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PLANNING REPORT 
Staff supports the requested 1,800 square foot increase in grading on Lot 3 because there is 
excess grading allowance for the subdivision from that originally assigned for this portion of the 
Sabino Springs Specific Plan.  A past as-built grading study (attached) performed by an 
engineering firm and accepted by the Development Services Department, demonstrated that 
environmentally friendly methods employed during construction of the subdivision infrastructure 
reduced originally estimated grading disturbance by 78,312 square feet (1.8 acres).  The excess 
grading allowance, if distributed among what was described in the report as “…the remaining 44 
lots in Sabino Estates…”, allows a grading increase of approximately 1,800 square feet per lot.  
However, due to the administrative control note, it was determined that the proportional 
distribution of the excess grading would be allowed based upon the Board of Supervisors’ 
approval of the modification of the administrative control note on a per-lot basis.  To date, requests 
for fifteen lots have been approved by the Board for the 1,800 square foot grading increase.  The 
lot numbers are 1, 4, 6, 9, 11, 12, 17, 25, 29, 34, 35, 42, 43, 44, and 45 (Board Minutes attached).         
 
The 15.97-acre grading limit (Restrictive Note #10) within the 80.03-acre subject plat derives from 
the Sabino Springs Specific Plan which was conditioned upon a maximum grading limit of 55% 
(now 56% through a past approved amendment) of its 428.35 acres.  The various developments 
within the Specific Plan have been assigned portions of the grading allowance.  After accounting 
for disturbance for infrastructure (roads, common driveways, drainage structures), each lot within 
the subject plat area was allotted 9,200 square feet for grading disturbance.         
 
As noted, the actual grading planned for the subject lot is less than 11,000 square feet at 10,973 
square feet.  Restrictive Note #19 allows grading to accommodate the ingress/egress for Lot 3 
and has been incorporated into the total for the overall roadway grading.  To date, there has been 
no grading on Lot 3 except for the ingress/egress easement.  Subject Lot 3 has many saguaro 
cacti (a protected species), and is also located within the Buffer Overlay Zone, being near the 
Coronado National Forest.  Review for compliance with the Hillside Development Overlay Zone 
standards, the Native Plant Preservation Ordinance including preservation and potential 
mitigation of saguaros, Flood Control requirements, and Buffer Overlay Zone (BOZO) standards 
has not been conducted for this request. 
 
Preservation of the site is furthered by the Restrictive Note #20(D) requiring the remaining 
undisturbed areas outside of the development envelope to be dedicated as a conservation 
easement.     
 
The subject lot is located outside of the Conservation Lands System (CLS).  However, the Specific 
Plan was approved with conservation elements; and General Administrative Note #11 for this 
platted subarea of the Specific Plan indicates that 80.04 percent of Sabino Estates will remain 
undisturbed.  The potential for disturbance of 11,000 square feet of the 0.68-acre subject lot 
constitutes approximately 37.1 percent of the lot, leaving 62.9 percent as natural.         
 
The owners should note that a property owner within the subdivision may privately enforce plat 
notes, even if the Board of Supervisors grants a modification. 
 
Public notice is being sent to all property owners within the subdivision and within 300 feet of the 
boundaries of the subdivision.  No written public comment has been received as of the writing of 
this report.   
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TD/DS 
Attachments 
 
 
 
cc:   William & Terrie Kieckhefer Revocable Trust, 5222 N. Sterling Heights Place, Tucson, AZ  
       85749 
       Chris Evans, Architect, 3220 E. Terra Alta Boulevard #9, Tucson, AZ  85716 
       Tom Drzazgowski, Chief Zoning Inspector 
    Co12-93-11 File 
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PROJECT INFORMATION

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: New Single-Family Residence

OWNERS: Bill and Terrie Kieckhefer

ADDRESS: 9650 n. Sabino Estates Dr.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Sabino Estates Lot 3

ZONING: SP

CODE: 2018 IRC

SETBACKS: F S R
30' 10' 40' Pima County

AREA: lot area:           29643 s.f.
living area: 2950 s.f.
garage, equip.:   723 s.f.
exterior covered patios: 1036 s.f.

LOCATION MAP
nts

GRADING INFORMATION

maximum grading allowed per plat note:  9,200 s.f.

estimated max grading: 10,973 s.f.

requested max grading, per plat note waiver: 11,000 s.f.
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Planned Development Community (PDC)  
 
Objective: To designate existing approved specific plans. Specific plans comprise a unique 
zoning regimen within a planned community. Specific plan documents include detailed 
information on the intent for the community as a whole, as well as the individual planning 
and zoning districts within the specific plan area. Applications for amendments to individual 
specific plans shall be done in accordance with Section 18.90 (Specific Plans) of the Pima 
County Zoning Code.  
 
Exception: State Trust land in the proposed Sahuarita East Conceptual Plan is designated a 
PDC under Special Area Policy S-36 in Chapter 9.  
 
 



E SABINO GREENS DR
N SPRING VIEW DR

N C
AN

YO
N R

ISE
 PL

N 
HO

UG
HT

ON
 R

D

N 
SA

BI
NO

 H
ILL

S D
R

PDC

RS

RS

RS

LIU-1.2 LIU-0.3

Case #:   CO12-93-11
                                    Case Name: SABINO ESTATES AT SABINO SPRINGS                                           

Map Scale:  1:10,000 Map Date:  7/15/2020 - ds

0 720 1,440360 Feet

Tax Code(s): 114-07-1790

Notes:

PIMA COUNTY DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT
 PLANNING DIVISION

-

CORONADO NATIONAL FOREST

Plat Note Modification (Lot 3)

E SABINO ESTATES DR

Subject
Property

Case Ref #: P20SA00004

Comprehensive Plan Exhibit 
(Catalina Foothills Planning Area)



 



As-Built Grading Study 























BOS Minutes 
Plat Note Modifications Approvals 





















J. CHRIS EVANS  ARCHITECT
3220 E. Terra Alta #9 Tucson, Arizona 85716

520.319.8835  evansarch@hotmail.com

24 May 2020 

To:  Pima County Development Services 
 201 n. Stone Ave., 1st Floor 
 Tucson, AZ 85701 

Re:  Request for Plat Note Modification 
 9650 e. Sabino Estates Dr. 
 Lot 3, Sabino Estates; Assessor Parcel #114-07-1790 
 Owners: Bill and Terrie Kieckhefer 

To Whom it May Concern, 

On behalf of the owners of Lot 3 in Sabino Estates, we are requesting a Plat Note 
Modification to increase the maximum allowable area of grading on the property from 
9,200 s.f. to 11,000 s.f., in order to accommodate the construction of a 3000 s.f. 
residence. 

This request is consistent with 15 other houses in the subdivision that have also 
requested and received this area increase. 

Please find attached a letter of authorization from the owners, and a site plan showing 
the proposed house and estimated grading limits. Here is our contact information: 

Applicant: Chris Evans, Architect 
  3220 e. Terra Alta Blvd. #9 
  Tucson, AZ 85716 
  520.319.8835  evansarch@hotmail.com 

Owners: Bill and Terrie Kieckhefer 
  5222 n. Sterling Heights Pl. 
  Tucson, Arizona 85749 
  414.840.5180  bkieckhefer@comcast.net  

Please let me know if you need any additional information. Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 

Chris Evans

mailto:evansarch@hotmail.com
mailto:bkieckhefer@comcast.net



	Co12-93-11 Summary
	Co12-93-11  staff  report attachments
	revised Kieckhefer site-grading increase.pdf
	Sheets and Views
	site plan (county application) (2)






