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PIMA COUNTY 
HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

To: C.H. Huckelberry 
County Administrator 

MEMORANDUM 

Date: 22 December 2015 

From: Jan Lesh~ IJ t 
Deputy c'm.Jt;Ad'~or 

Re: Recommendation to Adopt Change to Dog licensing Procedures and Fees 
(Pima County Code Chapter 6.04)-Updite .. 

As you may recaH on December 3, 2015, staff reported the plan to present the attached 
ordinance amending Pima County Code 6.04. 

On December 17, 2015, the Animal care Advisory Committee considered the proposal and 
moved to recommend adopting the ordinance with changes to the service dog language. In 
particular, the Committee moved to limit the service dog no fee exception tg altered service, 
dogs. -
The Pima County Attorney's Office opines that the PACCAC proposed service dog language is not 
s:onsistent with Federal Americans wjtb Disabilities Act guidance nor with the State's lntencrecr­
fee waiver for service dogs as outlined in Arizona Revised Statute 11-1008. Though the County 
may not be bound by either of these references, the committee's languag; is also at odds with 
the agreement recently reached with the Arizona Center for Disability. · 

Therefore, staff recommends the County proceed with the service dog language as originally 
written and included in the attached version. 

c: Dr. Francisco Garcia, Director, Pima County Health Department 
Mr. Kim Janes, Administrative Services Manager, Health Department 
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ORDINANCE 2016----

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF PIMA 
COUNTY, ARIZONA, RELATING TO ANIMALS; AMENDING PIMA 
COUNTY CODE CHAPTER 6.04 TO ALLOW ENFORCEMENT OF THE 
COUNTY RABIES VACCINATION REQUIREMENT; AMEND SENIOR 
CITIZEN, SERVICE DOG AND LAW ENFORCEMENT WORKING DOG 
EXEMPTIONS AND SUMINATING CERTAIN UNALTERED DOG 
LICENSE PROVISIONS 

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF PIMA COUNTY, ARIZONA. FINDS THAT: 

1. The Board of Supervisors has authority under A.R.S. §§ 11-251(17), 11-251.05 
and 11-1008 to set dog llcens;ng fees. 

2. Currently, there is no provision that allows Animal Care or law enforcement 
officers to enforce the mandated rabies vaccination provision of the Pima County 
Code. Therefore, it is in the best interest of the County to provide the authority to 
enforce the rabies vaccination provision and update enforcement sections. 

3. It is in the best interest of the County to clarify senior citizen age. 
4. It is in the best interests of the County to update the service dog language and 

add a dog licensing exemption for law enforcement worl<ing dogs. 
5. It is in the best interest of the County to support spay and neuter of cats and 

dogs. Elimlnatlng discounted licensfng fees for unaltered dogs best supports that 
Interest. 

"fHEREFORE.BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF PIMA 
COUNTY, ARIZONA: 

SECTION 1: Section 1 of Ordinance No. 2015-22 and subsections 6.04.050 (A), 
6.04.060 (L) and 6.04.070(8) and (J) of the Pima County Code are amended to read as 
follows: 

CHAPTER 6.04 

ANIMAL CONTROL REGULATIONS 

6.04.050 Enforcement Authority- Disposition of fines 

A. The animal care enforcement officers may iss1:1e eitatieA& fer tR& \•ielatieR ef 
SeetieRB 6,g4,g3g, 6.94.11Q &REI ti.94.1aO ef tli:lie shapter. are authorized to 
enforce the provisions of this chapter and to Issue citations for violations of this 
chacter. 

8.04.080 • Pound fees. 
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L Persons &aecf 65 or older SeAler sitiaR& will receive a ten percent reduction of 
adoption fees. 

6.04.070 • Dog vaccinating, licensing and permitting procedure and fees 
within county limits. 

B. The licensing fees for dogs three months of age or over which are kept within the 
boundaries of the county for at least thirty consecutive days are as follows: 

1. Regular, unaltered dog - sixty dollars. 
2. Regular, altered dog-fifteen dollars. 
3. Dogs declared dangerous or vicious-one hundred dollars. 
41 8eRfeFl818a81eEt &iliaR &WmtFw YR8lteF8d Elag al"'it feyr Eli&88YAteEI de& 
lleeRHB raar l:lewsel:lelEI) aeveRteeR ElallaAS. 
~- Person aged 65 or older&eRiar!disabled citizen owner, altered dog (limit four 
discounted dog licenses per household)- ten dollars • 
.§8. Ucon showing a veterinarian's certificate stating that a doa cannot be altered 
for health reasons - the reaular, altered dog fee will a,pplv. gaga teA yeaAS ef age 
er elder tlfteeR aeffars. 
6. A dog owner with a household income below the federal poverty level is eligible 
for an eight dollar dog licensing fee per altered dog (limit four discounted dog 
licenses per household). 
8. A 9"iEle aag beleAgiRg te a ~YAEi p&f&eR whe is a FesideRt 'l.tMRiR Pima CeYA\y, er 
a Eleg eeFtifieEI, iA 'l.witlAg, as l!leiRg tf:aiReS' te #:le ataRaaN& ef a &a.Mee aRi"'al ~· a 
RatleAal reaagRizeEI aeMae deg IRMAiRg ageRsy l!leleAgiAg te a HJ&jEfeAt t,.'/4thiR Plffla 
CewR\y shall be llaeA&ed pWF6Y&Rt te l:ti& aFtiele ·.·.~awt payiReAt ef a fee. 
7. A service animal. or a doa training to be a service anjmal. as define<f by Arfzona 
Revised Statute section 11-1024 may be licensed under this section without 
pavment of a fee. An aoclicant for a license fee wajver for a service animal must 
sign a written certification that the doa Is a service anjmal. or Is In training to be a 
service animaf. as defined In A.R.S. section 11-1024. The written certification must 
be in sub&tantiallv the same lanauage as in AR.S. section 11-1008(F)(2l. A person 
who makes a false certification und&C this section Is guittv of a petty offense and 
sublect to a fine that does not exceed fifty dollars. 
8. An active working dog belonging to a law enforcement agencv. or an altered 
retired law entorcement working dog, may be licensed under this section without 
oavment of a fee. 
9. Processing/Postage fee per license, one dollar. 

J. Penalty. The owner of any dog who fails to vaccinate &nd license or pennit such 
dog pursuant to this section is gunty of a Class 2 misdemeanor, which Is punishable 
by a fine of not less than one hundred fifty dollars nor more than seven hundred fifty 
dollars, four months in jail, two years' probation, or any combination thereof. No judge 
may grant probation in lieu of, or otherwise suspend, the imposltJon of the minimum 
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fine prescribed herein; provided however that where a violation of this section is 
charged, the fine shall be reduced to seventy-five dollars upon a showing to the court 
of proof of vaccination and licensing or permitting, as is required for such dog, within 
fifteen days of issuance of the complalnt. 

SECTION 2. This Ordinance Is effective 30 days after the date of adoption. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors, Pima County, Arizona, this 
_____ day of 2018. 

Chair, Board of Supervisors Date 

ATTEST: 

Clerk of the Board 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

Deputy County Attorney 
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