Pima County Clerk of the Board

Melissa Manriquez

Administration Division Management of Information & Records Division
130 W. Congress, 1st Floor 1640 East Benson Highway
Katrina Martinez Tucson, AZ 85701 Tugcson, Arizona 85714
Deputy Clerk Phone: (620)724-8449 » Fax: (520) 222-0448 Phone: (520) 351-8454 + Fax: (520) 791-6666
MEMORANDUM
TO: Honorable Chair and Board Members

Pima County Board of Supervisors
FROM: Melissa Manriquez, Clerk of the BoarWXfﬁ
DATE: May 17, 2022

RE: Petition for Relief of Real Property Taxes — Orthodox Christian Sisterhood
of the Holy Unmercenaries

Pursuant to A.R.S. §42-11109(E), Orthodox Christian Sisterhood of the Holy
Unmercenaries, filed a petition on February 2, 2022, for relief of their Real Property Taxes
as follows:

Pending Tax Payments:

Parcel No. Year Taxes due Interest Fees Total

219-27-002G-1 2021 $ 1,132.61 $ 90.61 $ 000 $ 1,223.22
219-27-002G-2 2021 $ 1,132.61 $ 0.00 $ 000 $ 1,132.61
219-27-003D-1 2020 $11,926.02 $ 0.00 $20.00 $11,946.02
219-32-003C-1 2020 $15,123.19 $ 0.00 $20.00 $15,143.19
219-32-003C-1 2021 $ 5,637.07 $442.97 $ 0.00 $ 5,980.04
219-32-003C-2 2021 $ 553707 $ 0.00 $ 000 $ 5537.07
Total $40,388.57 $533.58 $40.00 $40,962.15

The Assessor’s review indicated that had the affidavit been filed in a timely manner, the
Assessor would have granted the exemption.

/mm

Attachments
- Notice of Hearing
- Treasurer's Tax Reports
- Assessor's Review Forms
- Orthodox Christian Sisterhood of the Holy Unmercenaries submission



Pima County Clerk of the Board

Melissa Manriquez

. Administration Division Management of Information & Records Division
130 W. Congress, 1st Floor 1640 East Benson Highway
Katrina Martinez Tucson, AZ 85701 Tucson, Arizona 85714
Deputy Clerk Phone: (520)724-8449  Fax: (520) 222-0448 Phone: (520) 351-8454 » Fax: (520) 791-6666

May 4, 2022

Orthodox Christian Sisterhood of the Holy Unmercenaries
Attn: Alison Morgan, President

2800 W. Moore Road

Tucson, AZ 85755

RE: Petition for Relief of Taxes — Parcel Nos. 219-27-002G, 219-27-003D and 219-32-
003C

Dear Ms. Morgan:

Please be advised that your Petition for Relief of Real Property Taxes for tax years 2020
and 2021, has been scheduled before the Pima County Board of Supervisors on Tuesday,
May 17, 2022, at 9:00 a.m., or thereafter, at the following location:

Pima County Administration Building
Board of Supervisors Hearing Room
130 W. Congress, 1st Floor

Tucson, AZ 85701

If you have any questions regarding this hearing, please contact this office at (520)724-
8449. .

Sincerely,

Clerk of the Board

/mm



a PIMA COUNTY TREASURER'S OFFICE

Beth Ford, CPA 240 North Stone Avenue

, Tucson AZ, 85701-1199
Pima County Treasurer (520) 724-8341

ACCOUNT BALANCE

PANAGIA THEOTOKOS ECCLESIASTICAL RETREAT TR
ATTN: ALEX TRIGONIS, TRUSTEE

26617 E DESERT HILLS RD

FLORENCE AZ 85132-9588

ACCOUNT: 21927002G

PROPERTY TYPE: Real Estate

PROPERTY LOCATION: No Location Data Available

LEGAL DESC: NLY PTN SW4 NE4 SW4 9.6 AC SEC 28-11-13

Account Balance as of April 29, 2022

Tax Year Cert No Interest Date Interest Amount Interest Fees Due | Penalties Total Due
Percent Due Due
2021 -1 11/2/2021 16.0 1,132.61 90.61 0.00 0.00 1,223.22
2021-2 5/3/2022 16.0 1,132.61 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,132.61
Totals $2,265.22 $90.61 $0.00 $0.00 $2,355.83

If you have any qguestions about the items on this statement, please contact our offices.

Fax (520) 724-4809
www.to.pima.gov



PIMA COUNTY TREASURER'S OFFICE

240 North Stone Avenue
Beth Ford, CPA Tucson AZ, 85701-1199
Pima County Treasurer (520) 724-8341

ACCOUNT BALANCE

PANAGIA THEOTOKOS ECCLESIASTICAL RETREAT TR
ATTN: ALEX TRIGONIS, TRUSTEE

26617 E DESERT HILLS RD

FLORENCE AZ 85132-9588

ACCOUNT: 21927003D

PROPERTY TYPE: Real Estate

PROPERTY LOCATION: No Location Data Available

LEGAL DESC: NLY PTN W2 SW4 25 AC SEC 28-11-13

Account Balance as of April 29, 2022

Tax Year Cert No Interest Date Interest Amount Interest Fees Due | Penalties Total Due
Percent Due Due
2020 - 1 2201146 2/24/2022 0.0 11,926.02 0.00 20.00 0.00 11,946.02
Totals $11,926.02 $0.00 $20.00 $0.00 $11,946.02

If you have any questions about the items on this statement, please contact our offices.

Fax (520) 724-4809
www.to.pima.gov



Py PIMA COUNTY TREASURER'S OFFICE

AW Beth Ford, CPA 240 North Stone Avenue
Pi C ’ tvT Tucson AZ, 85701-1199
ima county rreasurer (520) 724-8341

ACCOUNT BALANCE

PANAGIA THEOTOKOS ECCLESIASTICAL RETREAT TR
ATTN: ALEX TRIGONIS, TRUST

26617 E DESERT HILLS RD

FLORENCE AZ 85132-9588

ACCOUNT: 21932003C

PROPERTY TYPE: Real Estate

PROPERTY LOCATION: 13100 N TEAL BLUE TR

LEGAL DESC: PTN NE4 SE4 39.40 AC SEC 29-11-13

Account Balance as of April 29, 2022

Tax Year | Cert No Interest Date Interest Amount Interest Fees Due | Penalties Total Due
Percent Due Due
2020 -1 2203222 2/24/2022 0.0 15,123.19 0.00 20.00 0.00 15,143.19
2021 -1 11/2/2021 16.0 5,637.07 442 .97 0.00 0.00 5,980.04
2021 -2 5/3/2022 16.0 5,637.07 0.00 0.00 0.00 5,537.07
Totals $26,197.33 $442.97 $20.00 $0.00 $26,660.30

If you have any questions about the items on this statement, please contact our offices.

Fax (520) 724-4809
www.to.pima.gov



Pima County Clerk of the Board

Melissa Manriquez

Administration Division Management of Information & Records Division
130 W. Congress, 1% Floor 1640 East Benson Highway
Katrina Martinez Tucson, AZ 85701 Tucson, Arizona 85714
Deputy Clerk Phone: (520)724-8449 - Fax: (520) 222-0448 Phone: (520) 351-8454 « Fax: (520) 791-6666

Petition to the Board of Supervisors - Review Form

Pursuant to _ AR.S. §42-11104(G) (educational/library property) or
¥ AR.S. §42-11109(E) (religious property)

Taxpayer Orthodox Christian Sisterhood of the Holy Unmercenaries

12020 - Parcel No. 219-27-002G
For tax year(s)

1) Did the organization file an affidavit as required by AR.S. §42-111537?
____Yes ¥ No

2) Was the affidavit filed on or before March 1 of the tax year as required by A.R.S.

§42-111537
____Yes ¥ No
3) If the affidavit had been filed timely, would the Assessor have granted the
exemption?
¥ Yes ___No
4) If the answer to Number 3 is “No”, why was the exemption denied?

The required ownership of the property was not in effect during the time
period required by statute.

The property was not being used for the exempt purpose during the time
period required by statute.

The requesting church, educational or library property did not furnish the
required documents requested by the Assessor at the time of application
per A.R.S. §42-11152(3)&(B)

Other:

Completed by: Pebra Teno Date: 4/18/2022

c: Honorable Suzanne Droubie, Pima County Assessor



Pima County Clerk of the Board

Melissa Manriquez

Administration Division Management of Information & Records Division

130 W. Congress, 1% Floor 1640 East Benson Highway
Katrina Martinez Tucson, AZ 85701 Tucson, Arizona 85714
Deputy Clerk Phone: (520)724-8449 « Fax: (520) 222-0448 Phone: (520) 351-8454 « Fax: (520) 791-6666

Petition to the Board of Supervisors - Review Form

Pursuant to _ AR.S. §42-11104(G) (educationalllibrary property) or
¥ AR.S. §42-11109(E) (religious property)

Taxpayer Orthodox Christian Sisterhood of the Holy Unmercenaries

2021 - Parcel No. 219-27-002G
For tax year(s)

1) Did the organization file an affidavit as required by A.R.S. §42-11153?
_ Yes ¥ No

2) Was the affidavit filed on or before March 1 of the tax year as required by A.R.S.

§42-111537
_ Yes Y No
3) If the affidavit had been filed timely, would the Assessor have granted the
exemption?
¥ Yes ___No
4) If the answer to Number 3 is “No”, why was the exemption denied?

The required ownership of the property was not in effect during the time
period required by statute.

The property was not being used for the exempt purpose during the time
period required by statute.

The requesting church, educational or library property did not furnish the
required documents requested by the Assessor at the time of application
per AR.S. §42-11152(3)&(B)

Other:

Completed by: Ryan Call Date: 4/27/2022

c: Honorable Suzanne Droubie, Pima County Assessor



Pima County Clerk of the Board

Melissa Manriquez

Administration Division Management of Information & Records Division
130 W. Congress, 1% Floor 1640 East Benson Highway
Katrina Martinez Tucson, AZ 85701 Tucson, Arizona 85714
Deputy Clerk Phone: (520)724-8449 « Fax: (520) 222-0448 Phone: (520) 351-8454 « Fax: (520) 791-6666

Petition to the Board of Supervisors - Review Form

Pursuant to ___ARS. §42-1 1104(G) (educationalllibrary property) or
¥ AR.S. §42-11109(E) (religious property)

Taxpayer Orthodox Christian Sisterhood of the Holy Unmercenaries

2020 - Parcel No. 219-32-003C
For tax year(s)

1) Did the organization file an affidavit as required by AR.S. §42-111537?

___ Yes ¥ No

2) Was the affidavit filed on or before March 1 of the tax year as required by A.R.S.
§42-111537
___Yes ¥ No

3) If the affidavit had been filed timely, would the Assessor have granted the
exemption?
v Yes ___No

4) If the answer to Number 3 is “No”, why was the exemption denied?

The required ownership of the property was not in effect during the time
period required by statute.

The property was not being used for the exempt purpose during the time
period required by statute.

The requesting church, educational or library property did not furnish the
required documents requested by the Assessor at the time of application
per AR.S. §42-11152(3)&(B)

Other:

Completed by: Ryan Call Date: 4/27/2022

c: Honorable Suzanne Droubie, Pima County Assessor



Pima County Clerk of the Board

Melissa Manriquez

Administration Division Management of Information & Records Division
130 W. Congress, 1% Floor 1640 East Benson Highway
Katrina Martinez Tucson, AZ 85701 Tucson, Arizona 85714
Deputy Clerk Phone: (520)724-8449 « Fax: (520) 222-0448 Phone: (520) 351-8454 « Fax: (620) 791-6666

Petition to the Board of Supervisors - Review Form

Pursuant to _ AR.S. §42-11104(G) (educationalllibrary property) or
¥ A.R.S. §42-11109(E) (religious property)

Taxpayer Orthodox Christian Sisterhood of the Holy Unmercenaries

2021 - Parcel No. 219-32-003C
For tax year(s)

1) Did the organization file an affidavit as required by A.R.S. §42-111537
__ Yes Y No

2) Was the affidavit filed on or before March 1 of the tax year as required by A.R.S.

§42-111537
___Yes ¥ No
3) If the affidavit had been filed timely, would the Assessor have granted the
exemption?
v Yes _ No
4) If the answer to Number 3 is “No”, why was the exemption denied?

The required ownership of the property was not in effect during the time
period required by statute.

The property was not being used for the exempt purpose during the time
period required by statute.

The requesting church, educational or library property did not furnish the
required documents requested by the Assessor at the time of application
per AR.S. §42-11152(3)&(B)

Other:

Completed by: Ryan Call Date: 4/27/2022

o Honorable Suzanne Droubie, Pima County Assessor



Pima County Clerk of the Board

Melissa Manriquez

Administration Division Management of Information & Records Division
130 W. Congress, 1% Floor : 1640 East Benson Highway
Katrina Martinez Tucson, AZ 85701 Tucson, Arizona 85714

Deputy Clerk Phone: (520)724-8449 « Fax: (520) 222-0448 Phone: (5620) 351-8454 « Fax: (520) 791-6666

Petition to the Board of Supervisors - Review Form

Pursuant to __ AR.S. §42-11104(G) (educationalllibrary property) or
¥ AR.S. §42-11109(E) (religious property)

Taxpayer Orthodox Christian Sisterhood of the Holy Unmercenaries

For tax year(s) 2020 - Parcel No. 219-27-003D

1) Did the organization file an affidavit as required by A.R.S. §42-111537

___Yes ¥ No

2) Was the affidavit filed on or before March 1 of the tax year as required by A.R.S.
§42-111537?
___ Yes ¥ No

3) If the affidavit had been filed timely, would the Assessor have granted the
exemption?
v Yes ___No

4) If the answer to Number 3 is “No”, why was the exemption denied?

The required ownership of the property was not in effect during the time
period required by statute.

The property was not being used for the exempt purpose during the time
period required by statute.

The requesting church, educational or library property did not furnish the
required documents requested by the Assessor at the time of application
per A.R.S. §42-11152(3)&(B)

Other:

Completed by: Rvan Call Date: 4/27/2022

c: Honorable Suzanne Droubie, Pima County Assessor



Orthodox Christian Sisterhood
of the Holy Unmercenaries

2800 'W. Moore Road
Tucson Arizona 85755
520-219-8889

Clerk of the Board
Administration Division

130 West Congress, 1st Floor
Tucson, AZ 85701

Dear Sir or Madam,

L}

o

I am writing to ask exemption from property taxes for the years 2020 and 2021 for parcel # 219-27-
002G, owned by Panagia Theotokos Ecclesiastical Retreat (PTER), a tax-exempt non-profit 501(c)(3 )
trust.

RS

"*—!r‘- -.x;
ii

.9!

This parcel is contiguous to parcel # 219-27-008B, which is owned by Orthodox Christian Slsterhood¢ )
of the Holy Unmercenaries (OCSHU) a tax-exempt non-profit 501(c)(8) corporation. The office of £3 £
- Minor Land Division recognises that these two non-profits operate as one with regard to the land we': &y
own. In the summer of 2019 we split parcel 219-27-002B into two parcels because extreme financial =2
need forced us to sell a small section of property. The parcel which remained in our possession is the -
parcel in question: 219-27-002G.

§

“'i -_ﬂ.

Before the split, the original parcel was property tax exempt. It was not mentioned in the process of
splitting the parcel that the resulting two parcels would lose their tax-exempt status. As a nun not at
all wise in the ways of the world, it did not occur to me to ask about that; after all, it was the same
land and the same non-profit owner. The trustee of PTER, owner of the subject parcel, may have
received tax documents for this parcel. But since OCSHU — a sisterhood of nuns of which I am both
abbess and president of the corporation — uses the property, he considers taxes and such to be my
concern, and so the matter slipped through the cracks in 2020.

In late December 2020 the trustee of PTER told me that I had to apply for tax exemption for 2021.
At the time, I was very sick and could barely function. I had “long Covid” from mid-November, 2020,
to early March, 2021 (I can supply a written attestation to that fact from my neurologist if needed). I
did submit the application, but I made a number of mistakes which led to the denial of tax exemption
for two of the parcels, including the subject parcel.

In this packet, I am enclosing all required documents to request property tax exemption for parcel
219-27-002G for the years 2020 and 2021. I have not enclosed a financial report as I understand that
this is not required for religious organizations; if 1 am mistaken please inform and I will supply one.
Thank you for your kind consideration.

e s
Alison Mor/gan%;f(ie‘:’c7

Orthodox Christian Sisterhood of the Holy Unmercenaries




NON-PROFIT AND RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS

Property Tax Information and Questionnaire form

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION
ALL QUESTIONS MUST BE ANSWERED TO BE CONSIDERED FOR EXEMPTION

1. Name & Address of Organization:

&Ae.a,;a_lim_—tnhs_émln&ﬁbmﬂ lotred Trus?™
Trustel. -

2. Under which section of Title 42, Chapter 11, Article 3 does your organization claim

exemption? Y32~ 11/ 0%
(Arizona Revised Statutes can be found at: )

74

3. Are there any type of b ss actlvme as snack bars, cafés or restaurants operating
on the premises? Ye

4. —ln-zgﬁ— zation e i from Federal and/or State income taxes?
S

Ye
me

5. Is the Organization a 501 (C)? Yes )( which type lrus . No

6. Claimant is: Owner/Operator __ N\ Owner only Operator only

7. Exemption is claimed on:

Allland__ X __ Buildings & Improvements Personal Property

8. Is any portion of the property used as a place of residence? Yes No_ -
If yes, state number of individuals occupying the premises and the duration of the
occupancy.

9. Does applicant recejve any i e? (other than free will offerings in connection with this
property) Yes | No

10. Is any portion of the ;imnf.rty being leaged or rented to a non-profit and/or a for- profit
organization(s)? Yes No . Ifyes, please list the name(s) of the
organization(s)

11, List date of occupancy: Month Day Year

This s UAocw)amﬂ vacast (@ad.  $or viacaaT (qad wutent declynt,
I L
0d il b prearved < “



o

APPLICANT MAILING ADDRESS:
ﬂ#ﬂ. . A/L%Tf,' NS
266, 7 E. Desert Hlfs DOn

Florenw 42 £S132-2sg8

(A ) EXEMPTION STATUTE

501:

TYPE OF501STATUS: &7/ (c) [3)
Type of Organization: /\) o

MVD Certificate: YES[j NOD
Requesting New Property? See Reverse Side.

ORGANIZATION NAME:_&AK‘?@_\ZQ@ZQA&L_
F ~ ~ /

2022

AFFIDAVIT FOR ORGANIZATIONAL TAX EXEMPTION
Pursuant to A.R.S. §§ 42-11101 through 42-11155

Applicant Address change Yes E] Nogl
CONTACT INFORMATION (Address if different than Applicant)

Name: g !!2&3 £ZDE? 24
Address'-m L). WYoare Rd

cty: T LcSen  State: 42- Zip: oY |

Telephone #for Appliant: {0S ~9480~ (1p&~

Telephone #iforContact: 520 -~ § §9 - 33 6"7

Email: isTes Ra, A « Lo
Web Address:

Note:

NOTE: SIGNATURE MUST BE NOTARIZED OR SIGNED IN
THE PRESENCE OF ASSESSOR'S OFFICE PERSONNEL &
ALL FIELDS MUST BE COMPLETED. AFFIDAVIT MUST BE

RETURNED BY MARCH 1, 2022.

{B) PROPERTY LIST

(C) LIST USAGE

Faccell 2/2-22 - 0026

STATE OF AZ / PIMA COUNTY

| HERE CERTIFY THAT | HAVE READ OVER THE FOREGOING
FACTS BEFORE SUBSCRIBING MY NAME HERETO AND THAT ALL

MATTERS HEREIN STATED ARE TRUE TO THE BEST OF MY
KNOWLEDGE.

X
PROPERTY OWNER / AGENT DATE

X
DEPUTY ASSESSOR / NOTARY

COMMISSION EXPIRES



Religious Vacant Land Intent Declaration Renewal

Applicant: Please complete this renewal declaration to continue your exemption of vacant land under
ARS. 42-11109, You will need to resubmit current intent documents for consideration. Please be
aware that this declaration may be recorded with the Pima County Recorder’s Office.

parcel number:_X/§ - 2 7 . 00&
PropertyaddressandnameofChurch:__Z&b‘D w. Moa{e_ EQQ /[ we Son A% ?’3’?5‘{

CM/M'I navie!  Dprto fox Cheishion Sisterhood of Hha Hol, Unmeraaares

List in detail the intended use of the property, and the proposed timeframe for this use to begin. \]
(Examples of the type of intent documents that need to be resubmitted with this declaration include:
Architectural plans, board meeting minutes, building permits etc.)

ed & (e R T v o uxl ﬂmﬂ /O'-ﬁ/ "deL l/\
- : : L aped @CCRuSL. 'of (S yafoat b
- as'_rew, 'ywrdar natural) orea wihere we'sg f 5e. elont w194 g0 4.
/ A

Are there plans for any portion of the property to be leased, rented or used for any commercial ﬁ 2-2 Ma/uo(qﬂ 5 Le(j:

pmse now or in the future? Ifyes, please explain. 'gwf ) Most / C'/Zj M

Are there any pjans to divide or sell any portion of the property now or in the future? If yes, please "6(/0 W&Jwﬂ .
explain: [Ve

Under penalty of perjury, 1 hereby certify thot all the information contained in this declaration
form is true and correct.

)| : / /75/ Unresongries
Print Name: . 5 Phone(SZQ) S&Z § 25 7

Signature: Date _QL_/Q?J_QQ__

{First time applicant) 12/2014

Or‘l&:ﬂe)( Clicistan Si st hsod of 9‘&,



LeHe  of sPeaﬂ Tndet

Parcel No. 219-27-002G

This parcel is contiguous to Parcel No. 219-27-003B, which is owned by Orthodox Christian
Sisterhood of the Holy Unmercenaries, a tax-exempt non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation. In the summer
of 2019 the Pima County office of Minor Land Division informed us that they were weating the two
non-profit organizations — Panagia Theotokos Ecclesiastical Retreat and Orthodox Christian Sisterhood
of the Holy Unmercenaries — as one for their purposes; therefore, they told us, we would have to
combine some of our parcels so that the total number of contiguous parcels owned by these two
organizations would not be more than the legally allowed five parcels. These combinations were
accomplished in the late summer and early fall of 2019. It is to be noted that before the combinations
all of the parcels were property tax exempt.

Orthodox Christian Sisterhood of the Holy Unmercenaries is a women’s monastery (convent) OF THE
Orthodox Church. The Sisterhood consists of 12 nuns and novices. As recognized by MLD, Panagia
Theotokos Ecclesiastical Retreat and Orthodox Christian Sisterhood of the Holy Unmercenaries work
cooperatively, and the land owned by Panagia Theotokos Ecclesiastical Retreat plays a vital role in the
functioning of Orthodox Christian Sisterhood of the Holy Unmercenaries.

This parcel is located directly east of the main building of the Orthodox Christian Sisterhood; the
distance from the parcel line to the building is less than 180 feet. The sisters’ church is located in this
building, as well as living quarters for 10 nuns and novices, areas for guests, and the sisters’ common
areas. The parcel serves as a critical buffer to protect the peaceful and prayerful atmosphere of the
monastery for both nuns and visitors. In addition, the subject parcel is, as we were told by a
representative of the Tucson-based Watershed Management Group, a rare example of untouched,

pristine Sonoran desert, and is used by the sisters as a quiet and beautiful area for private prayer and
worship.

The applicable exemption statute is as follows:
A.R.S. 42-11109. Exemption for religious property; affidavit

A. Property or buildings that are used or held primarily for religious worship, including land,
improvements, furniture and equipment, are exempt from taxation if the property is not used or held for
profit.

This statute imposes two conditions for exemption: first, that “property or buildings,... including land”
must be “used or held primarily for religious worship,” and, second, that “the property is not used or
held for profit.” It should be noted that the statute refers to “property or buildings”, not to “property and
* buildings.”

In determining whether the subject property fulfills these two conditions it will be useful first to
consider how the monastery’s activities and the life of the inhabitants (monks or nuns; in this case,
nuns) differ from the activities of a traditional parish church and the lives of such a parish church’s
members. Quiet contemplation and prayer is essential to the monastic life, as the word “monastic”
comes from the Greek word “monazein”, which means “to be alone.” Solitary prayer is an integral part
of the monastic life. The nuns here value the quiet, solitude, and serenity of our environment. They
have dedicated their lives to Christ with lifelong vows (celibacy, non-accamulation of wealth, and
obedience) and live a life of prayer and contemplation. To put the matter succinctly, for a traditional
parish church, the building is thetlace of worship where the members gather at certain specific times for



worship services. In the monastery, our entire life is a life of prayer and worship of God, carried out
both in formal worship services held at set times in our church buildings and at all other times and
places through the practice of unceasing prayer. The entire grounds of the monastery is considered
hallowed ground and a place of prayer, worship and communion with God. This cannot be limited only
to the buildingswhere we live and have formal worship services. Thus, the land in question fulfills the
first requirement for tax exemption, namely, that it is “property or buildings that are used or held
primarily for religious worship, including land”.

The second requirement — that the land not be held for profit — can be answered more simply. Our
property is being held vacant intentionally for religious purposes. There are no other uses for these
properties and there are no plans for construction, renting, leasing, or development of the land as this
would defeat the whole purpose of having undeveloped land where one can go to be alone in
contemplation and prayer without any worldly trappings or distractions. This is not a situation where
the monastery owns the land for some financial gain.

1) COURT CASE: TUCSON BOTANICAL GARDENS, INC. VS. PIMA COUNTY

In this case, Pima County held that Tucson Botanical Gardens lost its right to claim exemption on the
gift shop and certain meeting areas because it used these spaces, on occasion, for non-exempt purposes.
The Court disagreed, stating that “as long as the taxpayer’s principal or primary use of its property is
for the designated exempt purpose, the taxpayer is entitled to the exemption notwithstanding its
occasional or incidental use of its property for other uses.

The Court held that, to be exempt from taxation, property does not need to be held exclusively for
exempt purposes, but only primarily. In our case the property is held exclusively for exempt religious
purposes.

2) COURT CASE: KUNES VS. MESA STAKE OF CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY
SAINTS

In Kunes vs. Mesa Stake of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, 17 Ariz. App 451, 498 P.2d
525 (1972), a church owned a farm, the proceeds of which went to the church.The Court held thqt this
farmland was not exempt from property taxation.

The Court held that “the true use of the property itself and not the use of the proceeds or income is
decisive as to whether an exemption is to be given.” In our case, the property is not income-producing;
it is held solely for religious purposes.

The Court went on further to say, “we think, therefore, that the ‘charitable institutions’ referred to in
section 3066 (predecessor to A.R.S. 42-271) above quoted are physical property or buildings, whose
principal use is for the relief of indigent or afflicted, when such property is not used or held for profit,
and not the institutions themselves, even though charitable in their nature, which may or may not hold
certain of their property as exempt” [quoting from Conrad v. County of Maricopa, 40 Ariz. 390, 12 P.2d
613 (1932)]. Again, the subject property is not held for profit but its exclusive use is for religious
contemplation and prayer.




3) COURT CASE: HILLMAN V. FLAGSTAFF COMMUNITY HOSPITAL

In Hillman v. Flagstaff Community Hospital, 123 Ariz. 127, 59S P.2d 105 (App. Div. 1, 1979), an
exempt hospital owned two vacant lots two blocks from the hospital and held the land for future
expansion and development. The Court held that the two lots constituted “land appurtenant” to the
hospital, and, therefore, qualified for charitable tax exemption. The Court suggests that whether or not
the property is “appurtenant” is not the issue — the central issue is whether the vacant property is held
for a use which is 1) not for profit and 2) not inconsistent with the use of the main exempt property.
That the hospital did not have specific plans for the property did not defeat the exemption.

In the present case, the land is used solely for religious purposes. Had we merely held the land for some
unspecified future expansion or use not inconsistent with our religious mission, then under Hillman the
land would be exempt from property tax. However, this case is stronger than that of the taxpayer in
Hillman because Orthodox Christian Sisterhood now uses and specifically plans to use the land for
religious purposes only.
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To Whom it May Concern:

My name s Sister Anastasia Theodoropoulos and | am a member of the Orthodox Christian Sisterhood
of the Holy Unmercenaries. | walk while praying for 90 minutes every day while | pray the Jesus Prayer
on my prayer rope. The Jesus Prayer is an Orthodox prayer that a Christian repeats. The words are
“Lord Jesus Christ have mercy on me.” | walk on the raw, vacant land of our property because it is not
populated and | never run into other people or sisters who could distract my prayer. In order for prayer
to be pure it has to be undistracted. That means avoiding contact with other people altogether.

I walk and pray in nature and it unites me with God. | am blessed that we have enough property that |
can actually walk in nature and pray for a full hour and a half without distraction. Untouched nature
also helps my prayer as it helps me to focus my mind on God. It is a tradition in the Orthodox Church to
walk in the forests and pray the Jesus Prayer. Lacking a forest, the Sonoran Desert serves the same
purpose for me and unites me with all of the Orthodox Christians in history who prayed in nature.

This prayer walk is part of a greater time that | devote to prayer on a daily basis. In the Orthodox church
monastics pray the Jesus Prayer often for hours at a time. Part of the prayer is said inside and for many
monastics the rest of the prayer rule is said outdoors in a place without any distractions. The fact that
our praperty does not have any walking paths or benches (where sisters can congregate and start
distracting conversations) is truly a blessing for the part of the prayer rule that | can say outdoors in
nature.

In closing, | would like to repeat that prayer in nature brings one closer to God and it is only helpful if
one can be completely alone in nature that is untouched by human beings and free of any human
contact.

Sincerely; e,

y/%%/'%%aﬁfw""
Sister Anastasia Theddoropoulos

STATE OF: Arizona COUNTY OF: Pinal
LAMBROS E ANASTASOPOUL oG This instrument was acknowledged before me this

KPR\ Notary Pubilc. State of Al .
Pinal County, " SOt day of \)awaww 2022

Commission # 690862
¥ Commission Expires
October 04, 2024
v—-_‘

Notary Public (sngnature)
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nad evidence that through his prayer, his pure life, and his
:mility, he was—humanly speaking—infallible in his expe-
wence. | could see that he had tried all the ascetical struggles £¢ hoors A
had experienced their dificulties and their fruits. He had pea or
ked along the path of asceticism thousands of times, and j
=us he knew what to expect every inch of the way. Therefore,
+ absolute trust in him was natural.
'H»\i— ot {)ﬁ\m,t/ p(oigif
DURING OUR VIGIL the foxes, jackals, and
lbe Delight nightingales kept us company with their
o Vigil howling and singing. How wonderful it
was to be out there with them in complete
litude in the wilderness! Free of cares I would pray with my
er-rope, do my prostrations, meditate on luminous contem-
ions. Then I could go back in my cell, light my kerosene
np, and read a few chapters of St. Isaac’s Ascetical Homilies.
Throughout the day as we were working hard, I would look
woward to when night would fall so that I could do my vigil.
¢ absolute stillness of the night was our favorite time. St.
:ac the Syrian says that stillness, by itself, is sufficient to
mfort the soul. How much more so it comforts the soul when :
ace also visits! Then the nous ascends straight up to heaven. , Y
r those in the desert, life is blessed, in that they soar with M ,' 5.9 ]
ine love.™® miad g0t
[ would gaze at the stars, and my nous would ascend. It ") f,r /10 S
-uld pass the first heaven, the second heaven, the third heaven, . 1C ;
:~d then reach the throne of God, where you bow down and g 0/
ur soul cries out, “Most sweet Jesus, my dear, sweet Jesus! Je- Ch vech. {‘/
5. my sweet love!” With this disposition of love, how can your
sughts go down to base things, since you are entirely attracted
- things above? How can you start thinking bad things about §@/v/ ¢ s
wher people? It is impossible.
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this tiny nightingale produce these sounds® Why does it il Hike that:
Why is it singing that exquisite song? Why, why, why. .. why is it bursi

ing its throat? Why, why, for what reason? Is it waiting for somecone o
praise ii? Certainly not. No one there will do that.” So [ philosophized 1o
myself. This sensitivity I acquired after the experience with Old Dimax
Previously I didn’t have it. What did that nightingale not tell me! And
how much did I say to it in silence: ‘Little nightingale, who told you thal
I would pass by here? No one comes here. It’s such an out-of-the-way
place. How marvelously you unceasingly carry on your duty, your prayer
to God! How much you tell me, and how much you teach me, little
nightingale! My God, how I am moved. With your warbling, dear
nightingale, you show me how to hymn God, you teach me a thousand
things, beyond number...’

My poor health does not allow me to narrate all this to you as I fecl
it. A whole book could be written about it. I loved that nightingale very
much. I loved it and it inspired me. I thought, ‘Why it and not me? Why
does it hide from the world and not me?’ And the thought entered into
my mind that I must leave, I must lose myself, I must cease to exist. I said
to myself, ‘Why? Did it have an audience? Did it know I was there and
could hear it? Who heard it as it was bursting its throat in song? Why did
it go to such a hidden location? But what about of all these little night-
ingales in the middle of the thick forest, in the ravines, night and day, at
sunset and sunrise? Who heard their throat-bursting song? Why did
they go to such secret places? Why did they puff out their throats to
bursting? The purpose was worship, to sing to their Creator, to worship
God. That’s how I explained it.

I regarded all of them as angels of God, little birds that glorified God
the Creator of all and no one heard them. Yes, believe me, they hid them-
selves so that no one would hear them. They weren’t interested in being
heard; but there in solitude, in peace, in the wilderness, in silence, they
longed to be heard, but by whom? None other than by the Maker of
everything, the Creator of all, by Him who gave them life and breath and
voice. You will ask, ‘Did they have consciousness?” What am 1 to say? I
don’t know if they did it consciously or not. I don’t know. These, after
all, are birds. It may be, as Holy Scripture says, that today they live and
tomorrow exist no more. We mustn’t think differently from what Holy
Scripture says. God may present to us that all these were angels of God.
We don’t know about these things. At all events they hid themselves so
that no one would hear their doxology.

So it is also for the monks there on the Holy Mountain; their life is
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senown. You live with your elder and you love him. Prostrations and
cetic struggles are all part of daily life, but you don’t remember theny,
ot does anyone ask about you,"'Who is he?’ You live Christ; you belong
s Christ. You live with everything and you live God, in whom all things
ve and move — in whom and through whom. ..you enter into the un-
eated Church and live there unknown. And although you devote
yourself in prayer to your fellow men, you remain unknown to all men,
and perhaps they will never know you.

2

I got it into my head to leave for the desert, alone with God alone

[ got it into my head to leave, to ask my elder for his blessing and a sack
of dry biscuit and to disappear to praise and glorify God unceasingly. But
I thought, ‘Where will I go? I still haven't learned my handicraft proper-
fy. They still hadn’t taught me. Perhaps they were afraid I would leave.
That was a widespread fear on the Holy Mountain. They wouldn’t teach
novices how to complete their handicraft so that they wouldn’t leave. Be-
cause for a monk to know a craft means freedom, since he then has a way
of buying his biscuit.

So this idea got into my head to leave for the desert, alone with God
alone. Selflessly. Without pride, without egotism, without vanity, without,
without, without. .. Do you believe it? That’s where my ideal of selfless-
ness came from. A number of ascetics who disappeared into the desert
achieved this purity, this perfection. They sought neither the world nor
anything at all.... They dissolved in tears before God and prayed for the
Church. They all were concerned first for the world and the Church and
after that for themselves.

So, as I said, the aim of the nightingale became stuck in my head.
What is his aim in bursting his throat in song in the wilderness? Wor-
ship, praise and doxology directed to God the Creator. So why should I
not go into the wilderness to worship God in silence, lost to the world
and the society of men? Is there anything more perfect? All these ideas
I had derived from the nightingale. I dreamt up such plans! How I
would go into the wilderness, how I would live joyfully, how I would die!
T would eat wild herbs, I would do this and that! I would go as an un-
known ragged beggar to some monastery to ask for a rusk of bread and
I would eat it without saying who I am and where I stay. I made up a
whole scenario. It was my secret.

I returned to my cell filled with all these emotions and dreams. I
confessed them to the elder. The elder smiled. ‘Deception!” he said. ‘Get

33

Cf. Acts
17:28
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fything, | repistered everything, | knew everything, From
shanger walked on the earth, My sense of smell was opened
fedd everything, my cyes were opened and my ears were
agnized things from far away. I distinguished the animals
siedds. From the sound of the call T knew if it was a blackbird or
% a finch or a nightingale, a robin or a thrush. I recognized all
il by their song. At night and at dawn I delighted in the chorus of
:s and blackbirds, all of them. ..
tme another, a new, a different person. I turned everything I saw
aver. | referred it to myself. Why does the bird sing and glorify its
t 1 wanted to do the same. The same with the flowers: I recognized
ers by their fragrances and I smelled them when I was half an
way. | observed the grasses, the trees, the water, the rocks. I spoke
th the rocks. The rocks had seen so much! I asked them and they told
Il the secrets of Kavsokalyvia. And I was filled with emotion and
atrition. [ saw everything with the grace of God. I saw, but I didn’t
spenk. [ often went to the forest. I was greatly enthused by walking
midst the stones and the rushes, the thickets and the tall trees.

1 fell in love with the nightingale and it inspired me

‘One morning I was walking alone in the virgin forest. Everything, fresh-
¢tied by the morning dew, was shining in the sunlight. I found myself in
a gorge. I walked through it and sat on a rock. Cold water was running
peacefully beside me and I was saying the prayer. Complete peace. Noth-
- ing could be heard. After a while the silence was broken by a sweet, in-
toxicating voice singing and praising the Creator. I looked. I couldn’t
discern anything. Eventually, on a branch opposite me I saw a tiny bird.
It was a nightingale. I listened as the nightingale trilled unstintingly, its
throat puffed out to bursting in sustained song. The microscopic little
bird was stretching back its wings in order to find power to emit those
sweetest of tones, and puffing out its throat to produce that exquisite
voice. If only I had a cup of water to give it to drink and quench its thirst!

Tears came to my eyes — the same tears of grace that flowed so ef-
fortlessly and that I had acquired from Old Dimas. It was the second
time I had experienced them.

I cannot convey to you the things I felt, the things I experienced. I
have, however, revealed to you the mystery. And I thought, ‘Why does
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE . . DEPARTMERT OF THE TRERSURY
P. 0. BOX 2508
CINCINNATI, OH 45201

Employer Identification Number:

pate: JU L 1 12@]3 | 20-4601339

DLN:
17053143347032
PANAGIA THEOTOKOS ECCLESIASTICAL Contact Person:
RETREAT _ ~ MRS. R. MEDLRY ID# 52402
C/0 GARY SPIRTOS Contact Telephone Number: :
34522 N SCOTTSDLE RD 220 {877) 829-5500

SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85266
: Accounting Period Ending:

December 31

Public Charity Status:
170 (b} (1) (A} (i)

Form 990 Required:
No

Bffective Date of Exemption:
December 14, 2007

Contribution Deductibility:
Yes :

Addendum Applies:
No

Dear Applicant:

We are pleased to .inform you that upon review of your application for tax
exempt status we have determined that you are exempt from Federal income tax .
under section 501{c) {3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Contxibutions to you are
deductible under section 170 of the Code. You are also qualified to receive
tax deductible bequests, devises, trxansfers or gifts under section 2055, 2106.
or 2522 of the Code. PBecause this letter could help resolve any questions
regarding your exempt status, you should keep it in your permament records.

Organizations exempt under section 501(c)(3) of the Code are further classified
as either public charities or private foundations. We determined that you are
a public charity under the Code section(s) listed in the heading of this
letter. .

Please see enclosed Publicatmn 4221-PC, Compliance Guide for S501(c) (3) Public

Charities, for some helpful information about your responsih:.].a.ties as an
exempt orgamzation.

Letter 947 (DO/CG)




'PANAGIA THEOTOKOS ECCLESIASTICAL

We have sent a copy of this letter to your representative as indicated in your
power of attorney. »

Sincerely,

Pl € Oh

Kenneth Corxbin
Acting Director, Exempt Organizations

Enclosure: Publication 4221-BC

Letter 947 (DO/CG)




PANAGIA THEQTOKOS ECCLESIASTICAL RETREAT TRUST
Dated 3! / a'/a? , 2009

The PANAGIA THEOTOKOS ECCLESIASTICAL RETREAT TRUST

Fh
AGREEMENT is made and entered into this / ¢ day of __/ vgv -, 2009 between

GARY SPIRTOS as Settlor and GARY SPIRTOS as Trustee. GARY SPIRTOS and my
successor Trustees shall be referred to herein as “the Trustee”.

Settlor and various other donors have transferred property to the Trustee. This
property has been donated to Settlor for the purpose of the establishment of a non-profit
religious organization to provide housing and care for Orthodox Christians in need. Settlor
and other donors may add additional property subsequent to the execution of this Trust. The
property and all investments and reinvestments thereof and additions thereto are herein
collectively referred to as the “Trust Fund” and shall be held upon the following trust:

kI. Name of Trust. The name of this Trust shall be the PANAGIA THEOTOKOS
ECCLESIASTICAL RETREAT TRUST, and so faras practicable, the Trustee shall conduct
the activities of the Trust in that name.

II.  Acceptance by Trustee. The Trustee accepts this Trust, and agrees to hold,
manage and administer the Trust Fund in accordance with the terms of this Agreement.

0. Purpose. The purposes of this Trust are to devote and apply the Trust Fund
and the income derived therefrom for the primary purpose of providing housing and care for
Orthodox Christians in need, in particular elderly women who are poor and are in need of

assistance and protection. The Trustee shall establish a place of worship on the property and
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shall provide for regular services in the worship of Orthodox Christian doctrine. If the
PANAGIA THEOTOKOS ECCLESIASTICAL RETREAT ceases to exist, then the purposes
of this Trust shall be to devote and apply the Trust Fund and the income derived therefrom
exclusively for charitable, religious, scientific, literary, or educational .purposes, either
directly or by contributions to organizations duly authorized to carry on charitable, religious,
scientific, literary, or educational activities; provided, however, thatno part of the Trust Fund
shafl inure to the benefit of any private shareholder or individual, and no part of the direct
or indirect activities of this Trust shall consist of carrying on propaganda, or otherwise
attempting to influence legislation, or of participating in, or intervening in (including the

publication or distribution of statements), any political campaign on behalf of any candidate

for public office. Notwithstanding any other provision, this Trust shall not conduct any

activities not permitted by an organization exempt under §501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue

Code and its regulations as they now exist, or as they may be amended, or by an organization,

contributions to which are deductible under §170(c)(2) of such Code and regulations asthey -

now exist or as they may be amended. In this Trust Agreement and in any amendments to
it, the term "charitable purposes" shall be Limited to and shall include only religious,
charitable, scientific, literary, or educational purposes, or for the prevention of cruelty to
children.or animals, within the meaning of those terms as use in §501(c)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code, or in the corresponding section of any future federal tax code.

IV. Transfers of Property to the Trust. The Trustee may receive and accept

property, whether real, personal, or mixed, by way of gift, bequest, or devise, from any
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person, firm, trust, or corporation, to be held, administered, and disposed of in accordance
with and pursuant to the provisions of this Trust Agreement; but no gift, bequest, or devise
of any such property shall be received and accepted if it is conditioned or limited in such
manner as to require the disposition of the income or its principal to any person or
‘organization other than a “charitable organization" or for other than "charitable purposes”,
within the meaning of such terms as defined in Articles IIT and V of this Trust Agreement,
or as shall, in the opinion of the Trustee, jeopardize the federal income tax exemption of this
Trust pursuant to §501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or in the corresponding section

of any future federal tax code.

V. Distribution of Income and Principal for Charitable Purposes. The Trustee

shall apply such amounts of income or principal from the Trust Fund, at such ﬁmes, in such
manner, and in such amounts as the Trustece may determine, or as may be required by
restricted donations, to the uses and purposes set forth in paragraph I, or they may make
coniributions to other charitable organizations to be used within the United States or any of
its possessions. The Trustee may also make payments or distributions of all or any part of
the income or principal to states, territories, or possessions of the United States, any political
subdivision of any of the foregoing, or to the United States or the District of Columbia, but
only for charitable purposes within the meaning of that tetm as defined in Article IIl. Income
or principal derived from contributions by corporations shall be distributed by the Trustee
for use solely within the United States or its possessions. For this purpose, the term

. "charitable organizations" shall mean a corporation, trust, or community chest, fund, or
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foundation, created or organized in the United States or any possession, or under the laws of
the United States, any state, the District of Columbia, or any possession of the United States,
organized and operated exclusively for religious, charitable, scientific, literary, or educational
purposes, or for the prevention of cruelty to children or animals, no part of the net earnings
of which inures to the benefit of any private shareholder or individual, and no substantial part
of the activities of which is carrying on propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence
legislation, and which does not participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing or
distributing of statements), any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public
office or in opposition to any candidate for a political office. It is intended that the
organization described in this Article V shall be entitled to exemption from federal income

tax under §501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or in the corresponding section of any

future federal tax code. Any other provisions of this Trust Agreement notwithstanding, the |

Trustee shall distribute the trust income for each taxable year at such time and in such
manner as not to become subject to the tax on undistributed income imposed by § 4942 of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, or corresponding provisions of any subsequent federst
tax laws.

VL. Trustee - Number and Succession. Upon the death, resignation, or
incompetency of the initial Trustee, ALEX TRIGONIS shall serve as Successor Trustee, or
if he is unable or unwilling to serve, GEORGE GlANNARIS shall serve as Successor
Trustee. If GEORGE GIANNARIS is unable or unwilling to serve as Successor Trustee,

CHARLAMBOS GIANNARIS shall serve as Successor Trustee, or if he is unable or
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unwilling o serve, CHRYSOSTOMOS GIANNARIS shall serve as Successor Trustee. If
CHRYSOSTOMOS GIANNARIS is unable or unwilling to serve, RUSSELL KOCH shall
" serve as Successor Trustee, or if he is unable or unwilling to serve, then JOHNNY N.
HELENBOLT shall appoint a Successor Trustee who has strong convictions to the purpose
of the Trust. If JOHNNY N. HELENBOLT is unable to do so, then the last serving Trustee
shall appoint a Successor Trustee.

Every new Trustee shall have all the powers, authority, and discretion by this
instrument conferred upon the present Trustee as fully and effectively as though he orit were
named by this instrument as an original Trustee.

VII. Trustee Compensation. The Trustee shall not receive compensation for the

services rendered to this Trust. The Trustee shall have power and authority to incur any
expense or to do any 'act or acts which they may consider necessary and proper to the
effective administration of this Trust. The expenses of the Trustee and expenses of adminis-
tration of this Trust shall first be paid each year, or provision made therefor, out of the
income of the Trust before any distribution is made for any one year. No Trustee shall be
required o furnish any bond or security. ‘In no event shall any compensation‘ever be paid to
any person after he has made a transfer of property to this Trust as a contribution.

VI .Fo;mgﬁon of Successor Corporation, The Trustee may, if the Trustee desires
so to do, form and organize a corporation for the purposes provided for the Trust by this
Agreement, such corporation o be organized under the laws of the United States, as may be

determined by the Trustee; such corporation when organized to have power to administer and
; 51 \-",1
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control the affairs and property of the Trust, and to carry out the purposes of this Trust. Such
corporation, if organized, shall benamed the PANAGIA THEOTOKOS ECCLESIASTICAL
RETREAT CORPORATION. Upon the creation and organization of such corporation, the
Trustee is authorized to convey to such corporation all the property and assets to which the
Trust may be or become entitled. It is the purpose of this provision that such corporation, if
incorporated and organized as by this paragraph provided, shall take the place of the Trustee
of this Trust as if named in the first instance. Such corporation, if formed, shall have the
same powers and authority as are vested in the Trustee bj this Agreement, subject to the
same limitations and restrictions. The Trustee of this Trust shall be the incorporator of such
corporation, together with such ofher persons as may be chosen for the purpose, and the}
Trustee shall constitute and act as the first Board of Directors of such corporation, together
with such other persons as the Trustee may select. The application for charter, the provisions
tﬁcreof, the organization, the bylaws, rules and reéulations, and other provisions for the
management of such corporation and its affairs and property, shall be such as the Trustee
named in this Agreement, or those persons then acting as such, or a majority of them shall
determine, provided, however, that such corporation shall be organized and operated so as
to qualify for exemption under §501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and its Regulations
as they may then exist or as they may be amended.

IX. Termination of Trust. This Trust shall be irrevocable, but may be terminated
at any time by the Trustee. Upon the termination of the Trust, the Trustee shall, after paying

or making provisions for payment of all the liabilities of the Trust, shall dispose of all the
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assets of the Trust exclusively in such manner, or to such organization or organizations
organized and operated exclusively for charitable, education, religious, or scientific purposes
as shall-at the time qualify as an exempt organization or organizations under §501(c)(3) of
the Code, as the Trustee shall determine. Any such assets not so disposed of shall be
disposed of by the Superior Court of the county in which the principal office of the Trust is
thenlocated, exclusively for charitable purposes orto such organization(s), as said court shall
determine, which are organized and operated exclusively for such purposes.
X. Trmustee Administrative Powers. In the administration of this Trust and of the
Trust Fund, the Trustee shall have all powers and authority necessary or available to carry
outthe purposes of this Trust and, without limiting the generality of the foregoing, shall have
the following powers and authority, all subject, however, to the condition that no power or
authority shall be exercised by the Trustee in any manner or for any purpose which may not
be exercised by an organization which is tax exempt or by an organization to which donations
are deductible from taxable income to the extent allowed by the provisions of the Internal
Revenue Code and other applicable legislation and regulations as they now exist or may
hereafter be amended:

A Additions to Trust. To receive the income, profits, rents, and proceeds
of the Trust Fund.

B. Investment. To purchase, subscribe for, retain, invest, and reinvest in
securities or other property wherever situated, and whether or not productive or of a wasting
nature, and without any requirement for diversification as to kind or amount. The words
"securities or other property" as used in this Agreement shall be deemed to include real or
personal property, corporate shares, common or preferred, or any other interest in any
corporation, association, investment trust, or investment company, bonds, notes, debentures,
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or other evidences of indebtedness or ownership, secured or unsecured, even though the same
may not be legal investments for a Trustee under the applicable laws; but securities and other
property shall not be deemed to include shares or indebtedness of the Settlor unless they are
don'aied to this Trust.

C. Powerto Sell. To sell for cash or on credit, convert, redeem, exchange
. for other securities or other property, or otherwise dispose of any securities or other property
at any time held by them. . ~

D. Power to Deal with Real Property. To alter, repair, improve, erect
buildings upon, demolish, manage, partition, mortgage, lease, exchange, grant options to
lease or to buy, and sell or dispose of real property, at public or private sale, and upon such
conditions and such terms as to cash and credit as they may deem advisable.

E. Claims against Trust. Topay all administration expenses of this Trust and
any taxes imposed upon it, and to settle, compromise, or submit to arbitration any claims,
mortgages, debts, or damages, due or owing to or from this Trust, to commence or defend
suits or legal proceedings, and to represent this Trust in all suits or legal proceedings.

F. Securities Powers. To exercise any conversion privilege or subscription
right available in connection with any securities or other property; to consent to the
reorganization, consolidation, merger, or readjustment of the finances of any corporation,
company, or association or to the sale, mortgage, pledge, or lease of the property of any
corporation, company, or association any of the securities of which may at any time be held
by them and to do any act, including the exercise of options, the making of agreements or
subscriptions, and the payment of expenses, assessments, or subscriptions which may be
deemed necessary or advisable, and to hold and retain any securities or other property which
they may so acquire.

G. - Vote Securities. To vote personally, or by general or limited proxy, any
shares of stock, and similarly to exercise personally, or by general or by limited power of

attorney, any right appurtenant to any securities or other property.

H. Botrowing. To borrow money in such amounts and upon such terms and
conditions as shall be deemed advisable or proper to carry out the purpose of this Trust and
to pledge any securities or other property for the repayment of any such loan.

I. Uninvested Assets. To hold part or all of the Trust Fund uninvested.

J. Employ Advisors. To employ suitable accountants, agents, counsel, and
custodians, and to pay their reasonable expenses and compensation.
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K. Nominee Power. To register any securities held by them in their own
name, or, to the extent permitted by law, in the name of a nominee with or without the
addition of words indicating that such securities are held in a fiduciary capacity, and to hold
any securities unregistered or in bearer form.

L. Execute Any Instrument. To make, execnte, and deliver all instruments

_ necessary or proper for the accomplishment of the purpose of this Trust or of any of the
foregoing powers, including deeds, bills of sale, transfers, leases, mortgages, security
agreements, assignments, conveyances, contracts, purchase agreements, waivers, releases,
and settlements.

In addition, the Trustee shall have and exercise, subject to the limitations
provided, all the rights and powers incident to the ownership of all the properties, real and
personal, held by them from time to time belonging to this Trust, as though Trustee was the
owner of such properties.

Any other provisions of this instrument notwithstanding, the Trustee shall
distribute its income for each tax year at such time and in such manner so that it will not
become subject to the tax on undistributed income imposed by §4942 of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986, or corresponding provisions of any later federal tax laws., Any other
provisions of this instrument notwithstanding, the Trustee shall not engage in any act of
self-dealing as defined in §4941(d) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, or corresponding

provisions of any later federal tax laws; nor retain any excess business holdings as defined
in §4943(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, or corresponding provisions of any later
federal tax laws; nor make any investments in a manner that would incur tax liability uader
§4944 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, or corresponding provisions of any later federal

tax laws; nor make any taxable expenditures as defined in §4945(d) of the Internal Revenue
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Code of 1986, or corresponding provisions of any later federal tax laws.

Notwithstanding the above, no principal or income shall be loaned, directly
or indirectly, to any Trustee or to anyone else, corporate or otherwise, who has at any time
made a contribution to this Trust, nor to anyone except on the basis of an adequate interest
charge and with adequate security.

XI. Administrative Provisions.

A. Action by Trustee. The Trustee shall act by a vote of a majority of their

number at any given time. Any instrument required to be executed by this Trust shall be
valid if executed in the name of this Trust by such a majority of the Trustees. All actions of
the Trustees shall be taken, either by resolution at a meeting, or by written record without a
meeting. The Trustees shall appoint, from among themselves, a Secretary who shall keep a
record of all actions of the Trustees. A copy of any resolution or action taken by the
Trustees, cértiﬁed by any one of the Trustees, may be relied upon by any person dealing with
this Trust. No person shall be required to see to the application of any money, securities, or
other property paid or delivered to the Trustees, or to inquire into any action, decision, or
authority of the Trustees.

- B. Liability of Trustee. No Trustee shall be answerable for any loss in
investments that were made in good faith. No Trustee shall be liable for the acfgs or
omissions of any other Trustee, o;' of any accountant, agent, counsel, or custodian selected
with reasonable care. Ea;;h Trustee shall be fully protected in acting upon any instrament,

certificate, or paper, believed by him to be genuine and to be signed or presented by the
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proper person or persons, and no Trustee shall be under any duty to make any investigation
or inquiry as to any statement contained in any such writing, but may accept the same as
conclusive evidence of the truth and accuracy of the statement.

C. Modification. This Agrecment may be amended or modified from time
to time by ti:e Trustee whenever necessary or advisable for the more convenient or efficient
administration of this Trust or to enable the Trustee to carry out the purpose of this Trust
more effectively, but no such amendment or modification shall alter the intention of the
Settlor that this Trust be operated exclusively for religious, charitable, scientific, literary, or
educational purposes, or for the-prevention of cruelty to children or animals, within the
United States or any of its possessions, and in a manner which shall make this Trust tax
exempt and the donations to it deductible from taxable income to the extent allowed by the
provisions of the Internal Revenue Code and other applicable legislation and regulations as
they now exist or as they may be amended. No amendment shall authorize the Trustee to
conduct the affairs of this Trust in any manner or for any purpose contrary to the provisions
of § 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or in the corresponding section of any future
federal tax code. An amendment of the provisions of this paragraph XI C shall be valid only
if and to the extent that such amendment further restricts the Trustee’s amending power.
Every amendment or modification of this Agreement shall be signed by the Trustee.

D. Construction; Intent of Settlor. It is the intention of the Settlor that any
gift made by Settlor to this Trust shall qualify for an income tax charitable deduction and that

any devise made by Settlor to this Trust shall qualify for an estate tax charitable deduction.
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Accordingly, the provisions of this Trust Agreement shall be so construed as to carry out the
intention of Settlor. Trustee is granted the power to amend the provisions herein for the sole
purpose of complying with the requirements of the Internal Revenue Code and regulations
issued thereunder in order to enable any gift by Seitlor to this Trust to qualify for an income
tax charitable deduction and any devise by Settlor to this Trust to qualify for an estate tax
charitable deduction.

E. Goveming Law. This Agreement is executed and delivered in the State

of Arizona, the situs shall be in that state, and it shall be governed by the laws of that state.
'F. Counterparts. This Agreement may be executed in counterparts and each

counterpart shall be considered an original.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this Agreement has been executed by the Settlor and

by the Trustee.
SETTLOR: TRUSTEE:
GARY SPIRTOS GARY SPIRTOS

Spirtos, Gary\Charitable Trust ~ Panagia
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Orthodox Christian Sisterhood

of the Holy Unmercenaries

2800 'W. Moore Road
Tucson Arizona 85755
520-219-8889

Clerk of the Board
Administration Division

130 West Congress, 1st Floor
Tucson, AZ 85701

Dear Sir or Madam,

I am writing to ask exemption from property taxes for the year 2020 for parcel # 219-27-003D, which
is owned by Panagia Theotokos Ecclesiastical Retreat (PTER), a tax-exempt non-profit 501(c)(8)
trust.

This parcel is contiguous to parcel # 219-27-003B, which is owned by Orthodox Christian Sisterhood
of the Holy Unmercenaries (OCSHU), a tax-exempt non-profit 501(c)(8) corporation. In the summer
of 2019 the office of Minor Land Division informed us that they were treating the two non-profits —
PTER and OCSHU - as one for their purposes; therefore, they told us that we would have to combine -
some of our parcels so that the total number of contiguous parcels would not exceed the legally !
allowed five parcels. These combinations were accomplished in the summer and fall of 2019.

Before the combinations, all parcels owned by these two non-profits were property tax exempt. MLD
did not inform us that combining the parcels — as they required — would cause them to lose their
property-tax-exempt status. As a nun not at all wise in the ways of the world, it did not occur to me
to ask about that. The trustee of PTER, owner of the subject parcel, may have received tax
documents for this parcel. But since OCSHU — a sisterhood of nuns of which I am both abbess and
president of the corporation — uses the property, he considers taxes and such to be my concern, and
so the matter slipped through the cracks in 2020.

PRPP Y S

In 2021 I applied for property tax exemption for this parcel and it was granted.

In this packet, I am enclosing all required documents to request property tax exemption for parcel
219-27-003D for the year 2020. I have not enclosed a financial report as I understand that this is not {3

required for religious organizations; if I am mistaken please inform and I will supply one. b
Thank you for your kind consideration. : 4

=
Alison Morgan, President £
Orthodox Christian Sisterhood of the Holy Unmercenaries ‘”::'




NON-PROFIT AND RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS

Property Tax Information and Questionnaire form

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION
ALL QUESTIONS MUST BE ANSWERED TO BE CONSIDERED FOR EXEMPTION

Lodeal TrosT
is Trustee

2. Under which section of Title 42, Chapter 11, Article 3 does your organization claim

exemption? &2 - ((/04
(Arizona Revised Statutes can be found at: )

3. Are there any type of b ss act1v1t1e as snack bars, cafés or restaurants operating
on the premises? Yes

4. Is the organization exempt from Federal and/or State income taxes?
Yes_[«1  No

/\)w&?wg’-"’
5. Is the Organization a 501 (C)? Yes_| 1 whichtype T o3t . No

6. Claimant is: Owner/Operator )X Owneronly * Operator only

7. Exemption is claimed on:
Allland X Buildings & Improvements_ X Personal Property

8. Is any portion of the property used as a place of residence? Yes . No
If yes, state number of md1v1duals occupying the premises and the duratxon of the
occupancy. | hesre A ‘AL . O 'M-L 10/€ml Se
Since 12/0¢ /08 §
L0

9. Does applicant recejve any i ¢? (other than free will offerings in connection with this
property) Yes_| | No_[|X

10. Is any portion of the property beinw or rented to a non-profit and/or a for- profit
organization(s)? Yes No . If yes, please list the name(s) of the

organization(s)

11. List date of occupancy: Month [ Z Dpay 08 Year 08’/



ORGANIZATION NAME: MMI ?d.g [4@:{2@5
E celosiastcal U Retred

APPLICANT MAILING ADDRESS:
: A/&XTN ALS) Trustee
26617 F Desert fills #4.
Flrewe 42 §5182-9588

(A ) EXEMPTION STATUTE:_‘7 /-~ /// OF
501: YES|X | Noj |
TYPE OF 501 STATUS: €0/ /c)(3)

Type of Organization: - omlit TrvsT
MVD Certificate:  YES NO|
Requesting New Property? See Reverse Side.

2022

AFFIDAVIT FOR ORGANIZATIONAL TAX EXEMPTION
Pursuant to A.R.S. §§ 42-11101 through 42-11155

Applicant Address change Yes[| | nNofX]

CONTACT INFORMATION (Address if different than Applicant)

Name: A ['son /Y o(adn

Address: :Z& rn W, /éz pore M
City: Tucs M State: ,4‘2' Zipm'

Telephone #for Appliant: £05 - Y- 1/ 0%

Telephone # for Contact: 29 -~ S'f? - 3359

Email: 5"5*0‘2!2? 'g (é 2) ? . 2'2— Car. |
Web Address: —

Note:

NOTE: SIGNATURE MUST BE NOTARIZED OR SIGNED IN
THE PRESENCE OF ASSESSOR'S OFFICE PERSONNEL &
ALL FIELDS MUST BE COMPLETED. AFFIDAVIT MUST BE
RETURNED BY MARCH 1, 2022.

(B) PROPERTY LIST (C) LIST USAGE
_EKLC‘Q__?/?‘Q Z2- 003D d;\a..mu/\ amﬂ O, AQVicl
WA} ) el Live a s Au./J;M
i1 ComtaMs a@fso " “hup
W |
SIS tess 2 pachica “fha |
Sacced lger cr+ of
nr%oﬂ.azq Chrisben
,)(;on 2420 4 o
J ()
STATE OF AZ / PIMA COUNTY
I HERE CERTIFY THAT | HAVE READ OVER THE FOREGOING X
FACTS BEFORE SUBSCRIBING MY NAME HERETO AND THAT ALL PROPERTY OWNER / AGENT DATE
MATTERS HEREIN STATED ARE TRUE TO THE BEST OF MY
KNOWLEDGE. X

DEPUTY ASSESSOR / NOTARY COMMISSION EXPIRES



Lefter of specific infed
Parcel No. 219-27-003D

This parcel is contiguous to Parcel No. 219-27-003B, which is owned by Orthodox Christian
Sisterhood of the Holy Unmercenaries, a tax-exempt non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation. In the summer
of 2019 the Pima County office of Minor Land Division informed us that they were treating the two
non-profit organizations — Panagia Theotokos Ecclesiastical Retreat and Orthodox Christian Sisterhood
of the Holy Unmercenaries — as one for their purposes; therefore, they told us, we would have to
combine some of our parcels so that the total number of contiguous parcels owned by these two
organizations would not be more than the legally allowed five parcels. These combinations were
accomplished in the late summer and early fall of 2019. It is to be noted that before the combinations
all of the parcels were property tax exempt.

Orthodox Christian Sisterhood of the Holy Unmercenaries is a women’s monastery (convent) OF THE
Orthodox Church. The Sisterhood consists of 12 nuns and novices. As recognized by MLD, Panagia
Theotokos Ecclesiastical Retreat and Orthodox Christian Sisterhood of the Holy Unmercenaries work
cooperatively, and the land owned by Panagia Theotokos Ecclesiastical Retreat plays a vital role in the
functioning of Orthodox Christian Sisterhood of the Holy Unmercenaries.

The religious community (monastery/convent) of the Holy Unmercenaries consists at this time of 12
nuns and novices. One nun and one novice live jn the building on the subject parcel; in addition, there
are two workshops in the building in which the sisters practice the Orthodox sacred art of iconography.
The vacant land around the building is used by all the sisters of the community for private prayer,
contemplation and quiet time alone with God.

The applicable exemption statute is as follows:
A.R.S. 42-11109. Exemption for religious property; affidavit

A. Property or buildings that are used or held primarily for religious worship, including land,
improvements, furniture and equipment, are exempt from taxation if the property is not used or held for
profit.

This statute imposes two conditions for exemption: first, that “property or buildings,... including land”
must be “used or held primarily for religious worship,” and, second, that “the property is not used or
held for profit.” It should be noted that the statute refers to “property or buildings”, not to “property and
buildings.”

In determining whether the subject property fulfills these two conditions it will be useful first to
consider how the monastery’s activities and the life of the inhabitants (monks or nuns; in this case,
nuns) differ from the activities of a traditional parish church and the lives of such a parish church’s
members. Quiet contemplation and prayer is essential to the monastic life, as the word “monastic”
comes from the Greek word “monazein”, which means “to be alone.” Solitary prayer is an integral part
of the monastic life. The nuns here value the quiet, solitude, and serenity of our environment. They
have dedicated their lives to Christ with lifelong vows (celibacy, non-accumulation of wealth, and
obedience) and live a life of prayer and contemplation. To put the matter succinctly, for a traditional
parish church, the building is the place of worship where the members gather at certain specific times
for worship services. In the monastery, our entire life is a life of prayer and worship of God, carried out
both in formal worship services held at set times in our church buildings and at all other times and
places through the practice of unceasing prayer. The entire grounds of the monastery is considered




hallowed ground and a place of prayer, worship and communion with God. This cannot be limited only
to the buildings where we live and have formal worship services. Thus, the land in question fulfills the
first requirement for tax exemption, namely, that it is “property or buildings that are used or held
primarily for religious worship, including land”.

The second requirement — that the land not be held for profit — can be answered more simply. Our
property is being held as raw land intentionally for religious purposes. There are no other uses for these
properties and there are no plans for construction, renting, leasing, or development of the land as this
would defeat the whole purpose of having undeveloped land where one can go to be alone in
contemplation and prayer without any worldly trappings or distractions. This is not a situation where
the monastery owns the land for some financial gain.

1) COURT CASE: TUCSON BOTANICAL GARDENS, INC. VS.PIMA COUNTY

In this case, Pima County held that Tucson Botanical Gardens lost its right to claim exemption on the
gift shop and certain meeting areas because it used these spaces, on occasion, for non-exempt purposes.
The Court disagreed, stating that “as long as the taxpayer’s principal or primary use of its property is
for the designated exempt purpose, the taxpayer is entitled to the exemption notwithstanding its
occasional or incidental use of its property for other uses.

The Court held that, to be exempt from taxation, property does not need to be held exclusively for
exempt purposes, but only primarily. In our case the property is held exclusively for exempt religious
purposes.

2) COURT CASE: KUNES VS. MESA STAKE OF CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY
SAINTS

In Kunes vs. Mesa Stake of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, 17 Ariz. App 451, 498 P.2d
525 (1972), a church owned a farm, the proceeds of which went to the church.The Court held thqt this
farmland was not exempt from property taxation.

The Court held that “the true use of the property itself and not the use of the proceeds or income is
decisive as to whether an exemption is to be given.” In our case, the property is not income-producing;
it is held solely for religious purposes.

The Court went on further to say, “we think, therefore, that the ‘charitable institutions’ referred to in
section 3066 (predecessor to A.R.S. 42-271) above quoted are physical property or buildings, whose
principal use is for the relief of indigent or afflicted, when such property is not used or held for profit,
and not the institutions themselves, even though charitable in their nature, which may or may not hold
certain of their property as exempt” [quoting from Conrad v. County of Maricopa, 40 Ariz. 390. 12 P.2d
613 (1932)]. Again, the subject property is not held for profit but its exclusive use is for religious
contemplation and prayer.

3) COURT CASE: HILLMAN V. FLAGSTAFF COMMUNITY HOSPITAL



iIn Hillman v. Flagstaff Community Hospital, 123 Ariz. 127, 59S P.2d 105 (App. Div. 1, 1979), an
exempt hospital owned two vacant lots two blocks from the hospital and held the land for future
expansion and development. The Court held that the two lots constituted “land appurtenant” to the
hospital, and, therefore, qualified for charitable tax exemption. The Court suggests that whether or not
the property is “appurtenant” is not the issue — the central issue is whether the vacant property is held
for a use which is 1) not for profit and 2) not inconsistent with the use of the main exempt propetty.
That the hospital did not have specific plans for the property did not defeat the exemption.

In the present case, the land is used solely for religious purposes. Had we merely held the land for some
unspecified future expansion or use not inconsistent with our religious mission, then under Hillman the
land would be exempt from property tax. However, this case is stronger than that of the taxpayer in
Hillman because Orthodox Christian Sisterhood now uses and specifically plans to use the land for

religious purposes only.
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To Whom it May Concern:

My name is Sister Anastasia Theodoropoulos and | am a member of the Orthodox Christian Sisterhood
of the Holy Unmercenaries. | walk while praying for 90 minutes every day while | pray the jesus Prayer
on my prayer rope. The Jesus Prayer is an Orthodox prayer that a Christian repeats. The words are
“Lord Jesus Christ have mercy on me.” | walk on the raw, vacant land of our property because it is not
populated and | never run into other people or sisters who could distract my prayer. In order for prayer
to be pure it has to be undistracted. That means avoiding contact with other people altogether.

| walk and pray in nature and it unites me with God. | am blessed that we have enough property that |
can actually walk in nature and pray for a full hour and a half without distraction. Untouched nature
also helps my prayer as it helps me to focus my mind on God. It is a tradition in the Orthodox Church to
walk in the forests and pray the Jesus Prayer. Lacking a forest, the Sonoran Desert serves the same
purpose for me and unites me with all of the Orthodox Christians in history who prayed in nature.

This prayer walk is part of a greater time that | devote to prayer on a daily basis. In the Orthodox church
monastics pray the Jesus Prayer often for hours at a time. Part of the prayer is said inside and for many
monastics the rest of the prayer rule is said outdoors in a place without any distractions. The fact that
our property does not have any walking paths or benches (where sisters can congregate and start
distracting conversations) is truly a blessing for the part of the prayer rule that | can say outdoors in
nature.

In closing, | would like to repeat that prayer in nature brings one closer to God and it is only helpful if
one can be completely alone in nature that is untouched by human beings and free of any human
contact.

Sincerely, "
i O e
Sister Anastasia The6doropoulos

STATE OF: Arizona ~ COUNTY OF: Pinal
B\ LAMBROS E ANASTASOPOULOS This instrument was acknowledged before me this

73

Y@\ Notary Public, State of Arizona} G)cH' oM
X d\‘ﬁ c Pi;xal County ’ 3 Pday Of S d‘“—V\\U\J ! 0 EL
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My Commission Expires by tew U(aq
October04, 2024 =
2027042024 ) o

Notary Public (signature)
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had evidencethat t{rough his prayer, his pure life, and his [

remility, he was—humanly speaking—infallible in his expe—L‘ ‘ . ;
ence. I could see that he had tried all the ascetical struggles props Y w
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DURING OUR VIGIL the foxes, jackals, and
- Delight nightingales kept us company with their
Vigil howling and singing. How wonderful it
was to be out there with them in complete
souitude in the wilderness! Free of cares I would pray with my
wver-rope, do my prostrations, meditate on luminous contem-
tions. Then I could go back in my cell, light my kerosene
1p, and read a few chapters of St. Isaac’s Ascetical Homilies.
Throughout the day as we were working hard, I would look
ward to when night would fall so that I could do my vigil.
= absolute stillness of the night was our favorite time. St.
1ac the Syrian says that stillness, by itself, is sufficient to
mtort the soul. How much more so it comforts the soul when
ce also visits! Then the nous ascends straight up to heaven.

7114 /)

%or those in the desert, life is blessed, in that they soar with

164 /)
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I would gaze at the stars, and my nous would ascend. It

‘ine love.

uld pass the first heaven, the second heaven, the third heaven,
~d then reach the throne of God, where you bow down and
ar soul cries out, “Most sweet Jesus, my dear, sweet Jesus! Je-
<. my sweet love!” With this disposition of love, how can your
ughts go down to base things, since you are entirely attracted
> things above? How can you start thinking bad things about Evenin our
wer people? It is impossible. ;
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sverything, | repistered everything, | knew everything From

ti longer walked on the earth. My sense ol smell was opened

led l.’\’(’!‘ylhill?,. my eyes were opened and my cars were
recognized things from far away. I distinguished the animals
rom the sound of the call I knew if it was a blackbird or
-4 finch or a nightingale, a robin or a thrush. I recognized all
% by their song. At night and at dawn I delighted in the chorus of
sgales and blackbirds, all of them...

-ame another, a new, a different person. I turned everything I saw
yei. | referred it to myself. Why does the bird sing and glorify its
¢f | wanted to do the same. The same with the flowers: I recognized
flowers by their fragrances and I smelled them when I was half an
i away. 1 observed the grasses, the trees, the water, the rocks. I spoke
i the rocks. The rocks had seen so much! I asked them and they told
all the secrets of Kavsokalyvia. And I was filled with emotion and
antrition. I saw everything with the grace of God. I saw, but [ didn’t
euk, | often went to the forest. I was greatly enthused by walking
ildst the stones and the rushes, the thickets and the tall trees.

1 fell in love with the nightingale and it inspired me

morning I was walking alone in the virgin forest. Everything, fresh-

ened by the morning dew, was shining in the sunlight. I found myself in

4 gorge. I walked through it and sat on a rock. Cold water was running
peacefully beside me and I was saying the prayer. Complete peace. Noth-
ing could be heard. After a while the silence was broken by a sweet, in-
toxicating voice singing and praising the Creator. I looked. I couldn’t

discern anything. Eventually, on a branch opposite me I saw a tiny bird.

It was a nightingale. I listened as the nightingale trilled unstintingly, its
throat puffed out to bursting in sustained song. The microscopic little
bird was stretching back its wings in order to find power to emit those
sweetest of tones, and puffing out its throat to produce that exquisite
voice. If only I had a cup of water to give it to drink and quench its thirst!

Tears came to my eyes — the same tears of grace that flowed so ef-
fortlessly and that I had acquired from Old Dimas. It was the second
time I had experienced them.

[ cannot convey to you the things I felt, the things I experienced. I
have, however, revealed to you the mystery. And I thought, “Why does

31




this tiny nightingale produce these sounds? Why does it trill like thats
Why is it singing that exquisite song? Why, why, why... why is it bursi

ing its throat? Why, why, for what reason? Is it waiting for someone to
praise ii? Certainly not. No one there will do that.” So I philosophized 1o
myself. This sensitivity I acquired after the experience with Old Dimas
Previously I didn’t have it. What did that nightingale not tell me! And
how much did I say to it in silence: ‘Little nightingale, who told you that
I would pass by here? No one comes here. It’s such an out-of-the-way
place. How marvelously you unceasingly carry on your duty, your prayc:
to God! How much you tell me, and how much you teach me, littlc
nightingale! My God, how I am moved. With your warbling, dear
nightingale, you show me how to hymn God, you teach me a thousand
things, beyond number...’

My poor health does not allow me to narrate all this to you as I fecl
it. A whole book could be written about it. I loved that nightingale very
much. [ loved it and it inspired me. I thought, ‘Why it and not me? Why
does it hide from the world and not me?’ And the thought entered into
my mind that I must leave, I must lose myself, I must cease to exist. I said
to myself, ‘Why? Did it have an audience? Did it know I was there and
could hear it? Who heard it as it was bursting its throat in song? Why did
it go to such a hidden location? But what about of all these little night-
ingales in the middle of the thick forest, in the ravines, night and day, at
sunset and sunrise? Who heard their throat-bursting song? Why did
they go to such secret places? Why did they puff out their throats to
bursting? The purpose was worship, to sing to their Creator, to worship
God. That’s how I explained it.

I regarded all of them as angels of God, little birds that glorified God
the Creator of all and no one heard them. Yes, believe me, they hid them-
selves so that no one would hear them. They weren’t interested in being
heard; but there in solitude, in peace, in the wilderness, in silence, they
longed to be heard, but by whom? None other than by the Maker of
everything, the Creator of all, by Him who gave them life and breath and
voice. You will ask, ‘Did they have consciousness? What am I to say? I
don’t know if they did it consciously or not. I don’t know. These, after
all, are birds. It may be, as Holy Scripture says, that today they live and
tomorrow exist no more. We mustn’t think differently from what Holy
Scripture says. God may present to us that all these were angels of God.
We don’t know about these things. At all events they hid themselves so
that no one would hear their doxology.

So it is also for the monks there on the Holy Mountain; their life is

iknown, You live with your elder and you love hinm Prostrations and
etic struggles are all part of daily life, but you don’t remember them,

does anyone ask about you,"Who is he?” You live Christ; you belong
Christ. You live with everything and you live God, in whom all things
we and move — in whom and through whom. . .you enter into the un-

created Church and live there unknown. And although you devote

ourself in prayer to your fellow men, you remain unknown to all men,

iind perhaps they will never know you.

1 got it into my head to leave for the desert, alone with God alone

[ got it into my head to leave, to ask my elder for his blessing and a sack
of dry biscuit and to disappear to praise and glorify God unceasingly. But
I thought, ‘Where will I go? I still haven't learned my handicraft proper-
ly. They still hadn’t taught me. Perhaps they were afraid I would leave.

 That was a widespread fear on the Holy Mountain. They wouldn’t teach

novices how to complete their handicraft so that they wouldn’t leave. Be-
cause for a monk to know a craft means freedom, since he then has a way
of buying his biscuit.

So this idea got into my head to leave for the desert, alone with God
alone. Selflessly. Without pride, without egotism, without vanity, without,
without, without. .. Do you believe it? That’s where my ideal of selfless-
ness came from. A number of ascetics who disappeared into the desert
achieved this purity, this perfection. They sought neither the world nor
anything at all.... They dissolved in tears before God and prayed for the
Church. They all were concerned first for the world and the Church and
after that for themselves.

So, as I said, the aim of the nightingale became stuck in my head.
What is his aim in bursting his throat in song in the wilderness? Wor-
ship, praise and doxology directed to God the Creator. So why should I
not go into the wilderness to worship God in silence, lost to the world
and the society of men? Is there anything more perfect? All these ideas
I had derived from the nightingale. I dreamt up such plans! How I
would go into the wilderness, how I would live joyfully, how I would die!
I would eat wild herbs, I would do this and that! I would go as an un-
known ragged beggar to some monastery to ask for a rusk of bread and
I would eat it without saying who I am and where I stay. I made up a
whole scenario. It was my secret.

I returned to my cell filled with all these emotions and dreams. I
confessed them to the elder. The elder smiled. ‘Deception!” he said. ‘Get
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE . ‘._DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
P. 0. BOX 2508
CINCINNATI, OH 45201

Employer Identification Number:

Date: JUL 11 2013 | 20-4601339

DLN:
17053143347032
PANAGIA THEOTOKOS ECCLESIASTICAL Contact Person:
RETREAT . ) - MRS. R. MEDLEY ID# 52402
C/O GARY SPIRTOS Contact Telephone Number:
34522 N SCOTTSDLE RD 220 (877) 829-5500

SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85266
: Accounting Period Ending:

December 31

Public Charity Status:
170(b) (1) {(A) (i)

Form 990 Required:
No

Effective Date of Exemption:
December 14, 2007

Contribution Dednctzblllty.
Yes

Addendum Applies:
No

Dear Applicant:

We are pleased to .inform you that upon review of your appliéation for tax
exempt status we have determined that you are exempt from Federal income tax

under section 501(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Contributions to you are

deductible under section 170 of the Code. You are also qualified to receive
tax deductible bequests, devises, transfers or gifte under section 2055, 2106.
or 2522 of the Code. Because this letter could help resolve any questions
regarding your exempt status, you should keep it in your permament records.

Organizations exempt under section 501(c) (3) of the Code are further classified
as either public charities or private foundations. We determined that you are
a public charity under the Code section(s) listed in the heading of this
letter. .

Please see enclosed Publlcatlon 4221-PC, Compliance Guide for 501(0)(3) Public

Charities, for some helpful information about your respon81b111ties as an
exempt organization.

Letter 947 (DO/CG)




'PANAGIA THEOTOKOS ECCLESIASTICAL

We have sent a copy of this letter to your representative as indicated in your

power of attorney.

Enclosure: Publication 4221-PC

Sincerely,

ok €O

Kenneth Corbin
Acting Director, Exempt Organizations

Letter 947 (DO/CG)




PANAGIA THEQTOKOS ECCLESIASTICAL RETREAT TRUST

Dated 3'/ / o/a‘) , 2009

The PANAGIA THEOTOKOS ECCLESIASTICAL RETREAT TRUST

+
AGREEMENT is made and entered into this Z 0 day of A u/q\/ b, 2009 between

GARY SPIRTOS as Settlor and GARY SPIRTOS as Trustee. GARY SPIRTOS and my
successor Trustees shall be referred to herein as “the Trustee”. |

Settlor and various other donors have transferred property to the Trustee. This
property has been donated to Settlor for the purpose of the éstab]ishment of a non-profit
religidus organization to provide ‘housing and care for Orthodox Christians in need. Settlor
and other donors may add additional property subsequent to the execution of this Trust. The
property and all investments and reinvestments thereof and additions thereto are herein
collectively referred to as the “T'rust Fund” and shall be held upon the following trust:

I.  NameofTrust. The name of this Trust shall be the PANAGIA THEOTOKOS
ECCLESIASTICAL RETREAT TRUST, and so far as practicable, the Trustee shall conduct
the activities of the Trust in that name.

II.  Acceptance by Trustee. The Trustee accepts this Trust, and agrees to hold,
- manage and administer the Trust Fund in accordance with the terms of this Agreement.

III. Purpose. The purposes of this Trust are to devote and apply the Trust Fund
and the income derived therefrom for the primary purpose of providing housing and care for
Orthodox Christians in need, in particular elderly women who are poor and are in need of

assistance and protection. The Trustee shall establish a place of worship on the property and
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shall provide for regular services in the worship of Orthodox Christian doctrine. If the
PANAGIA THEOTOKOS ECCLESIASTICAL RETREAT ceases to exist, then the purposes
of this Trust shall be to devote and apply the Trust Fund and the income derived therefrom
exclusively for charitable, religious, scientific, literary, or educational | purposes, either
directly or by contributions to organizations duly anthorized to carry on charitable, religious,
scientific, literary, or educaﬁonal activities; provided, however, thatno part of the Trust Fund
shall imure to the benefit of any private shareholder or individual, and no part of the direct
or indirect activities of this Trust shall coﬁsist of carrying on propaganda, or otherwise
attempting to influence legislation, or of participating in, or intervening in (including the

publication or distribution of statements), any political campaign on behalf of any candidate

for public office. Notwithstanding any other provision, this Trust shall not conduct any

activities not permitted by an organization exempt under §501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue

Code and its regulations as they now exist, or as they may be amended, or by an organization,

contributions to which are deductible under §170(c)(2) of such Code and regulations as they

now exist or as they may be amended. In this Trust Agreement and in any amendments to
it, the term "charitable purposes" shall be limited to and shall include oﬁly religious,
‘charitable, scientific, literary, or educational purposes, or for the prevention of cruelty to
chi]dren'or animals, within the meaning of those terms as use in §501(c)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code, or in the corresponding section of any future federal tax code.

IV. Transfers of Property to the Trust. The Trustee may receive and accept

| property, whether real, personal, or mixed, by way of gift, bequest, or devise, from any
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person, firm, trast, or corporation, to be held, administered, and disposed of in accordance
with and pursuant to the provisions of this Tfust Agreement; but no gift, bequest, or devise
of any sﬁch property shall be received and accepted if it is conditioned or limited in such
manner as to require the disposition of the income or its principal to any person or
organization other than a "charitable organization" or for other than "charitable purposes”,
within the meaning of such terms as defined in Articles ITI and V of this Trust Agreement,
or as shall, in the opinion of the Trustee, jeopardize the federal income taﬁ exemption of this
Trust pursuant to §501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or in the corrésponding section

of any future federal tax code.

V. Distribution of Income and Principal for Charitable Purposes. The Trustee

shall apply such amounts of income or principal from the Trust Fund, at such ﬁmes, in such
manner, and in such amounts as the Trustee may determine, or as may be required by
restricted donations, to the uses and purposes set forth in paragraph III, or they may make
contributions to other charitable organizations to be used within the United States or any of
its possessions. The Trustee may also make payments or distributions of all or any part of
the income or principal to states, territories, or possessions of the United States, any political
subdivision of any of the foregoing, or to the United States or the District of Columbia, but
only for charitable purposes within the meaning of that term as deﬁned in Article IIT. Income
or principal derived from contributions by corporations shall be distributed by the Trustee
for use solely within the United States or its possessions. For this pﬁrpose, the term

. "charitable organizations" shall mean a corporation, trust, or community chest, fund, or
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foundation, created or organized in the United States or any possession, or under the laws of
the United States, any state, the District of Columbia, or any possession of the United States,
organized and operated exclusively for religious, éharitable, scientific, literary, or educational
purposes, or for the prevention of cruelty to children or animals, no part of the net earnings
of which inures to the benefit of any private shareholder or individual, and no substantial part
of the activities of which is carrying on propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence
legislation, and which does not participate in, or intervene in (including the puﬁlishing or
distributing of statements), any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public
office or in opposition to any candidate for a political office. It is intended that the
organization described in this Article V shaﬁ be entitled to exembﬁon from federal income

tax under §501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or in the corresponding section of any

future federal tax code. Any other provisions of this Trust Agreement notwithstanding, the "

Trustee shall distribute the trust income for each taxable year at such time and in such
manner as not to become subject to the tax on undistributed income imposed by § 4942 of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, or corresponding provisions of any subsequent federal

tax laws.

VI Trustee - Number and Succession. Upon the death, resignation, or

incompetency of ﬂle initial Trustee, ALEX TRIGONIS shall serve as Successor Trustee, or
if he is unable or unwilling to serve, GEORGE GIANNARIS shall serve as Successor
Trustee. If GEORGE GIANNARIS is unable or unwilling to serve as Successor Trustee,

CHARLAMBOS GIANNARIS shall serve as Successor Trustee, or if he is unable or
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unwilling to serve, CHRYSOSTOMOS GIANNARIS shall serve as Successor Trustee. If
CHRYSOSTOMOS GIANNARIS is unable or .unwilling to serve, RUSSELL KOCH shall
* serve as Successor Trustee, or if he is unable or unwilling to serve, then JOHNNY N.
HELENBOLT shall appoint a Successor Trustee who has strong convictions to the purpose
of the Trust. If JOHNNY N. HELENBOLT is unable to do so, then the last serving Trustee
shall appoint a Successor Trustee.

Everynew Tfustee shall have all the powers, authority, and discretion by this
instrument coﬁferred upon the present Trustee as fully and effectively as though he orit were
named by this instrument as an original Trustee.

VII. Trustee Compensation. The Trustee shall not receive compensation for the

services rendered to this Trust. The Trustee shall have power and authority fo incur any
expense or to do any 'act or acts which they may consider necessary and proper to the
effective administration of this Trust. The expenses of the Trustee and expenses of adminis-
tration of this Trust shall first be paid each year, or provision made therefor, out of the
income of the Trust before any distribution is made for any one year. No Trustee shall be
required to furnish any bond or security. .In no event shall any compensation‘ever be paid to
any person after he has made a transfer of property to this Trust as a contribution.

VIIL ‘Formation of Successor Corporation. The Trustee may, if the Trustee desires
so to do, form and organize a corporation for the purposes provided for the Trust by this
Agreement, such corporation to be organized under the laws of the United States, as may be

determined by the Trustee; such corporation when organized to have power to administer and
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control the affairs and property of the Trust, and to carry out the purposes of this Trust. Such
corporation, if organized, shall benamed the PANAGIA THEOTOKOS ECCLESIASTiCAL
RETREAT CORPORATION. Upon the creation and organiiation of such corporation, the
Trustee is anthorized to convey to such corporation all the property and assets to which the
Trust may be or become entitled. It is the purpose of this provision that such corporation, if
incorporated and organized as by this paragraph provided, shall take the place of the Trustee
of this Trust as if named in the first instance. Such corporation, if férmed, shall have the
same powers and authority as are vested in the Trustee by this Agreement, subject to the
same limitations and restrictions. The Trustee of this Trust shall be the incorporator of such
corporation, together with such other persons as may be chosen for the purpose, and the
Trustes shall constitute and act as the first Board of Directors of such corporation, together
with such other persons as the Trustee may select. The application for charter, the provisions
ﬂiereof, the organization, the bylaws, rules and rggulaﬁons, and other provisions for the
management of such corporation and its affairs and property, shall be such as the Trustee
named in this Agreement, or those persons then .acﬁng as such, or a majority of them shall
determine, provided, however, that such corporation shall be organized and operated so as
to qualify for exemption under §501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and its Regulations
as they may then exist or as they may be amended.

IX. Termination of Trust. This Trust shall be irrevocable, but may be terminated
at any time by the Trustee. Upon the termination of the Trust, the Trustee shall, after paying

or making provisions for payment of all the liabilities of the Trust, shall dispose of all the
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assets of the Trust exclusively in such manner, or to such organization or organizations
organized and operated exclusively for charitable, education, religious, or scientific purposes
as shall-at the time qualify as an exempt organization or organizations under §501(c)(35 of
the Code, as the Trustee shall determine. Any such assets not so disposed of shall be
disposed of by the Superior Court of the county in which the principal office of the Trust is
then located, exclusively for charitable purposes or to such organization(s), as said court shall
determine, which 4are organized and operated exclusively for such purposes.

X. Trustee Administrative Powers. In the administration of this Trust and of the
Trust Fund, the Trustee shall have all powers and authority necessary or available to carry
out the purposes of this Trust and, without limiting the generality of the foregoing, shall hax'/e
the following powers and authority, all subject, hoﬁevm, to the condition that no power or
authority shall be exercised by the Trustee in any manner or for any purpose which may not
be exercised by an organization which is tax exempt or by an organization to which donations
are deductible from taxable income to the extent allowed by the provisions of the Internal
Revenue Code and other applicable legislation and regulations as they now exist or may

hereafter be amended:

A Additions to Trust. To receive the income, profits, rents, and proceeds
of the Trust Fund.

B. Investment. To purchase, subscribe for, retain, invest, and reinvest in
securities or other property wherever situated, and whether or not productive or of a wasting
nature, and without any requirement for diversification as to kind or amount. The words
"securities or other property" as used in this Agreement shall be deemed to include real or
personal property, corporate shares, common or preferred, or any other interest in any
corporation, association, investment trust, or investment company, bonds, notes, debentures,
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orother evidences of indebtedness or ownership, secured or unsecured, even though the same
may not be legal investments for a Trustee under the applicable laws; but securities and other
property shall not be deemed to include shares or indebtedness of the Settlor unless they are
don;ated to this Trust.

C. Powerto Sell. To sell for cash or on credit, convert, redeem, exchange
. for other securities or other property, or otherwise dispose of any securities or other property
at any time held by them., ' :

D. Power to Deal with Real Property. To alter, repair, improve, erect
buildings upon, demolish, manage, partition, mortgage, lease, exchange, grant options to
lease or to buy, and sell or dispose of real property, at public or private sale, and upon such
conditions and such terms as to cash and credit as they may deem advisable.

E. Claims against Trust. Topay all administration expenses ofthis Trust and
any taxes imposed upon it, and to settle, compromise, or submit to arbitration any claims,
mortgages, debts, or damages, due or owing to or from this Trust, to commence or defend
suits or legal proceedings, and to represent this Trust in all suits or legal proceedings.

F. Securities Powers. To exercise any conversion privilege or subscription
right available in connection with any securities or other property; to consent to the
reorganization, consolidation, merger, or readjustment of the finances of any corporation,
company, or association or to the sale, mortgage, pledge, or lease of the property of any
corporation, company, or association any of the securities of which may at any time be held
by them and to do any act, including the exercise of options, the making of agreements or
subscriptions, and the payment of expenses, assessments, or subscriptions which may be
deemed necessary or advisable, and to hold and retain any securities or other property which

they may so acquire.

G. - Vote Securities. To vote personally, or by general or limited proxy, any
shares of stock, and similarly to exercise personally, or by general or by limited power of
attorney, any right appurtenant to any securities or other property.

H. Borrowing. To borrow money in such amounts and upon such terms and
conditions as shall be deemed advisable or proper to carry out the purpose of this Trust and
to pledge any securities or other property for the repayment of any such loan.

1. Uninvested Assets. To hold part or all of the Trust Fund uninvested.

J.  Employ Advisors. To employ suitable accountants, agents, counsel, and
custodians, and to pay their reasonable expenses and compensation.
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K. Nominee Power. To register any securities held by them in their own
name, of, to the extent permitted by law, in the name of a nominee with or without the
addition of words indicating that such securities are held in a fiduciary capacity, and to hold
any securities unregistered or in bearer form.

L. Execute Any Instrument. To make, execute, and deliver all instraments
~ necessary or proper for the accomplishment of the purpose of this Trust or of any of the
foregoing powers, including deeds, bills of sale, transfers, leases, mortgages, security
agreements, assignments, conveyances, confracts, purchase agreements, waivers, releases,
and settlements.

In addition, the Trustee shall have and exercise, subject to the lixﬁitaﬁons
provided, all the rights and powers incident to the ownership of all the properties, real and
personal, held by them from time to time belonging to this Trust, as though Trustee was the
owner of such properties. |

Any other provisions of this instrument notwithstanding, the Trustee shall
distribute its income for each tax year at such time and in such manner so that it will not
become subject to the tax on undistributed income imposed by §4942 of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986, or corresponding provisi;)ns of any later fédcral tax laws. Any other
provisions of this instrument notwithstanding, the Trustee shall not engage in any act of
self-dealing as defined in §4941(d) of the Internal Revenue Code 0f 1986, or corresponding
provisions of any later federal tax laws; nor retain any excess business holdings as defined
in §4943(c) qf the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, or corresponding provisions of any later
federal tax laws; nor make any investments in a manner that would incur tax liability under
§4944 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, or corresponding provisions of any later federal

tax laws; nor make any taxable expenditures as defined in §4945(d) of the Internal Revenue
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Code of 1986, 6r corresponding provisions of any later federal tax laws.

Notwithstanding the above, no principal or income shall be loaned, directly
or indirectly, to any Trustee or to anyone else, corporate or otherwise, who has at any time
made a contribution to this Trust, nor to anyone except on the basis of an adequate interest
charge and with adequate security.

XI. Administrative Provisions.

A. Action by Trustee. The Trustee shall act by a vote of a majority of their
number at any given time. Any instru:cﬁent required to be executed by this Trust shall be
valid if executed in the name of this Trust by such a majority of the Trustees. All actions of
the 'Tmstees shall be taken, either by resolution at a meeting, or by written record without a
meeting. The Trustees shall appoint, from among themselves, a Secretary who shall keep a
record of all actions of the Trustees. A copy of any resolution or action taken by the
Trustees, certified by any one of the Trustees, may be relied upon by any person dealing with
this Trust. No person shall be required to see to the application of any money, securities, or
other property paid or delivered to the Trustees, or to inquire into any action, decision, or
authority of the Trustees.

B. Liability of Trustee. No Trustee shall be answerable for any loss in
investments that were made in good faith. No Trustee shall be liable for the act_s or
omissions of any other Trustee, o;' of any accountant, agent, counsel, or custodian selected
with reasonable care. Eac.:h Trustee shall be fully protected in acting upon any instrument,

certificate, or paper, believed by him to be genuine and to be signed or presented by the
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proper person or persons, and no Trustee shall be under any duty to make any investigation
or inquiry as to any statement contained in any such writing, but may accept the same as
conclusive evidence of the truth and accuracy of the statement.

C. Modification. This Agreement may be amended or modified from time

to time by the Trustee whenever necessary or advisable for the more convenient or efficient
administration of this Trust or to enable the Trustee to carry out the purpose of this Trust
‘more effectively, but no such amendmgnt or modification shall alter the in’cention of the-
Settlor that this Trust be operated exclusiﬁrely for religious, charitable, scientific, literary, or
educational purposes, or for the-prevention of cruelty to children or animals, within the
United States or any of its possessions, and in a manner which shall make this Trust tax
exempt and the donations to it deductible from taxable income to the extent allowed by ‘the
provisions of the Internal Revenue Code and other applicable legislation and regulations as
they now exist or as they may be amended. No amendment shall authorize the Trustee to
conduct the affairs of this Trust in any manner or for any purpose contrary to the provisions
of § 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or in the corresponding section of any future
federal tax code. An amendment of the provisions of this paragraph XI C shall be valid only
if and to the extent that such amendment further restricts the Trustee’s amending power.
Every amendment or modification of this Agreement shall be signed by the Trustee.

D. Construction; Intent of Settlor. It is the intention of the Settlor that any
gift made by Settlor to this Trust shall qualify for an income tax charitable deduction and that

any devise made by Settlor to this Trust shall qualify for an estate tax charitable deduction.
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Accordingly, the provisions of this Trust Agreement shall be so construed as to carry out the
intention of Settlor. Trustee is granted the power to amend the provisions herein for the sole
purpose of complying with the requirements .of the Internal Revenue Code and regulations
issued thereunder in order to enable any gift by Seitlor to this Trust to qualify for an income
tax charitable deduction and any devise by Settlor to this Trust to qualify for an estate tax
charitable deduction.

E. Goveming Law. This Agreement is executed and delivered in the State
of Arizona, the situs shall be in that state, and it shall be governed by the laws of that state.

F. Counterparts. This Agreement may be executed in counterparts and each
counterpart shall be considered an original,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this Agreement has been executed by the Settlor and

by the Trustee.
SETTLOR: TRUSTEE:
GARY $PIRTOS FARY SPRTOS ¢

Spirtos, Gary\Charitable Trust - Panagia
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Orthodox Christian Sisterhood

of the Holy Unmercenaries

2800 W. Moore Road
Tucson Arizona 85755
520-219-8889

Clerk of the Board
Administration Division

130 West Congress, 1st Floor
Tucson, AZ 85701

Dear Sir or Madam,

I am writing to ask exemption from property taxes for the years 2020 and 2021 for parcel # 219-32-
008C, which is owned by Panagia Theotokos Ecclesiastical Retreat (PTER), a tax-exempt non-profit
501(c)(3) trust.

This parcel is contiguous to parcel # 219-27-0038B, which is owned by Orthodox Christian Sisterhood
of the Holy Unmercenaries (OCSHU), a tax-exempt non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation. In the summer
of 2019 the office of Minor Land Division informed us that they were treating the two non-profits —
PTER and OCSHU - as one for their purposes; therefore, they told us that we would have to combine
some of our parcels so that the total number of contiguous parcels would not exceed the legally
allowed five parcels. These combinations were accomplished in the summer and fall of 2019.

Before the combinations, all parcels owned by these two non-profits were property tax exempt. MLD
did not inform us that combining the parcels — as they required — would cause them to lose their
property-tax-exempt status. As a nun not at all wise in the ways of the world, it did not occur to me
to ask about that. The trustee of PTER, owner of the subject parcel, may have received tax
documents for this parcel. But since OCSHU — a sisterhood of nuns of which I am both abbess and
president of the corporation — uses the property, he considers taxes and such to be my concern, and
so the matter slipped through the cracks in 2020.

In late December 2020 the trustee of PTER told me that I had to apply for tax exemption for 2021.
At the time, I was very sick and could barely function. I had “long Covid” from mid-November, 2020,
to early March, 2021 (I can supply a written attestation to that fact from my neurologist if needed). I
did submit the application, but I made a number of mistakes which led to the denial of tax exemption
for two of the parcels, including the subject parcel.

In this packet, I am enclosing all required documents to request property tax exemption for parcel

219-82-003C for the years 2020 and 2021. I have not enclosed a financial report as I understand that -

this is not required for religious organizations; if I am mistaken please inform and I will supply one.

Thank you for your kind consideration.

Alison Morgan, Zzsident

Orthodox Christian Sisterhood of the Holy Unmercenaries
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NON-PROFIT AND RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIOND
Property Tax Information and Questionnaire form

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION
ALL QUESTIONS MUST BE ANSWERED TO BE CONSIDERED FOR EXEMPTION

2. Under which sec;:on of Title 42, Chapter 11, Article 3 does your organization claim

exemption? ~ 7 !/ 0% .
(Arizona Revised Statutes can be found at: )

3. Are there any type of businsss activitie as snack bars, cafés or restaurants operating
on the premises? Yes I I No

4. Isthe nization e t from Federal and/or State income taxes?
Yes g i No l I
Non ot
5. Is the Organization a 501 (C)? Yes ‘z | which type T/‘ uslm .o

6. Claimant is: Owner/Operator x Owner only Operator only

7. Exemption is claimed on:

All land_ X Buildings & Improvements Personal Property

8. Isany portion of the property used as a place of residence? Yes No__ X
If yes, state number of individuals occupying the premises and the duration of the
occupancy.

9. Does applicant ecejve any i e? (other than free will offerings in connection with this

property) Yes No

10. Is any portion of the rty being leased or rented to a non-profit and/or a for- profit
organization(s)? Yes No . Ifyes, please list the name(s) of the
organization(s)

11. List date of occupancy: Month Day Year

ThiS is gas will be preserved as vacast ran faud]
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2022

FFIDAVIT FOR ORGANIZATIONAL TAX EXEMPTION
ORGANIZATION NAME: _&Agf_‘ﬁ_z&ﬁ@é_ AFFIDAVI
to AR.S, §§42-11101 th h 42-11155
E CC,LQS ) 425*‘ CJ /ezjfa:p Pursuant to §8 roug

APPLICANT MAILING ADDRESS: Applicant Address change Yes [:] Nom
cttn.: Alex Trigons Tru s fee CONTACT INFORMATION (Address if different than Applicant)
/ -
Name: /] [Son /Marnan
o?éé/ 7 E. Desﬂ/'f /'74./[( /&f Address: 2 £ 19 4. _//29“ e

_ Cty: T pesan  State 42 ZipiPs 2oy
Fé’fe"& A é ?S-/&’?'ys W Telephone # for Appliant: 503’ -~ 950 ~l/OK

Telephone fiforContact: $2 - ¢PF — 338 7

Email: s \

Web Address: ——

Note:
(A ) EXEMPTION STATUTE: /7
501: YES i No’i!
TYPE OF 501 STATUS: 5’0/ (<) (3) NOTE: SIGNATURE MUST BE NOTARIZED OR SIGNED IN
Type of Organization: 5/ f &v_.SI_ THE PRESENCE OF ASSESSOR'S OFFICE PERSONNEL &
MVD Certificate: ves[j No| ALL FIELDS MUST BE COMPLETED. AFFIDAVIT MUST BE
Requesting New Property? See Reverse Side. RETURNED BY MARCH 1, 2022.

(B) PROPERTY LIST (C) LIST USAGE

|_Precd 2/2-32. 003C | Law land i,a'fen-h‘am\///niaw

veeant &s a  glacs

S o lebarn  Pree. : |
dm\/mf%g@o[ﬂ

STATE OF AZ / PIMA COUNTY

1 HERE CERTIFY THAT | HAVE READ OVER THE FOREGOING X

FACTS BEFORE SUBSCRIBING MY NAME HERETO AND THAT ALL PROPERTY OWNER / AGENT DATE
MATTERS HEREIN STATED ARE TRUE TO THE BEST OF MY

KNOWLEDGE. X

DEPUTY ASSESSOR / NOTARY COMMISSION EXPIRES



Religious Vacant Land Intent Declaration Renewal

Applicant: Please complete this renewal declaration to continue your exemption of vacant land under
A.R.S. 42-11109. You will need to resubmit current intent documents for consideration. Please be
aware that this declaration may be recorded with the Pima County Recorder’s Office.

Parcel number: _2 [9 -__3_0? - 003 C |
Property address and name of Church: _z&m') w). MQ&(' e /ego. TVQ.S M_A 2 w 755 i

List in detail the intended use of the property, and the proposed timeframe for this use to begin.
(Examples of the type of intent documents that need to be resubmitted with this dedlaration include: ‘
Architectural plans, board meeting minutes, building permits etc.) :

Sistecs +o walle md ple

Are there plans for any portion of the property to be leased, rented or used for any commercizal
pu now or in the future? If yes, please explain.
0

Are there any plans to divide or sell any portion of the property now or in the future? If yes, please
explain: _J| o

Under penalty of perjury, | hereby certify that all the information contained in this declaration

form is true and correct. OI“,‘&O 9-0;( ﬂ{ 'Shaq S, St La-aﬂ of % @

orone §20) SE7 2335 P Conartes

Date__ 0/ IZE 24

Print Nama:

Signature:

{First time applicant) 12/2014
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Parcel No. 219-32-003C

This parcel is contiguous to Parcel No. 219-27-003B, which is owned by Orthodox Christian
Sisterhood of the Holy Unmercenaries, a tax-exempt non-profit 501{c)(3) corporation. In the summer
of 2019 the Pima County office of Minor Land Division informed us that they were treating the two
non-profit organizations — Panagia Theotokos Ecclesiastical Retreat and Orthodox Christian Sisterhood
of the Holy Unmercenaries — as one for their purposes; therefore, they told us, we would have to
combine some of our parcels so that the total number of contiguous parcels owned by these two
organizations would not be more than the legally allowed five parcels. These combinations were
accomplished in the late summer and early fall of 2019. It is to be noted that before the combinations
all of the parcels were property tax exempt.

Orthodox Christian Sisterhood of the Holy Unmercenaries is a women’s monastery (convent) OF THE
Orthodox Church. The Sisterhood consists of 12 nuns and novices. As recognized by MLD, Panagia
Theotokos Ecclesiastical Retreat and Orthodox Christian Sisterhood of the Holy Unmercenaries work
cooperatively, and the land owned by Panagia Theotokes Ecclesiastical Retreat plays a vital role in the
functioning of Orthodox Christian Sisterhood of the Holy Unmercenaries.

This parcel is the most beautiful section of all the property owned by these two organizations, and the
sisters daily take walks there for the purpose of prayer, contemplation and quiet time alone with God.
The beauty of nature and the nearness of the Tortolita Mountains helps to lift their mind and spirit for
the worship of God.

The applicable exemption statute is as follows:
A.R.S. 42-11109. Exemption for religious property; affidavit

A. Property or buildings that are used or held primarily for religious worship, including land,

improvements, furniture and equipment, are exempt from taxation if the property is not used or held for
profit.

This statute imposes two conditions for exemption: first, that “property or buildings,... including land”
must be “used or held primarily for religious worship,” and, second, that “the property is not used or
held for profit.” It should be noted that the statute refers to “property or buildings”, not to “property and
buildings.”

In determining whether the subject property fulfills these two conditions it will be useful first to
consider how the monastery’s activities and the life of the inhabitants (monks or nuns; in this case,

- nuns) differ from the activities of a traditional parish church and the lives of such a parish church’s
members. Quiet conteraplation and prayer is essential to the monastic life, as the word “monastic”
comes from the Greek word “monazein”, which means “to be alone.” Solitary prayer is an integral part
of the monastic life. The nuns here value the quiet, solitude, and serenity of our environment. They
have dedicated their lives to Christ with lifelong vows (celibacy, non-accumulation of wealth, and
obedience) and live a life of prayer and contemplation. To put the matter succinctly, for a traditional
parish church, the building is theflace of worship where the members gather at certain specific times for
worship services. In the monastery, our entire life is a life of prayer and worship of God, carried out
both in formal worship services held at set times in our church buildings and at all other times and
places through the practice of unceasing prayer. The entire grounds of the monastery Is considered
hallowed ground and a place of prayer, worship and communion with God. This cannot be limited only



to the buildingswhere we live and have formal worship services. Thus, the land in question fulfills the
first requirement for tax exemption, namely, that it is “property or buildings that are used or held
primarily for religious worship, including land”.

The second requirement — that the land not be held for profit — can be answered more simply. Our
property is being held vacant intentionally for religious purposes. There are no other uses for these
properties and there are no plans for construction, renting, leasing, or development of the land as this
would defeat the whole purpose of having yndeveloped land where one can go to be alone in
contemplation and prayer without any worldly trappings or distractions. This is not a situation where
the monastery owns the land for some financial gain.

1) COURT CASE: TUCSON BOTANICAL GARDENS, INC. VS. PIMA COUNTY

In this case, Pima County held that Tucson Botanical Gardens lost its right to claim exemption on the
gift shop and certain meeting areas because it used these spaces, on occasion, for non-exempt purposes.
The Court disagreed, stating that “as long as the taxpayer’s principal or primary use of its property is
for the designated exempt purpose, the taxpayer is entitled to the exemption notwithstanding its
occasional or incidental use of its property for other uses.

The Court held that, to be exempt from taxation, property does not need to be held exclusively for
exempt purposes, but only primarily. In our case the property is held exclusively for exempt religious

purposes.

2) COURT CASE: KUNES VS. MESA STAKE OF CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY
SAINTS

In Kunes vs. Mesa Stake of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, 17 Ariz. App 451, 498 P.2d
525 (1972), a church owned a farm, the proceeds of which went to the church.The Court held thgt this
farmland was not exempt from property taxation.

The Court held that “the true use of the property itself and not the use of the proceeds or income is
decisive as to whether an exemption is to be given.” In our case, the property is not income-producing;
it is held solely for religious purposes.

The Court went on further to say, “we think, therefore, that the ‘charitable institutions’ referred to in
section 3066 (predecessor to A.R.S. 42-271) above quoted are physical property or buildings, whose
principal use is for the relief of indigent or afflicted, when such property is not used or held for profit,
and not the institutions themselves, even though charitable in their nature, which may or may not hold
certain of their property as exempt” [quoting from Conrad v. County of Maricopa, 40 Ariz. 390. 12 P.2d
613 (1932)]. Again, the subject property is not held for profit but its exclusive use is for religious
contemplation and prayer.

3) COURT CASE: HILLMAN V. FLAGSTAFF COMMUNITY HOSPITAL

In Hillman v. Flagstaff Community Hospital, 123 Ariz. 127, 59S P.2d 105 (App. Div. 1, 1979), an
exempt hospital owned two vacant lots two blocks from the hospital and held the land for future




expansion and development. The Court held that the two lots constituted “land appurtenant” to the
hospital, and, therefore, qualified for charitable tax exemption. The Court suggests that whether or not
the property is “appurtenant” is not the issue — the central issue is whether the vacant property is held
for a use which is 1) not for profit and 2) not inconsistent with the use of the main exempt property.
That the hospital did not have specific plans for the property did not defeat the exemption.

In the present case, the land is used solely for religious purposes. Had we merely held the land for some
unspecified future expansion or use not inconsistent with our religious mission, then under Hillman the
land would be exempt from property tax. However, this case is stronger than that of the taxpayer in
Hillman because Orthodox Christian Sisterhood now uses and specifically plans to use the land for
religious purposes only.
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To Whom it May Concern:

My name is Sister Anastasia Theodoropoulos and | am a member of the Orthodox Christian Sisterhood
of the Holy Unmercenaries. | walk while praying for 90 minutes every day while | pray the Jesus Prayer
on my prayer rope. The Jesus Prayer is an Orthodox prayer that a Christian repeats. The words are
“Lord Jesus Christ have mercy on me.” | walk on the raw, vacant land of our property because it is not
populated and | never run into other people or sisters who could distract my prayer. In order for prayer
to be pure it has to be undistracted. That means avoiding contact with other people altogether.

| walk and pray in nature and it unites me with God. | am blessed that we have enough property that |
can actually walk in nature and pray for a full hour and a half without distraction. Untouched nature
also helps my prayer as it helps me to focus my mind on God. 1t is a tradition in the Orthodox Church to
walk in the forests and pray the Jesus Prayer. Lacking a forest, the Sonoran Desert serves the same
purpose for me and unites me with all of the Orthodox Christians in history who prayed in nature.

This prayer walk is part of a greater time that | devote to prayer on a daily basis. In the Orthodox church
monastics pray the Jesus Prayer often for hours at a time. Part of the prayer is said inside and for many
monastics the rest of the prayer rule is said outdoors in a place without any distractions. The fact that
our property does not have any walking paths or benches (where sisters can congregate and start
distracting conversations) is truly a blessing for the part of the prayer rule that I can say outdoors in
nature.

In closing, | would like to repeat that prayer in nature brings one closer to God and it is only helpful if
one can be completely alone in nature that is untouched by human beings and free of any human
contact.

Sincerely,

Sister Anastasia Theodoropoulos

STATEOF: Arizona  COUNTY OF: Pinal
SRy, arores & AvsEazorouLos This instrument was acknowledged before me this
N Pinal County ronay SQH‘ day Of ) ‘w“’“(‘"‘/\ ’ 20 27

Commission # 690852 by Siaten Avatasi o Theodneupook
My Commission Expires teh ‘)(ag
October 04, 2024 J—f_"i’ e

Notary Public (signature)
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My Life with Elder Foseph \ 411 ‘
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i had evidence that through his prayer, his pure life, and his

sumility, he was—humanly speaking—infallible in his expe- /¢S5 a1l ofs

=nce. I could see that he had tried all the ascetical struggles We (/“(() ool Pl
{ had experienced their dificulties and their fruits. He ha i
ziked along the path of asceticism thousands of times, and _ﬂw’(&/‘/ S o /0
s he knew what to expect every inch of the way. Therefore, , Do . —QJ A
- absolute trust in him was natural.
A oﬂ}_/)f  vate prasy s
DURING OUR VIGIL the foxes, jackals, and
- Delight nightingales kept us company with their
¢ Vigil howling and singing. How wonderful it
was to be out there with them in complete
irude in the wilderness! Free of cares I would pray with my
reaver-rope, do my prostrations, meditate on luminous contem-
‘ations. Then I could go back in my cell, light my kerosene
=p, and read a few chapters of St. Isaac’s Ascetical Homilies.
Throughout the day as we were working hard, I would look
ward to when night would fall so that I could do my vigil.
-z absolute stillness of the night was our favorite time. St.
ac the Syrian says that stillness, by itself, is sufficient to
nfort the soul. How much more so it comforts the soul when
ace also visits! Then the nous ascends straight up to heaven.

For those in the desert, life is blessed, in that they soar with -

wine love.”54 it J

I would gaze at the stars, and my nous would ascend. It

i

uld pass the first heaven, the second heaven, the third heaven,
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~d then reach the throne of God, where you bow down and
ir soul cries out, “Most sweet Jesus, my dear, sweet Jesus! Je-
2. my sweet love!” With this disposition of love, how can your Lvena
=oughts go down to base things, since you are entirely attracted ¢ y,10 1,00 ser
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o longer walked on the earth. My sense of smell was opened
ledd everything, my eyes were opened and my cars were
agnized things from far away. I distinguished the animals
irids. From the sound of the call 1 knew if it was a blackbird or
4 finch or a nightingale, a robin or a thrush. I recognized all
by their song. Atnight and at dawn I delighted in the chorus of
ales and blackbirds, all of them. ..

came another, a new, a different person. I turned everything I saw
iver. | referred it to myself. Why does the bird sing and glorify its
¢ 1 wanted to do the same. The same with the flowers: I recognized
flswers by their fragrances and I smelled them when I was half an
i away. | observed the grasses, the trees, the water, the rocks. I spoke
ith the rocks. The rocks had seen so much! I asked them and they told
f_?s all the secrets of Kavsokalyvia. And I was filled with emotion and
witrition. | saw everything with the grace of God. I saw, but I didn’t
speak, [ often went to the forest. I was greatly enthused by walking
“amidst the stones and the rushes, the thickets and the tall trees.

1 fell in love with the nightingale and it inspired me

ne morning I was walking alone in the virgin forest. Everything, fresh-
ened by the morning dew, was shining in the sunlight. I found myself in
gorge. I walked through it and sat on a rock. Cold water was running
- peacefully beside me and I was saying the prayer. Complete peace. Noth-
ing could be heard. After a while the silence was broken by a sweet, in-
toxicating voice singing and praising the Creator. I looked. I couldn’t
discern anything. Eventually, on a branch opposite me I saw a tiny bird.
It was a nightingale. I listened as the nightingale trilled unstintingly, its
throat puffed out to bursting in sustained song. The microscopic little
bird was stretching back its wings in order to find power to emit those
sweetest of tones, and puffing out its throat to produce that exquisite
voice. If only I had a cup of water to give it to drink and quench its thirst!
Tears came to my eyes — the same tears of grace that flowed so ef-
fortlessly and that I had acquired from Old Dimas. It was the second
time I had experienced them.
I cannot convey to you the things I felt, the things I experienced. I
have, however, revealed to you the mystery. And I thought, ‘Why does

31




this tiny nightingale produce these sounds? Why does it eill like that:
Why is it singing that exquisite song? Why, why, why... why is it buesi

ing its throat? Why, why, for what reason? Is it waiting for someone fo
praise ii? Certainly not. No one there will do that.’ So I philosophized 1o
myself. This sensitivity I acquired after the experience with Old Dinas
Previously I didn’t have it. What did that nightingale not tell me! A
how much did I say to it in silence: ‘Little nightingale, who told you that
I would pass by here? No one comes here. It’s such an out-of-the-way
place. How marvelously you unceasingly carry on your duty, your prayer
to God! How much you tell me, and how much you teach me, littl
nightingale! My God, how I am moved. With your warbling, dear
nightingale, you show me how to hymn God, you teach me a thousand
things, beyond number. ..’

My poor health does not allow me to narrate all this to you as I fecl
it. A whole book could be written about it. I loved that nightingale very
much. Iloved it and it inspired me. I thought, ‘Why it and not me? Why
does it hide from the world and not me? And the thought entered into
my mind that I must leave, I must lose myself, I must cease to exist. I said
to myself, 'Why? Did it have an audience? Did it know I was there and
could hear it? Who heard it as it was bursting its throat in song? Why did
it go to such a hidden location? But what about of all these little night-
ingales in the middle of the thick forest, in the ravines, night and day, at
sunset and sunrise? Who heard their throat-bursting song? Why did
they go to such secret places? Why did they puff out their throats to
bursting? The purpose was worship, to sing to their Creator, to worship
God. That’s how I explained it.

I regarded all of them as angels of God, little birds that glorified God
the Creator of all and no one heard them. Yes, believe me, they hid them-
selves so that no one would hear them. They weren’t interested in being
heard; but there in solitude, in peace, in the wilderness, in silence, they
longed to be heard, but by whom? None other than by the Maker of
everything, the Creator of all, by Him who gave them life and breath and
voice. You will ask, ‘Did they have consciousness? What am I to say? I
don’t know if they did it consciously or not. I don’t know. These, after
all, are birds. It may be, as Holy Scripture says, that today they live and
tomorrow exist no more. We mustn’t think differently from what Holy
Scripture says. God may present to us that all these were angels of God.
We don’t know about these things. At all events they hid themselves so
that no one would hear their doxology.

So it is also for the monks there on the Holy Mountain; their life is

32

known, Yoo live with your elder and you love him, Prostrations and
elic struggles are all part of daily life, but you don’t remember them,
ot does anyone ask about you,"Who is he? You live Christ; you belong
o Christ. You live with everything and you live God, in whom all things
five and move — in whom and through whom. ..you enter into the un-
eated Church and live there unknown. And although you devote
yoursclf in prayer to your fellow men, you remain unknown to all men,
ind perhaps they will never know you.

1 got it into my head to leave for the desert, alone with God alone

got it into my head to leave, to ask my elder for his blessing and a sack
of dry biscuit and to disappear to praise and glorify God unceasingly. But
I thought, ‘Where will I go? I still haven’t learned my handicraft proper-
ly! They still hadn’t taught me. Perhaps they were afraid I would leave.
That was a widespread fear on the Holy Mountain. They wouldn’t teach

- novices how to complete their handicraft so that they wouldn’t leave. Be-

cause for a monk to know a craft means freedom, since he then has a way
of buying his biscuit.

So this idea got into my head to leave for the desert, alone with God
alone. Selflessly. Without pride, without egotism, without vanity, without,
without, without. .. Do you believe it? That’s where my ideal of selfless-
ness came from. A number of ascetics who disappeared into the desert
achieved this purity, this perfection. They sought neither the world nor
anything at all... They dissolved in tears before God and prayed for the
Church. They all were concerned first for the world and the Church and
after that for themselves.

So, as I said, the aim of the nightingale became stuck in my head.
What is his aim in bursting his throat in song in the wilderness? Wor-
ship, praise and doxology directed to God the Creator. So why should I
not go into the wilderness to worship God in silence, lost to the world
and the society of men? Is there anything more perfect? All these ideas
I had derived from the nightingale. I dreamt up such plans! How I
would go into the wilderness, how I would live joyfully, how I would die!
I would eat wild herbs, I would do this and that! I would go as an un-
known ragged beggar to some monastery to ask for a rusk of bread and
I would eat it without saying who I am and where I stay. I made up a
whole scenario. It was my secret.

I returned to my cell filled with all these emotions and dreams. I
confessed them to the elder. The elder smiled. ‘Deception!” he said. ‘Get

33

Cf. Acts
17:28
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INTERNAL: REVENUE SERVICE . . DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
P. O. BOX 2508
CINCINNATI, OH- 45201

Employer Identification Number:

Date: JUL 1 12083 20-4601339

DLN:
17053143347032
PANAGIA THROTOKOS ECCLESIASTICAL Contact Person:
RETREAT . ) MR8. R. MEDLEY ID# 52402
C/0 GARY SPIRTOS Contact Telephone Number: '
34522 N SCOTTSDLE RD 220 (877) 829-5500

SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85266
: Accounting Period Ending:

December 31

Public Charity Status:
170 (b) (1) (A} {1)

Form 990 -Required:
No

Effective Date of Exemption:
December 14, 2007

Contribution Deductibility:
Yes :

Addendum Applies:
No ‘

Dear Applicant:

We are pleased to inform you that upon review of your application for tax
exempt status we have determined that you are exempt from Federal income tax

under section 501{c) {3) of the Intermal Revenue Code. Comntxibutions to you are

deductible under section 170 of the Code. You are also qualified to receive
tax deductible bequests, devises, transfers or gifts under section 2055, 2106.
or 2522 of the Code. Because this letter could help resolve any questions
regarding your exempt status, you should keep it in your permanent records.

Organizations exempt under section 501(c)(3) of the Code are further classified
as either public charities or private foundations. Weé determined that you are
a public charity under the Code section(s) listed in the heading of this
letter. . .

Please see enclosed Publication 4221-PC, Compliance Guide for 501(c) (3) Public

Charities, for some helpful information about your responsibilities as an
exempt organization. ' '

Letter 947 (DO/CG)




' PANAGIA THEOTOKOS ECCLESIASTICAL

We have sent a copy of this letter to your representat.we ag indicated in your
power of attorney. .

Sincerely,

Lol € Che

Kenneth Corbin
Acting Director, Exempt organizacions

Enclosure: Publication 4221-PC

Letter 947 (DO/CG)




PANAGIA THEQTOKOS ECCLESIASTICAL RETREAT TRUST
Dated 3/ /a‘/a‘) , 2000

The PANAGIA THEOTOKOS ECCLESIASTICAL RETREAT TRUST

. Fh :
AGREEMENT is made and entered into this z 0 day of A vy b 2009 between

GARY SPIRTOS as Settlor and GARY SPIRTOS as Trustee. GARY SPIRTOS and my
successor Trustees shall be referred to herein as “the Trustee”. |

Settlor and various other donors have transferred property to the Trustee. This
property has been donated to Settlor for the purpose of the éstab]ishment of a non-profit
religiéus organization to provideAhousing and care for Orthodox Christians in need. Settlor
and other donors may add additional property subsequent to the execution of this Tnfist. The
property and all investments and reinvestments thereof and additions thereto are herein
collectively referred to as the “Trust Fund” and shall be held upon the following trust

| I.  NameofTrust. The name of'this Trust shall be the PANAGIA THEOTOKOS

ECCLESIASTICAL RETREAT TRUST, and so far as practicable, the Trustee shall conduct
the activities of the Trust in that name, |

II.  Acceptance by Trustee. The Trustee accepts this Trust, and agrees to hold,
managé and administer the Trust Fund in accordance with the terms of this Agreement.

III. Purpose. The purposes of this Trust are to devote and apply the Trust Fund
and the income derived therefrom for the primary purpose of providing housing and care for
Orthodox Christians in need, in particular elderly women who are poor and are in need of

assistance and protection. The Trustee shall establish a place of worship on the property and
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shall provide for regular services in the worship of Orthodox Christian doctrine. If the
PANAGIA THEOTOKOS ECCLESIASTICAL RETREAT ceases to exist, then the purposes
of this Trust shall be to devote and apply the-Trust Fund and the income derived therefrom
exclusively for charitable, religious, scientific, literary, or educational purposes, either
directly or by contributions to organizations duly authorized to carry on charitable, religious,
scientific, literary, or educational activities; provided, however, that no part of the Trust Fund
shall inure to the benefit of any private shareholder or individaal, and no part of the direct
or indirect activities of this Trust shall consist of carrying on propaganda, or otherwise
attempting to influence legislation, or of participating in, or intervening in (including the

publication or distribution of statements), any political campaign on behalf of any candidate

for public office. Notwithstanding any other provision, this Trust shall not conduct any

activities not permitted by an organization exempt under §501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue

Code and its regulations as they now exist, or as they may be amended, or by an organization,

contributions to which are deductible under §170(c)(2) of such Code and regulations asthey -

now exist or as they may be amended. In this Trust Agreement and in any amendments to
it, the term "charitable purposes" shall be limited to and shall include only religious,
-charitable, scientific, literary, or educational purposes, or for the prevention of cruelty to
children.or animals, within the meaning of those terms as use in §501(c)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code, or in the corresponding section of any future federal tax code.

IV. Transfers of Property to the Trust. The Trustee may receive and accept

property, whether real, personal, or mixed, by way of gift, bequest, or devise, from any
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person, firm, trust, or corporation, to be held, administered, and disposed of in accordance
with and pursuant to the provisions of this Tfust Agreement; but no gift, bequest, or devise
of any sﬁch property shall be received and accepted if it is condifioned or limited in such
manner as to require the disposition of the income or its principal to any person or
organization other than a "charitable organization" or for other than "charitable purposes",
within the meaning of sach terms as defined in Articles IIT and V of this Trust Agreement,
or as shall, in the opinion of the Trustee, jeopardize the federal income tax exemption of this
Trust pursuant to §501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, orin the corrésponding section
of any fixture federal tax code.

V. Distribution of Income and Principal for Charitable Purposes. The Trustee
shall apply such amounts of income or principal from the Trust Fund, at such times, in such
manner, and in such amounts as the Trustee may determine, or as may be required by
restricted donations, to the uses and purposes set forth in paragraph III, or they may make
contributions to other charitable organizations to be used within the United States or any of
its possessions. The Trustee may also make payments or distributions of all or any part of
the income or principal to states, territories, or possessions of the United States, any political
subdivision of any of the foregoing, or to the United States or the District of Columbia, but
only for charitable purposes within the meaning of that term as defined in Article IIL. Income
or principal derived from contributions by corporations shall be disiributed by the Trustee
for use solely within the United States or its possessions. For this purpose, the term

. "charitable organizations" shall mean a corporation, trust, or community chest, fund, or
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foundation, created or organized in the United States or any possession, or under the laws of
the United States, any state, the District of Columbia, or any possession of the United States,
organized and operated exclusively for religious, éharitable, scientific, literary, or educational
purposes, or for the prevention of cruelty to children or animals, no part of the net earnings
of which inures to the benefit of any private shareholder or individual, and no substantial part
of the activities of which is carrying on propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence
legislation, and which does not participate in, or intervene in (inchuding the puiolishing or
distributing of statements), any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public
office or in opposition to any candidate for a political office. It is intended that the
organization described in this Article V shall be entitled to exemption from federal income
tax under §501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or in the comesponding section of any
future federal tax code. Any other provisions of this Trust Agreement notwithstanding, the
Trustee shall distribute the trust income for each taxable year at such time and in such
manner as not to become subject to the tax on undistributed income tmposed by § 4942 of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, or corresponding provisions of any subsequent federal
tax laws.

VI. Trustee - Number and Succession. Upon the death, resignation, or
incompetency of the inttial Trustee, ALEX TRIGONIS shall serve as Successor Trustee, or
if he is unable or unwilling to serve, GEORGE GIANNARiS shall serve as Successor
Trustee. If GEORGE GIANNARIS is unable or unwilling to serve as Successor Trustee,

CHARLAMBOS GIANNARIS shall serve as Successor Trustee, or if he is unable or
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unwilling to serve, CHRYSOSTOMOS GIANNARIS shall serve as Successor Trustee. If
CHRYSOSTOMOS GIANNARIS is unable or imwilling_to serve, RUSSELL KOCH shall
" serve as Successor Trustee, or if he is unable or unwilling to serve, then JOHNNY N.
HELENBOLT shall appoint a Successor Trustee who has strong convictions to the purpose
of the Trust. IfJOHNNY N. HELENBOLT is unable to do so, then the last serving Trustee
shall appoint a Successor Trustee.

Every new Trustee shall have all the powers, authority, and discretion by this
instrument cox‘lfermd upon the present Trustee as fully and effectively as though he or it were
named by this instrument as an original Trustee.

VII. Trustee Compensation. The Trustee shall not receive compensation for the
services rendered to this Trust. The Trustee shall have power and authority to incur any
expense or to do any 'act or acts which they may consider necessary and proper to the
effective administration of this Trust. The expenses of the Trustee and expenses of adminis-
tration of this Trust shall first be paid each year, or provision made therefor, out of the
income of the Trust before any distribution is made for any one year. No Trustee shail be
required to furnish any bond or security. In no event shall any compensation'ever be paid to
any person after he has made a transfer of property to this Trust as a contribution.

VIII. Formation of Successor Corporation. The Trustee may, if the Trustee desires
so to do, form and organize a corporation for the purposes provided for the Trust by this
Agreement, such corporation to be organized under the laws of the United States, as may be

determined by the Trustee; such corporation when organized tohave power to administer and
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control the affairs and property of the Trust, and to carry out the purposes of this Trust. Such
corporation, if organized, shall benamed the PANAGIA THEOTOKOS ECCLESIASTiCAL
RETREAT CORPORATION. Upon the creation and organization of such corporation, the
Trustee is authorized to convey to such corporation all the property and assets to which the
Trust may be or become entitled. Itis the purpose of this provision that such corporation, if
incorporated and organized as by this paragraph provided, shall take the place of the Trustee
of this Trust as if named in the first instance. Such corporation, if formed, shall have the
same powers and authority as are vested in the Trustee by this Agreement, subject to the
same limitations and restrictions. The Trustee of this Trust shall be the incorporator of such
corporation, together with such other persons as may be chosen for the purpose, and the
Trustee shall constitute and act as the first Board of Directors of such corporation, together
with such other persons as the Trustee may select. The application for charter, the provisions
thereof, the organization, the bylaws, rules and reg\ﬂaﬁons, and other provisions for the
management of such corporation and its affairs and property, shall be such as the Trustee
named in this Agreement, or those persons then 'acﬁng as such, or a majority of them shall
determine, provided, however, that such corporation shall be organized and operated so as
to qualify for exemption under §501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and its Regulations
as they may then exist or as they may be amended.

IX. Termination of Trust This Trustshall be irrevocable, but may be terminated
at any time by the Trustee. Upon the termination of the Trust, the Trustec shall, after paying

or making provisions for payment of all the liabilities of the Trust, shall dispose of all the
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assets of the Trust exclusively in such manner, or to such organization or organizations
organized and operated exclusively for charitable, education, religious, or scientific purposes
as shall-at the time qualify as an exempt organization or organizations under §501(c)(35 of
the Code, as the Trustee shall determine. Any such assets not so disposed of shall be
disposed of by the Superior Court of the county in which the principal office of the Trust is
then located, exclusively for charitable purposes orto sucﬁ organization(s), as said court shall
determine, which are organized and operated exclusively for such purposes.

X. Trustee Administrative Powers. In the administration of this Trust and of the
Trust Fund, the Trustee shall have all powers and authority necessary or available to carry
out the purposes of this Trust and, without limiting the generality of the foregoing, shall have
the following powers and authority, all subject, however, to the condition that no power or
authority shall be exercised by the Trustee in any manner or for any purpose which may not
be exercised by an organization which is tax exempt or by an organization to which donations
are deductible from taxable income to the extent allowed by the provisions of the Internal
Revenue Code and other applicable legislation and regulations as they now exist or may
hereafter be amended:

A Additions to Trust. To receive the income, profits, rents, and proceeds
of the Trust Fund.

B. Investment. To purchase, subscribe for, retain, invest, and reinvest in
securities or other property wherever situated, and whether or not productive or of a wasting
nature, and without any requirement for diversification as to kind or amount. The words
"securities or other property" as used in this Agreement shall be deemed to include real or
personal property, corporate shares, common or prefeired, or any other interest in any
corporation, association, investment trust, or investment company, bonds, notes, debentures,
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or other evidences of indebtedness or ownership, secured or unsecured, even though the same
may not be legal investments for a Trustee under the applicable laws; but securities and other
property shall not be deemed to include shares or indebtedness of the Settlor unless they are
dongted to this Trust.

C. Powerto Sell. To sell for cash or on credit, convert, redeem, exchange
. for other securities or other property, or otherwise dispose of any securities or other property
at any time held by them. ' :

D. Power to Deal with Real Property. To alter, repair, improve, erect
buildings upon, demolish, manage, partition, mortgage, lease, exchange, grant options to
lease or to buy, and sell or dispose of real property, at public or private sale, and upon such
conditions and such terms as to cash and credit as they may deem advisable.

E. Claims against Trust. To pay all administration expenses of this Trustand
any taxes imposed upon it, and to settle, compromise, or submit to arbitration any claims,
mortgages, debts, or damages, due or owing to or from this Trust, to commence or defend
suits or legal proceedings, and to represent this Trust in all suits or legal proceedings.

F. Securities Powers. To exercise any conversion privilege or subscription
right available in connection with any securities or other property; to consent to the
reorganization, consolidation, merger, or readjustment of the finances of any corporation,
company, or association or to the sale, mortgage, pledge, or lease of the property of any
corporation, company, or association any of the securities of which may at any time be held
by them and to do any act, including the exercise of options, the making of agreements or
subscriptions, and the payment of expenses, assessments, or subscriptions which may be
deemed necessary or advisable, and to bold and retain any securities or other property which
they may so acquire.

G. - Vote Securities. To vote personally, or by general or limited proxy, any
shares of stock, and similarly to exercise personally, or by general or by limited power of
attorney, any right appurtenant to any securities or other property.

H. Borowing. To borrow money in such amounts and upon such terms and
conditions as shall be deemed advisable or proper to carry out the purpose of this Trust and
to pledge any securities or other property for the repayment of any such loan.

I Uninvested Assets. To hold part or all of the Trust Fund uninvested.

J. Employ Advisors. To employ suitable accountants, agents, counsel, and
custodians, and fo pay their reasonable expenses and compensation.
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K. Nominee Power. To register any securities held by them in their own
name, or, to the extent permitted by law, in the name of a nominee with or without the
addition of words indicating that such securities are held in a fiduciary capacity, and to hold
any securities unregistered or in bearer form.

L. Execute Any Instrument. To make, executs, and deliver all instruments
. necessary or proper for the accomplishment of the purpose of this Trust or of any of the
foregoing powers, including deeds, bills of sale, transfers, leases, mortgages, security
agreements, assignments, conveyances, contracts, purchase agreements, waivers, releases,
and settlements.

In addition, the Trustee shall have and exercise, subject to the lixﬁitaﬁons
provided, all the rights and powers incident to the ownership of all the properties, real and
personal, held by them from time to time belonging to this Trust, as though Trustee was the
owner of such properties.

Any other provisions of this instrurnent notwithstanding, the Trustee shall
distribute its income for each tax year at such time and in such manner so that it will not
become subject to the tax on undistributed income imposed by §4942 of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986, or corresponding provisions of any later federal tax laws. Any other
provisions of this instrument notwithstanding, the Trustee shall not engage in any act of
self-dealing as defined in §4941(d) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, or corresponding
provisions of any later federal tax laws; nor retain any excess business holdings as defined
in §4943(c) qf the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, or corresponding provisions of any later
federal tax laws; nor make any investments in a manner that would incur tax liability under
§4944 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, or corresponding provisions of any later federal

tax laws; nor make any taxable expenditures as defined in §4945(d) of the Internal Revenue
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Code of 1986, br corresponding provisions of any later federal tax laws.

Notwithstanding the above, no principal or income shall be loaned, directly
or indirectly, to any Trustee or to anyone else, corporate or otherwise, who has at any time
made a contribution to this Trust, nor to anyone except on the basis of an adequate interest

charge and with adequate security.

XI. Administrative Provisions.
A. Action by Trustee. The Trustee shall act by a vote of a majority of their

number at any given time. Any instrument required to be executed by this Trust shall be
valid if executed in the name of this Trust by such a majority of the Trustees. All actions of
the Trustees shall be taken, either by resolution at a meeting, or by written record without a
meeting. The Trustees shall appoint, from among themselves, a Secretary who shall keep a
record of all actions of the Trustees. A copy of any resolution or action taken by the
Trustees, certified by any one of the Trustees, may be relied upon by any person dealing with
this Trust. No person shall be required to see to the application of any money, securities, or
other property paid or delivered to the Trustees, or to inquire into any action, decision, or
authority of the Trustees.

B. Liability of Trustee. No Trustee shall be answerable for any loss in
investmaents that were made in good faith. No Trustee shall be liable for the ac1;s or
omissions of any other Trustee, or of any accountant, agent, counsel, or custodian selected
with reasonable care. Ea;:h Trustee shall be fully protected in acting upon any instrument,

certificate, or paper, believed by him to be genuine and to be signed or presented by the
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proper person or persons, and no Trustee shall be under any duty to make any investigation
or inquiry as to any statement contained in any such writing, but may accept the same as
conclusive evidence of the truth and accuracy of the statement.

C. Modification. This Agreementmay be amended or modified from time
to time by the Trustee whenever necessary or advisable for the more convenient or efficient
administration of this Trust or to enable the Trustee to carry out the purpose of this Trust
‘more effectively, but no such amendment or modification shall alter the intcnﬁon of the
Settlor that this Trust be operated exclusively for religious, charitable, scientific, literary, or
educational purposes, or for the-prevention of cruelty to children or animals, within the
United States or any of its possessions, and in a mamner which shall make this Trust tax
exempt and the donations to it deductible from taxable income to the extent allowed by the
provisions of the Internal Revenue Code and other applicable legislation and regulations as
they now exist or as they may be amended. No amendment shall authorize the Trustee to
conduct the affairs of this Trust in any manner or for any purpose contrary to the provisions
of § 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or in the corresponding section of any future
federal tax code. An amendment of the provisions of this paragraph XI C shall be valid only
if and to the extent that such amendment further restricts the Trustee’s amending power.
Every amendment or modification of this Agreement shall be signed by the Trustee.

D. Construction; Intent of Settlor. It is the intention of the Settlor that any
giftmade by Settlor to this Trust shall qualify for an income tax ghatitablc deduction and that

any devise made by Settlor to this Trust shall qualify for an estate tax charitable deduction.
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Accordingly, the provisions of this Trust Agreement shall be so construed as to carry out the
intention of Settlor. Trustee is granted the power to amend the provisions herein for the sole
purpose of complying with the requirements 'of the Internal Revenue Code and regulations
issued thercunder in order to enable any gift by Settlor to this Trust to qualify for an income
tax charitable deduction and any devise by Settlor to this Trust to qualify for an estate tax

charitable deduction.

E. Goveming Law. This Agreement is exccuted and delivered in the State

of Arizona, the situs shall be in that state, and it shall be governed by the laws of that state.
F. Counterparts. This Agreement may be executed in counterparts and each
counterpart shall be considered an original.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this Agreement has been executed by the Settlor and

by the Trustee.
SETTLOR: TRUSTEE:
GARY $PIRTOS GARY SPIRTOS

Spirtos, Gary\Charitable Trust - Panagia
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