be used toward 
purchase of high value resources or towards restoration of degraded riparian habitat within Pima 
County. 

Attachments: Exhibit A- Project Location 
Exhibit B- Project Site- Riparian Classification Map 
Exhibit C- Mitigation Banking In-lieu Fee Proposal 
Exhibit D-In-lieu Flat Fee Table 
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• !Exhibit ol 
PIMA COUNTY 

FLOOD CONTROL 

In-lieu Fee Calculation Options 

1. Flat fee table. Applicant shall use the flat fee table for calculating the fee for acreage of 
disturbed Regulated Riparian Habitat (RRH) not mitigated onsite. Flat fee is based on cost per 
acre to mitigate onsite. The f lat fee table accounts for all components of a mitigation plan. 

Flat Fee Table- Cost per Acre for RRH Disturbance 

XA XB XC XD IRA/H, IRA/XA IRA/XB IRA/XC IRA/XD 
H 

Cost per Acre $8,500 $7,500 $6,500 $5,000 $17,000 $12,500 $11,000 $9,500 $8,000 

Single Lot 

Cost per Acre $17,000 $16,000 $14,000 $12,000 $40,000 $30,000 $28,000 $25,000 $22,000 

Development 
Project 

2. ILF Calculation Spreadsheet. The applicant may use the ILF calculation spreadsheet when 
certain components of the mitigation requirement are not completed onsite. The ILF calculation 
spreadsheet allows an applicant to determine ILF costs for individual components of a 
mitigation plan (e.g., trees/shrubs, seeding, or irrigation, etc.). For example, an appropriate use 
of the ILF Ca lculation Spreadsheet would be when an applicant proposes planting only 50% of 
the required trees/shrubs onsite but placing 100% of the seeding requirement onsite. 

The "component" ILF would then represent the value of 50% of trees/shrubs and irrigation not 
implemented on the project site. Note, when calculating component values, percentages of the 
irrigation component completed onsite must equal the percentage of trees/shrubs component 
completed onsite. 

3. ILF Cost Estimate provided by a qualified professional. ILF cost estimates may be obtained 
from a qualified professional as an alternative to using the flat fee or spreadsheet calculations. 
Qualified professionals include: nurseries, landscape companies, landscape architects, biologist, 
botanist, or other qualified professional that would design, supply, or install components 
required for onsite mitigation. Submittals shall follow requirements listed in the ILF checklist 
provided in Appendix G of the Regulated Riparian Habitat Off-site Mitigation Guidelines for 
unincorporated Pima County. 

Suzanne Shields, P.E., Director 
201 N. Stone Avenue. 9th Aoor. Tucson. Arizona 85701-1207 • Phone: 520-724-4600 • Fax: 520-724-4621 


