
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AGENDA ITEM REPORT 

Requested Board Meeting Date: October 18, 2016 
-----'----------

Introduction/Background: 

Chapter 16.30 of the Pima County Floodplain Management Ordinance No. 2010-FCS (Ordinance) requires mitigation 
when cumulative disturbance of more than 1/3 acre of mapped riparian habitat occurs. If a project site contains 
suitable area(s) for mitigation, restoration , or enhancement, then on-site mitigation is required in accordance with the 
adopted Regulated Riparian Habitat Mitigation Standards and Implementation Guidelines. The Ordinance contains a 
provision for mitigation banking when on-site mitigation is not feasible. All off-site mitigation proposals require Flood 
Control District Board of Directors (Board) review and approval. 

Discussion: 

The owner, Ryan Nielsen, constructed a fence and disturbed more than 1/3 of an acre of Riparian Habitat (RRH) 
without written authorization at the property located at 5018 West Camino De Manana. The property is located within 
a FEMA Flood Hazard Zone mapped as Zone AO -Alluvial Fan 1 and within RRH classified as Xeroriparian Class C 
Habitat. Mr. Nielsen hired Greg Shinn, with GRS Landscape Architects, LLC, to prepare a Riparian Habitat Mitigation 
Plan. The applicant is proposing to mitigate through an in-lieu fee contribution of $1 ,443.61 to the District's mitigation 
bank is based on the ILF Cost Estimate shown on the RHMP. 

Conclusion: 

Acceptance of mitigation banking funds in-lieu of on-site mitigation is allowed under the Ordinance. Contributions to the 
mitigation bank for disturbance of this habitat will provide funds to be used toward purchase of high value resources or 
towards restoration of degraded riparian habitat within Pima County. 

Recommendation: 

The ILF proposal presented conforms with the Ordinance and, as such, the District recommends approval. 

Fiscal Impact: 

$1443.61 
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MEMORANDUM 

DATE: September 14, 2016 

TO: Flood Control District Board of Directors FROM: Suzanne Sh;elds, P.E~ 
Director 

SUBJECT: 

Background 

Approval of a Riparian Habitat Mitigation In-Lieu Fee Proposal for Compliance of a 
Violation Located at 5018 West Camino de Manana Located within Xeroriparian Class C 
Riparian Habitat (District 1) 

Chapter 16.30 of the Pima County Floodpla in Management Ordinance No. 2010-FCS (Ordinance) requires 
mitigation for mapped riparian habitat disturbances greater than 1/3 acre. If a project site contains suitable 
area(s) for riparian restoration, enhancement, or establishment, onsite mitigation occurs in accordance with 
the adopted Regulated Riparian Habitat Mitigation Standards and Implementation Guidelines. The Ordinance 
contains a provision for mitigation banking, when on-site mitigation is not feasible. All offsite mitigation 
proposals require Flood Control District Board of Directors (Board) review and approval. 

Report 

Property owner, Ryan Nielsen, constructed a fence without a permit on his the property located at 5018 
West (amino De Manana (Exhibit A) and the Regional Flood Control District (District) began a compliance 
enforcement action against Mr. Nielsen. Additional investigation revealed that Mr. Nielsen also disturbed 
more than 1/3 of an acre of Regulated Riparian Habitat (RRH) by removing native vegetation, including the 
understory and placing decomposed granite landscaping rock. The property is located within a FEMA Flood 
Hazard Zone mapped as Zone AO - Alluvial Fan 1 and within RRH classified as Xeroriparian Class C Habitat 
(Exhibit B). 

Mr. Nielsen hired Greg Shinn, with GRS Landscape Architects, LLC, to prepare a Riparian Habitat Mitigation 
Plan (RHMP) (Exhibit C). Mr. Shinn's field investigation revealed that previous owners had planted native 
riparian vegetation of which 24 native trees and 80 native shrubs could be applied towards the current 
required mitigation for the violation. 

The applicant is proposing to mitigate the remaining requirement through an in-lieu fee contribution of 
$1,443.61 to the District's mitigation bank. This value is based on the ILF Cost Estimate shown on the RHMP 
prepared by Mr. Shinn. 

Recommendation 

Acceptance of mitigation banking funds in-lieu of onsite mitigation is allowed under the Ordinance. 
Contributions to the mitigation bank for disturbance of this habitat will provide funds to be used toward 
purchase of high value resources or towards restoration of degraded riparian habitat within Pima County. 

Attachments: Exhibit A- Project Location 
Exhibit B - Project Site - Riparian Classification Map 
Exhibit C- Mitigation Banking In-lieu Fee Proposal 
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