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November 18, 2014 

Board of Supervisors Contingency Allocation for 
Major League Soccer Pre-season Training 

Last year, the Board of Supervisors allocated $280,000 for economic incentives to attract 
Major League Soccer (MLS) Pre-season teams to stay in hotels and resorts that pay a 
County Bed Tax. A May 7, 2014 report on these efforts and the results of MLS Pre­
season training was prepared by Visit Tucson and is attached (Attachment 1) for your 
information. 

Of the funding allocated, only approximately $190,000 was actually spent for this 
purpose. 

Visit Tucson and FC Tucson see additional value in continuing this program for 2015. I 
previously communicated with them regarding the County's allocation and advised the 
allocation would be no more than that spent last year, or $190,000. Visit Tucson has 
agreed to supplement this funding with $50,000. 

Also attached is an October 23, 2014 report (Attachment 2) regarding the teams' length of 
stay and recommended economic incentive for locating in a hotel or resort that pays 
County Bed Tax. This report indicates that only one team will likely stay within the 
Tucson City limits (the Marriott University Park Hotel); hence, the $20,000 tentatively 
allocated for this team will not be paid from County contingency funding. It must be paid 
from an allocation by the City of Tucson, another source, or not at all. 

The report also discusses marketing of Pima County and Tucson through the Desert 
Diamond Cup and other activities that revolve around MLS Pre-season training activities. 
One that is somewhat disappointing is the inability to create a youth soccer event in 
conjunction with MLS Pre-season Spring Training Camps. I have communicated with both 
FC Tucson and Visit Tucson that if this camp is not developed and implemented for 2016, 
continued County funding for these economic incentives will be in jeopardy. 

Visit Tucson and FC Tucson have been valuable partners in advancing soccer awareness at 
the Kino Sport Complex and enhancing the visibility of Tucson and Pima County in regional 
metropolitan areas outside of Arizona. For this reason, I recommend the Board continue 
this program for 2015 MLS Pre-season training activities conducted at the Kino Sports 
Complex. 
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Recommendation 

I recommend the Board of Supervisors allocate a maximum of $190,000 from the 
Contingency Fund to Visit Tucson for the promotion of 201 5 Major League Soccer 
preseason training at the Kino Sports Complex in Pima County. 

Respectfully submitted, 

C.H. Huckelberry 
County Administrator 

CHH/anc - November 5, 2014 

Attachment 

c: Hank Atha, Deputy County Administrator for Community and Economic Development 
Chris Bartos, Director, Stadium District 
Brent DeRaad, President and CEO, Visit Tucson 
Greg Foster, Managing Member, FC Tucson 




























