






























418 North Toole Avenue 
Tucson, Arizona  85701 
520.622.9565 
 

   

November 17, 2014 
 
Mark Holden, Senior Planner, 
Pima County Development Services Department 
Planning Division 
201 N. Stone Ave 
Tucson, Arizona 85701 
 
RE: Zoning Code Amendment | Stormwater Harvesting 
 
Dear Mark: 
I appreciate the opportunity to present our support for the proposed code amendment to address stormwater 
harvesting in the Pima County Zoning Code. The amendments to the code are a welcome addition to the zoning 
code. The proposed stormwater harvesting requirements are balanced by reasonable incentives. As a consultant 
actively involved with the entitlement and design process in Pima County, we encourage the integration of water 
harvesting and stormwater harvesting features into projects. The proposed stormwater harvesting tools are widely 
accepted within the industry and ultimately reduce the overall irrigation demand. The incentives will encourage the 
implementation of the stormwater harvesting options to enhance projects in Pima County.  
 
We request the Board of Supervisor's support of the proposed amendment for stormwater harvesting. Our team is 
supportive of the amendment and the associated design incentives. 
 
Thanks for your time and consideration. Please contact me with any questions or if you need additional information at 
520.622.9565 or sweaks@norris-design.com. 
 
Respectfully, 
Norris Design 
 
 
 
 
Stacey Weaks, PLA, LEED AP 
 
 
 



re: Pima County draft Zoning Code amendment for stormwater harvesting 
 
James MacAdam James.MacAdam@tucsonaz.gov 
Sent: Mon 09/29/2014 2:52 PM 
 
Mark, 
Thank you for soliciting input on this.  I applaud your efforts to integrate and incentivize the use of 
stormwater harvesting in Pima County.  Just a few comments.  I have cc'ed Evan Canfield at RFCD because 
some of my comments address detention/retention requirements. 
  
18.73.030.C. Stormwater Harvesting Option - bufferyards.   
18.73.050.C. Stormwater Harvesting Option - Amenity landscaping requirement  
Comments to both of these items:  
Given that one of the primary purposes of stormwater harvesting in our region is the passive irrigation of 
vegetation, it seems counterproductive to incentivize its use through reduction in tree planting and 
landscaping requirements.  If you are considering other incentives, a powerful one is to allow an increase 
in buildable area.  This can be achieved indirectly by allowing the stormwater harvesting features to be 
counted towards detention/retention requirements.  Perhaps this is something that is being addressed 
separately? 
  
18.75.040.B.3.b.  Landscaping planters - a requirement for depressed planting areas is only useful if 1) the 
site is graded to drain stormwater into the planters, and 2) curb openings or flush curbs are used to allow 
stormwater to enter in the right place.  While this is common sense to you and me, I see examples all over 
town of these two principles being ignored and "water harvesting" areas that do not collect runoff or 
worse, actually drain it.  These requirements need to be made clear in the code. 
 
18.75.040.F. Stormwater Harvesting Option - Again, need grading to be designed to drain into 
planters.  Also, consider counting stormwater harvesting towards detention/retention 
requirements.  Another incentive could be a reduction in parking requirements? 
  
I hope these comments are helpful.  I'm happy to discuss further if needed.  I wish you good luck in this 
process!   
  
Warm regards, 
James  
 
 
  
 
James MacAdam, LEED-AP 
  
Policy and Planning Specialist 
Office of Integrated Planning 
City of Tucson 
520.837.4068 
 

mailto:James.MacAdam@tucsonaz.gov
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Source: Watershed Management Group 

Stormwater harvesting for parking lot / sidewalk landscaping (before / after) 
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Stormwater harvesting for parking lot / sidewalk landscaping (before / after) 
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Rather than raised beds (L), parking lot landscape planters designed to harvest stormwater (R) 
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Stormwater harvesting bufferyard on Craycroft Road 
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Stormwater harvesting bufferyard on Craycroft Road 
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Stormwater harvesting in parking lot landscaping 
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