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ORDINANCE 2026 – FC_____ 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE PIMA COUNTY FLOOD 
CONTROL DISTRICT AMENDING THE FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT ORDINANCE 
CHAPTER 16.24 (FLOODWAY REQUIREMENTS) TO AUTHORIZE COMPENSATORY 
STORAGE AS A METHOD FOR PROPERTY OWNERS TO COMPLY WITH THE NO-RISE 
CRITERIA FOR REGULATORY FLOODWAYS. 

 
 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE PIMA COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT, ARIZONA 
FINDS THAT: 

 

1. Section 16.24.020(C) of the Floodplain Management Ordinance of the Pima County Code prohibits 
uses in a federal and local regulatory floodway which “increase the base flood elevations, as 
certified by an Arizona registered civil engineer.” This prohibition is referred to as the no-rise 
criteria; 
 

2. The District recognizes that property owners may demonstrate a proposed project will satisfy the 
no-rise criteria by incorporating permanent features into the project which will compensate for the 
loss of conveyance of floodwaters. This method of demonstration is not specifically authorized by 
the Ordinance; 
 

3. To reduce the regulatory burden on property owners, this ordinance will allow property owners to 
demonstrate compliance with the no-rise criteria by incorporating permanent features into a project 
which will compensate for the loss of conveyance of floodwaters;  

 
4. This ordinance does not create new restrictions on the use of property, and this ordinance is not 

intended to, nor should it be construed to reduce any existing rights to use, divide, sell, or possess 
private real property.

 
 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE PIMA COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL 
DISTRICT AS FOLLOWS: 
 
SECTION 1. Pima County Code Chapter 16.24 is amended as follows:  

 
Chapter 16.24 

FLOODWAY REQUIREMENTS 
… 

16.24.010   Uses allowed in the floodway. 

… 

E.    Flood control structures designed to protect life or property from the dangers or hazards of flood waters 
are permitted provided all other provisions of this title are met. 
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… 

16.24.030 Compensatory Storage for Uses Allowed in the Floodway 

A. A use may be permitted in the floodway if it is allowed under Section 16.24.010 and constructed to 
offset the impact of the development with compensatory storage at a hydrologically equivalent site at a 
ratio of at least 1.5 cubic feet of compensatory storage to 1 cubic foot of encroachment. Permitted 
compensatory features shall: 

1. Be in the immediate vicinity of the development and be proven to eliminate any rise in the BFE, 

2. Provide effective conveyance (i.e. added conveyance due to a proposed feature must continue 
upstream and downstream to properly transition out of and back into the conveyance), and 

3. Be maintained in accordance with a floodplain use permit that incorporates the terms of either a 
maintenance agreement with the local municipality or a recorded covenant that assigns 
maintenance responsibility to the property owner. 

… 

SECTION 2. This Ordinance is effective 30 days from the date of adoption of this Ordinance. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors, Pima County, Arizona, on February 17, 2026. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Jennifer Allen, Chair 
Pima County Board of Directors 
 

ATTEST: 
               
                                                  

 
  Melissa Manriquez, Clerk of the Board 
 

 
 
 
 Eric Shepp, Director and Chief Engineer 
 Pima County Flood Control District 

 

 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
 
 
 Bobby Yu, Deputy County Attorney 
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