
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

Requested Board Meeting Date: December 17th 2013 

ITEM SUMMARY, JUSTIFICATION &for SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS: 

The property owner, Mr. Wade Bunting, requested a modification of the approved riparian 
habitat mitigation plan in order to reduce permanently disturbed area and increase the 
mitigation area for improvements located at 4001 N. Soldier Trail. The property lies adjacent 
to the Agua Caliente Wash and is impacted by a FEMA Special Flood Hazard Area Zone AE 
floodplain and Floodway. Construction of horse facilities has impacted greater than 1 /3 acre 
Regulated Riparian Habitat (RRH) . Because this development will impact Important Riparian 
Area with underlying Class H habitat, the applicant is subject to compliance with Chapter 16.30 
of the Pima County Floodplain and Erosion Hazard Management Ordinance No. 201 O-FC5 
(Ordinance). Because more than five percent of the regulated riparian habitat mapped on the 
site will be disturbed , the mitigation proposal requires Flood Control District Board of Directors 
(Board) review and approval. 

In order to comply with the Ordinance, the applicant is submitting a revised onsite riparian 
habitat mitigation plan . The previous plan , approved by the Board, allowed for more riparian 
habitat disturbance and required an in-lieu fee. The mitigation proposal must be approved prior 
to issuance of a Floodplain Use Permit which specifies floodplain requirements for the horse 
facilities. 

CONTRACT NUMBER (If applicable): NIA 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION(S): 

Conceptually, the onsite mitigation plan presented conforms to the Ordinance and, as such , 
can be approved . 
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CLERK OF BOARD USE ONLY: BOS MTG. ------

ITEM NO. ------

PIMA COUNTY COST: 0.0 and/or REVENUE TO PIMA COUNTY:$ ------
FUNDING SOURCE(S): ___ .:._::NJ,-'-''A ______ _ 

(i.e. General Fund, State Grant Fund, Federal Fund, Stadium 0 . Fund, etc.) 

Advertised Public Hearing: 

D YES EJNO 
Board of Supervisors District: 

20 sD A11D 

IMPACT: 

IF APPROVED: 

Per the plan , habitat mitigation will occur onsite within the specifically designated areas 
and will be performed in compliance with Board approved mitigation standards. By 
performing onsite mitigation, the development will be in compliance with the Ordinance. 

IF DENIED: 

The applicant will not be able to continue with developing the property as currently 
planned and an alternative mitigation proposal will be required . 

DEPARTMENT NAME: ___ R~eg ...... 1~·o_na~l_F_lo~o~d_C~on~t_ro~/_D_is""""t __ ric~t 

CONTACT PERSON: Eric Shepp/Patricia Gilbert TELEPHONE NO.: 4-461014606 

DIRECTOR'S SIGNATURE: s· SLdJh---
- ~ields, P.E. 
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Pima County Regional 

FLOOD CONTROL 
DISTRICT 

el~ 
MEMORANDUM 

Director's Office 
Regional Flood Control District 

DATE: 

TO: Flood Control District Board of Directors FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Background 

Approval of a Riparian Habitat Mitigation Proposal for 4001 N. Soldier Trail, 
Located within Important Riparian Area with Underlying Class H Habitat 
(District 4) 

Chapter 16.30 of the Pima County Floodplain and Erosion Hazard Management Ordinance No. 20 I 0-FCS 
(Ordinance) requires mitigation for disturbance of Regulated Riparian Habitat (RRH) exceeding 1/3 of an acre. A 
riparian habitat mitigation plan (RHMP) approved by the Flood Control District Board of Directors (Board) is 
required for disturbance of Important Riparian Areas (IRA) exceeding 1/3 of an acre that also exceeds five 
percent of the mapped IRA on the subject parcel. The adopted Mitigation Standards and Implementation 
Guidelines govern the type, amount, and location of required mitigation. 

Report 

The owner, Mr. Wade Bunting is requesting a revision to his riparian habitat mitigation plan based on a reduction 
in the size of the proposed horse facilities on property located at 400 I N. Soldier Trail (Exhibit A). The facilities 
included an enclosed barn, covered hay storage, covered stalls, and corrals. The property lies within the Agua 
Caliente Wash and is impacted by a FEMA Special Flood Hazard Area, Zone AE floodplain and floodway. A 
portion of the property is mapped Important Riparian Area with underlying Class H (IRA/H) habitat (Exhibit B). 

The owner hired Alleva Design Studio to prepare the original mitigation proposal. The District assisted Mr. 
Bunting in revising the original mitigation proposal. The revised mitigation proposal has expanded Mitigation 
Area 4 and the in-lieu fee has been eliminated due to the reduction in size of the permanent disturbance associated 
with the corral area. 

The owner will restore 1.95 acres of riparian habitat onsite. All onsite mitigation planting will occur per the 
RHMP (Exhibit C), which shows the type, number, and planting location of vegetation to partially compensate for 
land disturbance. Mr. Bunting has preserved and planted native trees including, Fremont cottonwood, Arizona 
Ash, netleafhackberry, desert willow, black walnut, velvet mesquite, blue palo verde, and catclaw acacia within 
the mitigation areas. These trees have been credited toward the total mitigation requirement and are reflected on 
the RHMP. The mitigation areas are located within disturbed riparian habitat, in the I 00-year floodplain of the 
Agua Caliente Wash. 

Any future development will require submittal of a separate mitigation proposal. 

All species will be chosen from the approved plant list contained in the Mitigation Standards and Implementation 
Guidelines. 



Flood Control District Board of Directors 
Approval of a Riparian Habitat Mitigation Proposal for4001 N. Soldier Trail, Located within 
Important Riparian Area with Underlying Class H Habitat (District 4) 

December 2, 2013 
Page 2 

Mr. Bunting has proposed mitigating an additional 0.25 acres of property by reducing the size of his corral. In 
addition, there are 181 riparian trees that are existing or were already by Mr. Bunting planted on site, this revised 
RHMP will require that Mr. Bunting plant an additional 34 trees in the new area to be restored and 68 shrubs 
throughout the site. 

Recommendation 

The RHMP conforms to the Ordinance and associated mitigation standards and guidelines and, as such, can be 
approved. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Attachments: Exhibit A - Project Location 
Exhibit B - Project Site - Riparian Classification Map 
Exhibit C - Original Riparian Habitat Mitigation Plan 
Exhibit D - Revised Riparian Habitat Mitigation Plan 
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Exhibit A

SCALE 1 : 12,000
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Bunting Residence4001 N. Soldier TrailT13SR16ES30BOS meeting date 10/9/12
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Exhibit B

SCALE 1 : 4,800
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Patricia Gilbert, RFCD
Text Box
Area = 10,679 sq ftArea = 0.25 Acres

Patricia Gilbert, RFCD
Text Box
Tree and Shrub Calculation(0.25 ac * 90 trees)* 1.5 = 33.75 trees(0.25 ac * 100 shrubs)* 1.5 = 37.5 shrubs34 trees and 38 shrubs is required within this area with the required seeding
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Text Box
FPUP # 11-351RP4001 N. Soldier Trail
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Exhibit D




