
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AGENDA ITEM REPORT 

Requested Board Meeting Date: 7/25/2023 

•= Mandatory, information must be provided 

Click or tap the boxes to enter text. If not applicable, indicate "N/ A". 

*Title: 

Approval of a Riparian Habitat Mitigation Plan Located at 5465 West Sunset Road, Located within Important Riparian Area Habitat 

*Introduction/Background: 

Chapter 16.30 of the Pima County Floodplain Management Ordinance No. 2010-FC5 (Ordinance) requires mitigation for disturbance 

of Regulated Riparian Habitat exceeding 1/3 of an acre. A riparian habitat mitigation plan (RHMP) approved by the Flood Control 

District Board of Directors (Board) is required for disturbance of Hydroriparian habitat exceeding 1/3 of an acre and that exceeds 5 

percent of the habitat on the property. The adopted Regulated Riparian Habitat Mitigation Standards and Implementation 

Guidelines (Guidelines) govern the type, amount, and location of required mitigation. 

*Discussion: 

The owner, Barbara Dewitt, is applying for a floodplain use permit to construct a pool on the property located at 5465 West Sunset 

Road Lane. The property is mapped within Regulated Riparian Habitat classified as Important Riparian Area with an Underlying 

Classification Xeroriparian C Habitat. Upon review of the floodplain use permit, staff determined the proposed pool construction in 

addition to the construction footprint for the residence exceeds a 1/3 acre, therefore requires mitigation. 

*Conclusion: 

All onsite mitigation planting will occur per the RHMP, which shows the type, number, and planting location of the vegetation that 

will compensate for riparian disturbance. The mitigation areas are located within existing RRH and within disturbed areas on the 

property that have the space to support new plantings. Any future development will require submittal of a separate mitigation plan. 

*Recommendation: 

The RHMP conforms to the Ordinance and the Guidelines, and, as such, the District recommends approval. 

*Fiscal Impact: 

n/a 

*Board of Supervisor District: 

r s 

Department: Regional Flood Control Distirct 

Contact: Patricia Gilbert 

Telephone: 520-724-4600 

Telephone: 520-724-4606 

- --
Department mrector s;gnature , ?z~ 
Deputy County Adm;n;strator s;gnature, ~ ±= 
County Administrator Signature: ________ (_,,__~~cc-=i~'------------

7/14/2021 

Date: ~lu \t-:J 
Date: 4>/zsl~P!J 
Date: cejZ~5 



FLOOD CONTROL 

TO: Flood Control District Board of Directors 
Director 

MEMORANDUM 

DATE: June 19, 2023 

FROM: Eric Shepp, P.E. 

SUBJECT: Approval of a Riparian Habitat Mitigation Plan Located at 5465 West Sunset Road, 
Located within Important Riparian Area Habitat (District 3) 

Background 

Chapter 16.30 of the Pima County Floodplain Management Ordinance No. 2010-FC5 (Ordinance) 
requires mitigation for disturbance of Regulated Riparian Habitat exceeding 1/3 of an acre. A riparian 
habitat mitigation plan {RHMP) approved by the Flood Control District Board of Directors (Board) is 
required for disturbance of Hydroriparian habitat exceeding 1/3 of an acre and that exceeds 5 percent of 
the habitat on the property. The adopted Regulated Riparian Habitat Mitigation Standards and 
Implementation Guidelines (Guidelines) govern the type, amount, and location of required mitigation . 

Report 

The owner, Barbara Dewitt, is applying for a floodplain use permit to construct a pool on the property 
located at 5465 West Sunset Road Lane (Exhibit A) . The property is mapped within Regulated Riparian 
Habitat (RRH) classified as Important Riparian Area with an Underlying Classification Xeroriparian C 
Habitat (Exhibit B). Upon review of the floodplain use permit, staff determined the proposed pool 
construction in addition to the construction footprint for the residence exceeds a 1/3 acre, therefore 
requires mitigation. 

Mrs. Dewitt has chosen to mitigate onsite and hired Karen Cesare, with Novak Environmental, Inc. to 
prepare a RHMP (Exhibit C). All onsite mitigation planting will occur per the RHMP, which shows the 
type, number, and planting location of the vegetation that will compensate for riparian disturbance. 
The mitigation areas are located within existing RRH and within disturbed areas on the property that 
have the space to support new plantings. Any future development will require submittal of a separate 
mitigation plan. 

Recommendation 

The RHMP conforms to the Ordinance and the Guidelines, and, as such, the District recommends 
approval. 

Exhibit A- Project Location 
Exhibit B - Project Site - Riparian Classification Map 
Exhibit C - Riparian Habitat Mitigation Plan 
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1. METHOOCX..OGY: THIS NATIVE Pl.AN T PRESERVA TION Pl.AN UTILIZES THE JOX SETASIDE METHOOCX..OGY. 
THE PROPERTY IS 3.3-4 ACRES. 
2 J2 ACRES (101180.80 SOUARE F"EE T) WILL BE SET ASIOE, 70" Of THE SITE. 
ALL SAGUAROS WILL BE PRESERVED IN PLACE. ANO NO DESERT IRONWOODS OR PIMA. PINEAPPLES WERE 
FOUND ON SI TE. NO MITIGA TION IS REQUIRED FOR NATIVE PLANT ORDINANCE COMPLIANCE. 
2. GRADING: All SALVA.CE WORK SHALL BE DONE PRIOR TO c.RAOING A.ND CLEARING Of THAT POR TION 
( AND CONSTRUCTION PHASE) Of THE SITE. 
J. TRANSPLAN TING AND WATERJ,IG : A LICENSED CON TRACTOR SHALL PERFORM ALL SALVAGE ANO 
TRANSPLANTING. TRANSPLANTING WILL BE PERFORMED BY HANO DIGGING. 
-4 , IN..URED PLAN TS: ANY PLAN TS Tl-iAT 00 NOT SUR...,VE THE PROJECT CONSTRUCTION PROCESS SHALL 
BE REPLACED ON A ONE - TO-ONE OASIS (SAt.lE SIZE ANO SPECIES). 
5. FLA.CONG ANO TACQNG. ALL VIABLE PROTECTED NA TIV( PLANTS ARE TAGGED 'NITH FLAGGING 
BEARING THE INVEN TORY NUMOER. TAGGING MUST ALSO RlMA1N IN PLACE FOR THE OURATION OF 
CONSTRUCTION. FLAGGING ANO TAGGING 'NILL BE MAIN TAINED IN PLACE UN TIL FINAL INSPECTION 
6. WONITORINC; THE DEVELOPER 'MLL PRO...,OE ON-SI TE MONITORING TO BE PERFORMED PER Gl.ilOEUNES 
SET FORTH BY PIMA COUNTY THE ASSIGNED MONITOR FOR THIS PRO.l:CT IS: KAREN CESARE. RLA. 
NOVAK ENI/IRONMENTAL. INC, 520- 206- 0591 . 
7. ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT: THE PRESERVATION PLAN SHAU ALSO OE IN CON!'"ORMANCE WITH THE 
FEDERAL ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT ANO ARIZONA NATIVE Pt.ANT LAW THERE ARE NO FEDERAL 
ENDANGERED PLAN T SPECIES OR STATE OF ARIZONA SAFEGUAROED PLAN TS PRESEN T Yo1THIN THE 
PROJEC T LIMITS 
8. FENCJNG: EXISTING Pl.AN TS TO BE PRESERIJ[Q IN PLACE ANO AREAS OESICNA TED TO REMAIN 
UNDISTURBED SHALL BE FENCED PRIOR TO CONSTRUCTION. THE AREA TO BE FENCED SHALL BE BEYOND 
THE DRIP-LINE OF THE VEGETATION ANO GENERALLY AS DESIGNA TED ON THE PROJECT PLANS. FOR 
SAGUAROS ANO CACTI, THE AREA TO BE FENCED SHALL BE EQUAL TO THE DISTANCE OF ONE -HALF 
(1/2) THE HEtGHT OF THE Pt.AN T. THE PRESERVATION OF A SUBSTANTIAL PORTION OF Tl1( ROOT 
SYSTEM FOR EITHER UNOISTUROEO NATUl~Al DESERT AREAS Of PROTECTED NA TIIJ[ PLAN TS OR 
INDt...,OIJAL PRO TECTED NATI\!( PLANTS PRES£RVEO-IN-PLACE 'MLL IMPROvt: THE SURVIVAL RATE ANO 
HE AL TH Of THESE PLAN TS AS 'M:LL AS PRES(RIJ[ PORTION Of THEIR ASSOCIA TEO PLAN T CC>'AMUNI TY 
NO PLANTS SHALL BE SALVAGED FROM Yo1THIN FENCED AREAS. THE FENCING SHALL BE A HIGHLY . 
\-1SIBLE FENCE '111TH HIGH VISIBILITY ORANCE CCX.OREO PLASTIC NE TTING MINIMUM -4' HIGH WITH STEEL T 
FENCEPOSTS AT A 10• MINIMUM SPACING. PRO TECTIVE FENCING SHALL OE REMOVED AFTER PROJECT IS 
COMPLETELY FINISHED. 

REGULATED RIPARIAN HABITAT NOTES 
1. METHODOLOGY: THIS R1PARIAN HAOITA T MITIGATION Pl.AN SERIJ[S TO 
AOORESS THE PRIOR DtSTURBANCE Of REGULATED RIPARIAN HABITAT, AS "M:LL 
AS Tl-IE PROPOSED DISTURBANCE TO THE RRH IN ORDER TO ADO A POOL IN TO 
THE BACKYARD. THE PRIOR DISTURBANCE WAS CALO.JLATEO USING HISTORIC 
AERIAL PHOTOS FROM PIMA MAPS ANO COMPARING TO Tl-IE CURREN T STA TE 
OF THE PROPERTY. 
2. REGULATED RIPARIAN HABITAT THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF REGULA TED 
RIPARIAN HABITA T ONSITE INClUOES 1126-42.-42 Sf OR 2.59 ACRES Of 
IMPORTANT RIPARIAN HABITAT Yo1TH UNOERL'l'lNG CLASSIFICATION Of 
XEROR1PARIAN C, ANO 1660.9-4 Sf OR 0.0-4 ACRES Of IMPORTANT RIPARIAN 
HABITAT WITH NO UNDERLYING ClASSIFlCA TION. 
3. IMPACTS: Tl-IE IRA Yt1LL BE LEFT UNDISTURBED. THE IRA XERORIPARIAN C 
HAS 15588 99 SF OR 0 .35 ACRES OF PRIOR IMPACT 
-4 . MITIGATION: Tl-I ( 1"4PACTS WtLL BE l.'ITIGATEO ONSITE. Yo1TH PLAN TINGS ANO 
SEEDING TO ENHANCE THE EXISTING RIPARIAN HAlllTAT 
5. IRRIGATION: THE MITIGATION AREA v.TLL BE HANO WATERED BY THE 
PROPERTY O'NNER. 
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SETASIDE AND RIPARIAN CALCULATIONS 
PROPERTY AREA 
JOX REQUIRED SETASIOE AREA 
PROVIDED SE TASIOE AREA (70%) 

DISTURBED IRA XERORIPAR1AN C 
REQUIRED RRH l.'ITICATION 

3.3-4 ACRES 
1 00 ACR[S 
2.32 ACRES 

035 ACRES 
23 TREES &: 36 SHRUBS 

• THE REOUtRED NUI.I BER OF I.IITIGA TION PLANTS FOR 
XERORIPARIAN C IS -45 TREES ANO 70 SHRUBS PER ACRE. AN 
ADOHION AL MUL TIPUER OF 1.5 IS REQUIRED FOR THE IRA 
DESIGNA TION. 

' ALL SACUAROS Yo1LL 0£ ?RESERIJ[O IN Pt.ACE, ANO NO DESERT 
IRONWOOOS OR PIMA PINEAPPLES WE.RE FOUND ON SI TE NO 
I.IITIGATION IS REQUIRED FOR NATIVE Pt.AN T ORDINANCE 
COUPUANCE. 


