
Board of Supervisors Memorandum 

November 18, 2014 

Allocation Request for the Microbusiness Advancement Center's 
Grant Application for Economic Development in Ajo 

Background 

In 2013, the nonprofit Microbusiness Advancement Center (MAC) applied for a competitive 
Rural Business Enterprise Grant (RBEG) from the US Department of Agriculture (USDA) to 
provide technical assistance to businesses in Ajo. A $25,000 match for the grant, to be 
funded by the Board Contingency fund, was approved by the Board of Supervisors on August 
6, 2013. Subsequently, the USDA suspended the RBEG program twice due to federal 
sequestration and other issues, and the allocation from the Board contingency was not 
disbursed. 

MAC was advised last month by USDA that funding for the Ajo program was again available. 
MAC has a signed contract for the RBEG program and will partner with the International 
Sonoran Desert Alliance (ISDA) to directly assist in this effort to create jobs and retain 
businesses in the community. Both organizations have a strong track record of successfully 
implementing economic development projects in Ajo. MAC and ISDA are already collaborating 
on aspects of the grant that would assist specifically identified businesses in the community. 

Matching funds are required for MAC to utilize the $25,000 USDA grant. Staff is again 
requesting $25,000 from the Contingency Fund to serve as a local share funding match. If 
the Board approves and the grant application is successful, $50,000 in direct economic 
development and business assistance would be made available for the business community in 
the Ajo region. 

Recommendation 

I recommend the Board of Supervisors approve an allocation from the Contingency Fund in 
the amount of $25,000 for the Microbusiness Advancement Center's Rural Business 
Enterprise Grant from the US Department of Agriculture for use in Pima County. 

Respectfully submitted, . 

C.H. Huckelberry 
County Administrator 

CHH/mjk- November 5, 2014 

Attachments 

c: Hank Atha, Deputy County Administrator for Community and Economic Development 



RESOLUTION NO. 2013----=69,__ __ _ 

RESOLUTION OF THE PIMA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVING AND 
AUTHORIZING AN EXPENDITURE NOT TO EXCEED $25,000.00 TO MATCH A USDA 
RURAL BUSINESS ENTERPRISE GRANT FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN AJO, 
ARIZONA SUBJECT TO APPROVAL OF THE GRANT APPLICATION SUBMITTED BY 
THE MICROBUSINESS ADVANCEMENT CENTER TO THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF 
AGRICULTURE 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) intends to allocate funds from the Rural 
Enterprise Grant Program (RBEG) as part ofthe departmenfs FY 2013 funding cycle; and 

WHEREAS, Ajo, Arizona is a rural Pima County census-designated community which is 
experiencing an unemployment rate exceeding the State of Arizona's average unemployment rate, is 
challenged by a poverty rate of close to 23 percent and is in need of business development and jobs; 
and 

WHEREAS, The Micro business Advancement Center (MAC) is a non-profit business support 
organization located within Pima County that has experience in business development, job training, 
job creation, rural economic development and USDA grant funding; and 

WHEREAS, Pima County and MAC have each recognized the need for job creation, job retention 
and economic development resources in Ajo; and 

WHERAS, Pima County has worked with MAC as partners on economic development issues and 
projects in the past; 

WHERAS, the Pima County Board of Supervisors finds that economic development is critical the 
welfare of county residents and supports job creation, job retention and economic development in 
Pima County: and 

WHEREAS, MAC has submitted a grant application requesting a $50,000.00 RBEG grant that 
requires a partner match in funding; and a match from Pima County would leverage dollars for 
economic development in Ajo at a 2:1 ratio ifthe grant application is approved. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors of Pima County that 
contingent upon MAC's 2013 RBEG application being approved by the USDA, the Pima County 
Board of Supervisors authorizes the expenditure of a match grant of $25,000.00 in order to provide 
economic development services in Ajo, Arizona. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED ON ___,_A=ug.,.u..,.s=t.....,6,___ ____ , 2013. 

ATTEST: 

. Friar, Deputy County Attorney 



 
 
 

The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) Cooperative Agreement is partially funded by the SBA. SBA's funding is 
not an endorsement of any products, opinions or services. All SBA funded programs are extended to the public on a nondiscriminatory 

 basis. Reasonable arrangements for persons with disabilities will be made if requested two weeks in advance. Contact MAC at 520.620.1241.  
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September 29, 2014 

 
Patrick Cavanaugh 
Project Coordinator, Economic Development & Tourism 
Pima County Government 
130 West Congress, 8th Floor 
Tucson, AZ  85701-1317 
 
RE: USDA Grant Award 
 
Dear Patrick: 
 
As you may recall, in August of 2013, MAC submitted an application for a $25,000 grant from 
the USDA Rural Business Enterprise Grant program (RBEG).  Our application was 
supplemented by a letter of support from Pima County Administrator C. H. Huckelberry, dated 
August 6, 2013.  Shortly thereafter, the Pima County Board of Supervisors approved a resolution 
in which they agreed to match the USDA RBEG with a contribution to MAC of $25,000. 
 
MAC’s RBEG application is based on providing, in cooperation with the International Sonoran 
Desert Alliance, its hallmark 10 week Business Planning Course together with the associated 
technical assistance and individual counseling services to nascent entrepreneurs and existing 
small business owners and managers in Ajo, AZ. 
 
In September 2013, MAC was informed by the USDA that funding for its RBEG program was 
temporarily suspended.  I am pleased to report that funding for the program is now available and 
last week we were informed that our RBEG application has been approved. 
 
I am respectfully asking that Pima County renew its commitment to contribute $25,000 to MAC 
to help fund this important and valuable new economic development program in Ajo.  The 
requested matching grant is essential for funding fully the USDA RBEG program we proposed 
for Ajo. 
 
Thank you for your continued interest in and support of MAC. 
 
       Sincerely, 

       Bill 
       Bill Leedy 
       Executive Director 
 
 




































