
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AGENDA ITEM REPORT 

Requ ested Board Meeting Date: 5/7/2024 

•= M andatory, informat ion must be provided 

*Title : 

Heat Aware ness Week 

* Introduct ion/Background: 

Click or tap t he boxes t o enter text . If not appli cab le, in dicate " N/ A". 

Extreme heat poses signi ficant th 1·eats in Southern Arizona, d isproportionately affecting vu lnerable populations 

such as sen ims, chi ld ren, people of color, and those with health conditions. Pima County is projected to 

experience increasing days of high temperatures, leading to a rise in heat-related injuries and deaths. 

* Discussi on: 

Nationally, M ay is recogn ized as Heat Seaso n Aware ness Week, aimed at increasing awareness of ext reme heat risks and 

providing inform at ion on prevent ive meas ures aga inst heat -related illness and deat h. Extreme heat waves, pa rt icularl y 

during summer, pose a signif icant t hreat in Arizona and across the nat ion, being a leading cause of weathe r-re lat ed 

fata lities. Ext reme heat disproportionat ely affects vu lnerable popu lat ions, including sen iors, chil dren, people of col or, 

individ uals experiencing homelessness, and those wit h underlying hea lth condi t ions, who are more susceptib le to hea t ­

re lated health iss ues. Pima Co unty is forecasted to experience 160 days with temperatures at or above 90°F by 2035. In 

2023, extreme heat in Pi ma Co unty resulted in numerous heat- related injuries and 176 heat-re lated deat hs, lead ing to 

heightened healthcare syste m util iza ti on, including increased emergency departm ent v isits and emergency rned ica l 

services act ivat ions. Furthermore, mou nt ing ev idence suggests that extreme heat ca n heighten the risk of adve rse bi rt h 

outco mes, such as pret errn birt h, low birt h weight, fetal death, and infant morta lity. 

* Concl us ion : 

Ext reme heat in Pima County is a se rious publ ic hea lth concern affect ing vu lnerable res idents fo r over fi ve months 

yearly, increasing t he ri sks of heat- related illnesses and emergencies, exace rbating chron ic cond itions, an d posing 

da ngers fo r preterm births and infant mortal it ies . Pima County is dedicated to proactive ly reducing heat-re lated illnesses 

and st rengt he ning co mmunity res il ience thro ugh targeted intervent ions, stakeho lder engagement, and col laborat ion. 

* Recomm endation: 

Pima County shoul d proc laim the second week of May (May 6 -10, 2024) as "H EAT AWARENESS WEEK," urg ing all 

cit izens to partic ipate in pub lic aware ness events and campa igns to raise awareness of heat risks and learn about 
ava ilable heat emerge ncy resources. 

* Fiscal Impact: 

None 

* Board of Supervisor District : 

1 1 r 3 

Department: Hea lth 

Cont act: Dr. Terry Cu llen 

7/1 4/2021 

fvi A ll 

Te lephone : 

Te lephone: 724-7770 



Deputy County Administ rator Signature : 

County Adm inistrator Signature: 

May 7, 2024 - Board of Supervisors Meeting 
Title: Heat Awareness Week 

7/14/2021 

• 



RESOLUTION 2024 -

PIMA COUNTY RESOLUTION FOR THE ADOPTION OF 'HEAT AWARENESS WEEK' 

WHEREAS, the second week of May has been designated as Heat Awareness Week to raise 
awareness of the risk of extreme heat, and to provide information about preparedness actions to 

take to prevent heat-related illness and death; and 

WHEREAS, extreme heat waves during the summer months pose one of the biggest weather­
related threats to life in the State of Arizona and is the leading weather-related killer nationally, and 

WHEREAS, extreme heat disproportionately affects our most vulnerable populations, including 
seniors, children, people of color, individuals experiencing homelessness, low-income individuals, 
and those with heart disease, diabetes, respiratory illness, and other health conditions which are 

particularly susceptible to heat; and 

WHEREAS, Pima County is projected to experience 160 days of temperatures at or above 90°F by 
2035; 

WHEREAS, in 2023 extreme heat caused thousands of heat related injuries and 176 heat-related 
deaths in Pima County leading to increased healthcare system utilization, including rises in 

emergency department visits and emergency medical services activations; and 

WHEREAS, there is increasing evidence that extreme heat can elevate the risk of preterm birth, low 
birth weight, fetal death, and infant mortality; 

WHEREAS, Pima County will develop and enact other policy recommendations, to include the 
potential development and consideration of ordinances, or procedural modifications to assure 

heat protections for worker safety; and 

WHEREAS, Pima County Office of Climate and Environmental Justice and County departments, 
will work to incorporate Heat Resilience and Response into its comprehensive Climate Action 
Plans, as directed by the Pima County Administrator and the Climate Action Executive Team. 

Additionally, work with area-jurisdiction and community partners to create and deploy a 
comprehensive heat response in alignment with state initiatives and increase public awareness on 

the dangers of extreme heat. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED , that Pima County Board of Supervisors hereby proclaims 
the second week of May to be: 



"HEAT AWARENESS WEEK" 

And during this event all citizens are urged to join in all County and partner agency-directed public 
awareness events and campaigns to bring awareness to heat risks and learn about heat emergency 
resources available to the community. 

The board encourages all County residents to take appropriate preparation and response 
measures to protect themselves against heat-related illnesses. Residents should learn to 
recognize the signs of heat illness, know where to get reliable information, and identify cool places 
in their community, such as libraries or shopping malls, where they can seek respite from the heat. 
It's important to drink plenty of fluids to stay hydrated, never leave people or pets in a closed car, 
and regularly check on family members, older adults, and neighbors. Remember: Stay cool, stay 
hydrated, and stay informed . 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors, Pima County, Arizona, th is ____ day of 

___________ ,2024 

Chair, Pima County Board of Supervisors 

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM : 

f)~ #t.;;~ 6 
Clerk of the Board Deputy County Attorney 




