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residential and zoned either GR-1 or RH, and there are not any non-residential uses (churches, schools, 
fire stations, etc.) within the search ring. 

For this proposed communication tower, Vertical Bridge engaged Clear Blue Services to help identify the 
best available location within the T-Mobile search ring. After discussions with the owners of other larger 
parcels in the area, Vertical Bridge reached an agreement with Mr. and Mrs. Wolverton concerning the 
potential placement of the proposed communication tower on their Property, which consists of two parcels 
totaling more than 9 acres. 

The Pima County Hearing Administrator and Pima County Panning & Zoning Commission both 
recommended approval of the CUP for the 110 foot tower. 

Significantly, between the time of the submission of the CUP and February 7, 2023, when the Board had 
initially scheduled the CUP for public hearing, Gary Cassel, of Clear Blue Services, unexpectedly passed 
away. Mr. Cassel had been solely responsible for much of the due diligence underlying Vertical Bridge’s 
CUP application. Accessing notes and due diligence files concerning this CUP application were complicated 
by Mr. Cassel’s passing. Thus, Vertical Bridge needed to verify again some of the due diligence before 
responding to the requests for information that Supervisor Bronson made at the February 7, 2023 Board 
meeting. 

Tower Height. 

Subsequent to the February 7, 2023 Board meeting, and, given the concerns of community members, 
Vertical Bridge worked diligently with T-Mobile and its engineers to determine whether the height of the 
communication tower could be reduced and still address T-Mobile’s gap in coverage. Ultimately, T-Mobile 
agreed to reduce the tower height to 65 feet. Attached as Exhibit 3 is a revised site plan for the 65 foot 
communication tower. 

A 41% reduction in height is significant and represents T-Mobile’s best effort to address the community’s 
concerns. Lowering the tower any further, however, is not viable given T-Mobile’s network needs. 

Non-Residential Locations. 

Vertical Bridge representatives took a fresh look at all available parcels within the T-Mobile search ring in 
order to determine whether there was a better location for this proposed communication tower. The search 
began with any non-residential uses in the area. As an initial matter, all of the property within the search 
ring is zoned GR-1 or RH-1; there are not any industrial or commercial parcels. Similarly, there are not any 
non-residential uses within the search ring. While there is a gas station just outside the search ring at 
11200 S. Sierrita Mountain Road, that parcel is only 1.4 acres and there is not enough space for a 
communication tower where the setback requirements in the County’s Code could be met. 

Vertical Bridge did investigate co-locating T-Mobile cellular antennas on the power poles along W. Scotland 
Street or the east side of Sierrita Mountain Road. Those power poles are wooden and, at no more than 45 
feet tall, are not of a sufficient height to meet T-Mobile’s coverage needs. Further, placement of cellular 
antennas on power poles creates operational challenges given power companies restrict access to the poles 
for the installation and maintenance of the cellular equipment. 
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Some community residents have asked whether the communication tower could be placed on the state 
trust land to the east or west of the Property. The state trust land is not within the T-Mobile search ring 
and will not meet T-Mobile’s network needs. T-Mobile is seeking to provide coverage to those living in and 
traveling through this portion of Pima County. Thus, the communication tower needs to be placed near the 
homes and streets where the individuals using the network are located – not on an uninhabited portion of 
state trust land.  Further, the state offers only short-term leases.   

As summarized in Exhibit 4, attached to this letter, all other parcels of 3 acres or more within the search 
ring were reviewed and found to unavailable or unsuitable/less suitable for a variety of reasons, including, 
but not limited to, washes running through the parcels or the number of homes surrounding the parcels. 

The proposed site is 9.44 acres and consists of two parcels owned by Mr. and Mrs. Wolverton located at 
the northwest corner of Sierrita Mountain Road and W. Scotland Street. Directly to the east is 4,217 acres 
of state trust land. Power poles run along the north side of Scotland Street, and the proposed 
communication tower would be placed as close as possible to Scotland Street and those power poles so as 
to not create any new visual obstructions for neighbors. Attached as Exhibit 5 is a picture depicting the 
proposed communication tower on the site. 

Community Outreach. 

While we understand that Mr. Cassel did attempt to reach out to community members, Vertical Bridge was 
unable to access a complete copy of Mr. Cassel’s notes on those efforts after his passing. Thus, Vertical 
Bridge has attempted to conduct additional and further community outreach before the April 18, 2023 
Board of Supervisors meeting on this CUP application. 

Once discussions with T-Mobile were advanced enough for Vertical Bridge to know that a reduction in tower 
height was possible, Vertical Bridge sent notices to all residents within 1,000 feet of the proposed site for 
a community meeting, and Vertical Bridge held a virtual community meeting on March 31, 2023. Four 
individuals from the community (two households) attended the meeting. Those individuals were Philip and 
Caron Lutz and James and Shannon Griffin. Mr. and Mrs. Griffin and Mr. and Mrs. Lutz shared their 
concerns, which were in line with the issues they raised in their written communications to the Board of 
Supervisors. 

Notably, Mrs. Lutz advised Vertical Bridge that mail was not delivered directly to the homes in the 
community and that many community members only went to the post office to retrieve their mail bi-monthly 
or monthly. Thus, it was clear that mailing another notice of community meeting would be ineffective. Both 
before and after the community meeting, however, Vertical Bridge representatives have spoken to other 
community residents directly to provide information and heard out concerns. While each community 
member has his or her own views, the individuals have raised about: health effect the radio frequencies 
from the proposed tower; that the tower will diminish property values; and that the tower will be an eye 
sore. 

The proposed communication tower meets all federal regulations with respect to radio frequencies as 
indicated in the CUP application. While none of the community residents have provided any particular data 
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on this communication tower negatively impacting their property values, there have been national studies 
that establish that proximity to a wireless communication tower does not negatively affect property values.1 

Vertical Bridge heard the community’s concerns about the visual impact of the initially proposed 110 foot 
communication tower. Vertical Bridge worked with T-Mobile engineers to find a solution, and the height of 
the proposed tower has been reduced to 65 feet. Vertical Bridge understands that some community 
members will be unsatisfied with even this 41% reduction. For example, Mr. Griffin indicated at the 
March 31, 2023 community meeting that “you can put it [the tower] at 2 feet; I don’t want it in my 
neighborhood.” Nonetheless, Vertical Bridge has done its best to compromise and reduce the height of the 
communication tower while still meeting T-Mobile’s network needs. 

We look forward to discussing this CUP application further at the April 18, 2023 Board of Supervisors 
meeting. If, however, any additional information is needed prior to the public hearing, please contact me. 

Regards, 

Jacob A. Maskovich 
 
Enclosures 
 

 

cc: Thomas Drzazgowski (Thomas.Drzazgowski@pima.gov) 
 Anita McNamara (Anita.McNamara@pima.gov) 
 Christine Tucker (christinetucker@clearblueservices.com) 

                                                
1 See How Does the Proximity to a Cell Tower Impact Home Values. Valbridge Property Advisors, 
Sept. 2018; https://www.valbridge.com/how-does-the-proximity-to-a-cell-tower-impact-home-values. 
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LTE PCC outdoor – Mid Band Existing LTE coverage without PH68187A
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US-AZ-7053     RAINDANCE 

Parcel Search 

All parcels within this search ring are zoned GR-1 or RH. I was not able to find any commercial or 
industrial parcels.  

**11990 S. Sierrita Mountain Rd; PIN 301-74-1450; the Primary Candidate is located on the NWC of W 
Scotland St and S Sierrita Mountain Rd. Even though it is just outside the search area, it was selected for 
several reasons. It is a larger parcel, 9.55 acres made of 2 parcels. It is located on an intersec on. It is 
located directly across the street from 4.217 acres of state land, so we felt this loca on wouldn’t block 
any views from the East. We believe this to be the least obtrusive loca on within the ring. 

14380 W Raindance Rd; Parcel for Sale-2.92 Acres, $192K,  301-74-0260, However parcel is in the 
Hillside Development Overlay Zone, as all parcels in this area are. This parcel is surrounded by homes.  

14265 W Vikings St. Tamara and Danny Adams, PIN 30174017D, GR-1 Zoning; 10.105 Acres;     

11330/11340 S Sierrita Mountain Rd; 14.39 Acres; GR-1 Zoning; FUENTES HUMBERTO & HORTENICA 
JT/RS; PIN 301740190;  Loca on not chosen due to many homes surrounding this parcel, and mul ple 
washes running through this parcel.     

11450 S Sierrita Mountain Rd, 2.42 Acres; PIN 301-74-022C; GR-1 Zoning; DURAZO NIDIA G LOPEZ;   

14701 W RAINDANCE RD; 19.28 Acres; PIN 301-74-0870; SPROUL ANDREW KEITH & STELLA D CP/RS; 
Zoned RH. Large parcel but surrounded by homes. 

14811 W Raindance Rd, PIN 301-74-0770; 9.82 Acres; Zoned RH (Rural Homestead); GORDON JANINE & 
GORDON HELAYNE JT/RS; near center of ring but Surrounded by homes. 

14850 W Scotland St, 19.63 acres near center of ring, RH Zoning; but owned by 4 separate Trusts, 25% 
each.  Surrounded by homes.              

11200 S Sierrita Mountain Rd, Gas Sta on, PIN 301-74-017B; Parcel is non-residen al use, however 
poten al liability for contaminated soil AND parcel size is only 1.40 Acres, with a gas sta on and gas 
pumps, so no room for tower with setbacks.  Outside of search ring. 

14506 W Viking St, 301-79-020, Larry & Mildred Caswell, 9.70 Acres; homes located on all adjacent 
parcels surrounding this parcel. Wash running through SE quarter of parcel, south of driveway.  Loca on 
wasn't chosen due to many homes surrounding this parcel.                                                  

14400 W Viking St; 301-79-026A; Antonio de la Cruz; surrounded by homes. 

11395 S Annemarie Dr, 301-74-0630, Robert Statom; 9.70 Acres; loca on was not chosen due to many 
homes surrounding this parcel.   

11450 S Cherokee Ln, 301-74-0620; Richard Beutel; 9.70 Acres; loca on was not chosen due to many 
homes surrounding this parcel. 

14730 W Raindance Rd, 301-74-0600; Irene Wenrick; 9.66 Acres; loca on not chosen due to many 
homes surrounding this parcel and a wash running through it. 



 

 

301-74-1330; This parcel is larger, 9.55 acres, however it does not have an address assigned to it as it 
appears to be landlocked and would require an easement through the adjacent parcel for u li es and 
access. John and Barbara Farrell. 

The rest of the parcels within the Search Ring are less than 3 acres, so they were not considered to be 
viable based on recommenda ons from staff. 
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