


Sunnyside Foundation, Inc.
2238 East Ginter Road
Tucson, Arizona 85706

May 27, 2025
Dear Pima County Board of Supervisors,

As the Chief Executive Officer of the Sunnyside Foundation, | am writing to ask for your support
in the proposed Pima County budget of Pima CommunityShare within the Pima County School
Superintendent's Office.

The Sunnyside Foundation has been a proud partner with Pima CommunityShare for five years
through our Sunnyside CommunityShare (SCS) program. This transformative partnership
serves Sunnyside Unified School District (SUSD), Tucson's second largest school district with
over 12,000 students, 89% of whom are Hispanic/Latino and many from families living below the
federal poverty level on Tucson's historically under-resourced south side.

Through our collaboration with Pima CommunityShare, we have created a nine-month
fellowship program that has impacted 66 PreK-12th grade educators and more than 8,700
students to date. Pima CommunityShare's digital platform and human library of community
professionals are essential components that make our program successful, connecting our
educators and students to caring adults and professional mentors who prepare students for their
future careers, college and life.

I have seen firsthand the deep impact this work has on students and educators. Through SCS, s
students have designed cities of the future powered by renewable energy, explored . 3
sustainability solutions, and developed authentic voices for advocacy and leadership. As one ; )’)
participating student shared, "This could really be the future of humanity. This is stuff that we
might actually suggest and see in our city if we really push for it." Educators report significant
increases in student engagement, social emotional learning, and student understanding of real-
world applications of their learning.

Pima CommunityShare plays a critical role in supporting Pima County's Prosperity Initiative by
connecting students in high-need neighborhoods like Sunnyside with critical educational
opportunities and resources, ensuring they reach adulthood with the skills, tools, and resources
for economic stability. Our partnership directly addresses educational and economic inequities
faced by low-income students of color by cultivating their critical thinking, leadership and
advocacy skills.
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Sunnyside Foundation, Inc.
2238 East Ginter Road
Tucson, Arizona 85706

The two vital Pima CommunityShare budget line items being considered—the full-time
Coordinator position and digital platform access—are absolutely essential to the success of our
partnership and to our students' futures. The Coordinator position is crucial for recruiting the
diverse community partners—scientists, artists, business leaders, county employees, and
higher education staff—who bring real-world learning to life in our classrooms. Without this role,
there would be no one connecting our educator fellows with the professional mentors who make
transformative learning possible.

This partnership has proven its impact across our community and represents a vital investment
in our students, our educators, and our economic future.

| hope we can count on your support for Pima CommunityShare and our shared commitment to
ensuring every student in Pima County is college, career and community ready.

Respectfully,

Clyh ol W, follono

Liz Soltero
Sunnyside Foundation, CEO
esoltero@sunnysidefoundation.org
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Contact Supervisor Rex Scott

Concerns expressed on this form will'be emailed directly:to the office of District 1:and addressed accordingly.

First Name diane

Last Name hall

Address 9305 n raleigh dr

City oro valley

State Arizona 1. .
Zip Code 85704 ’,!

District 1 - Rex Scott {.’,_ /)
District 2 - Dr. Matt Heinz b ‘
District 3 - Jennifer Allen .
District 4 - Steve Christy L
District 5 - Andrés Cano (s

Select a District
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Select a Department Other

Please type the topic or subject of property tax increase proposed in pima county

your concern

Your Message Dear Pima County Board of Supervisors
I live in District 1.
I'm writing to ask you to not increase property taxes to fund affordable housing.
Our property taxes currently increase every year by $100 or more. When we
bought our house in 2013, our property taxes were $1800, now they're over
$2700.
Please consider alternate ways of funding for affordable housing.
With the explosion of Short-Term-Rentals & ADU's, lots of affordable housing has
gone away.
It just doesn't make sense to place the financial burden of affordable housing on
the current tax payers - who are already paying the highest property tax rates in
Arizona.
Please take more time to research alternative ideas to fund affordable housing
besides raising our property taxes.
Thank you,
Diane Hall

Would you like a response? Yes
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