




To: The Honorable Chair and Members 
Pima County Board of Supervisors 

Re: Promise Zone Resolution 

MEMORANDUM 

Date: November 18, 2014 

From: C.H. Huckelberryfj~ 
County Adminis~~ 

Promise Zones are a new federal community revitalization initiative. They are comparable to a previous 
initiative called Empowerment Zones, authorization for which has expired and not been renewed. These 
initiatives identify specific, high-poverty geographic areas that need revitalization, and then concentrate 
both federal and local resources on revitalizing that area for a period of ten years. Pima!Tucson/South 
Tucson had a designated Empowerment Zone, which was the only one in Arizona. Projects in the EZ 
were eligible for priority points in certain Federal grant competitions, and businesses in the Zone were 
eligible for federal tax incentives for hiring that other Arizona communities could not offer. A map of the 
proposed new Promise Zone is attached. 

In January 2014 the White House designated Promise Zones in five communities. In September it 
initiated a second application process for additional rural, metro and tribal designations. This is a very 
quick turnaround process with the application deadline on November 21, 2014. Staff from several 
departments has been working the Cities of Tucson and South Tucson on a joint metro-area application 
with the City of Tucson serving as the lead applicant. The areas included in the Promise Zone must be 
contiguous and have an overall poverty rate of 33% or more and a population between 10,000 and 
200,000. 

Participating federal agencies include Housing and Urban Development, Small Business Administration, 
the Departments of Justice, Labor, Health and Human Services, Agriculture, Commerce and Education, 
and Corporation for National and Community Service. Primary benefits at this point are: access to federal 
program staff in 10 different agencies; 5 full-time AmeriCorps VISTA volunteers; bonus points in certain 
competitive grant applications; bonus points toward Low Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) 
Applications; increased cooperation by and among units of local government, nonprofits, for-profits and 
philanthropic groups and any others interested in, supportive of and working toward Pima County 
revitalization efforts. No tax incentives or specific grant dollars are assigned at this time, but may be 
legislated later. 

A letter of support and a Resolution are required from Pima County to demonstrate Board authorization to 
participate in the applicant consortium and commitment to the Promise Zone effort. 

Attachment: Promise Zone Map 

c: Hank Atha, Deputy County Administrator for Community and Economic Development 
Jan Lesher, Deputy County Administrator for Medical and Health Services 
John Bernal, Deputy County Administrator for Public Works 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2014 -    
 

PIMA COUNTY RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE CITY OF TUCSON’S  
APPLICATION FOR A FEDERAL PROMISE ZONE DESIGNATION 

AND COMMITTING COUNTY’S EFFORTS  
TO FURTHER THE PURPOSES OF THE DESIGNATION 

 
The Board of Supervisors of Pima County, Arizona finds: 
 

1. The United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (“HUD”) and United 
States Department of Agriculture (“USDA”) launched the second round of the Promise Zone 
competition on September 9, 2014. 
 

2. The City of Tucson is the lead applicant for the Promise Zone designation for the contiguous 
geographic area roughly bordered by Ruthrauff Road on the north, Sahuarita Road on the 
south, Wilmot Road on the East and almost to Interstate 19 on the West (“the Promise 
Zone”). 
 

3. Pima County supports the Promise Zone designation for this area. 
 

4. The population of the Promise Zone is under 200,000 and meets the qualifying criteria with: 
a. An overall poverty rate above 33 percent; 
b. High unemployment; and 
c. Long-term vacancy rates. 

 
5. Neighborhood revitalization activities in the Promise Zone, for which federal grants may be 

available, must focus on: 
a. Job creation and job training; 
b. Increased economic activity; 
c. Improved educational opportunities and support services; and 
d. Reduction of violent crime. 

 
6. The benefits of a Promise Zone designation are: 

a. Preferential reviews of grant applications; 
b. Technical assistance from many different agencies; 
c. VISTA volunteers in the community;  
d. Extra points in certain grant competitions; and 
e. Increased leverage from private, public and philanthropic partners. 

 
7. Once designated, the Promise Zone will require a ten year commitment from Pima County 

and the City of Tucson to further the revitalization of the designated area. 



8. No federal funds are guaranteed with a Promise Zone Designation. 

9. The use of Pima County resources, to the extent possible, in order to implement 
neighborhood revitalization efforts for the benefit of economically and socially 
disadvantaged persons and communities in the Promise Zone is in the interests of the 
citizens of Pima County. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Pima County supports the application seeking a 
Promise Zone Designation for the contiguous geographic area roughly bordered by Ruthrauff Road 
on the north, Sahuarita Road on the south, Wilmot Road on the East and almost to Interstate 19 on 
the West. 

Passed and adopted, this ___ day of---------' 20_. 

Chair, Pima County Board of Supervisor 

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

Clerk of the Board 
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