From: rsorrels

Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2013 4:34 PM
To: District3; Sarah Walters; COB_mail B
Cc ;
Subject: Placement of transfer station. v 3

L.
Categories: Blue Category W

Ms. Bronson,

I think it is accurate to state that most of the citizens of Ajo feel that the entire solid waste debacle was decided upon
long before anyone inquired as to how it would affect Ajo and all of western Pima County. We understand that we are a
long way from where the County concentrates its resources, and we also recognize that collectively we are small in
number relative to the suburbs of Tucson. Nevertheless, we are citizens. We work, live, vote, pay taxes, all in this county.

Most of us acknowledge that it is reascnable that we pay for our garbage and dump service. Given that no one likes
taxes, this becomes inevitable though it will be hard on some of Ajo's families. For sure everyone in town will now hoard
their trash until they have a car or truck full before taking it to dump. Mr. Huckleberry's decision to close the Ajo landfill
is deeply resented here as no matter what political platitudes are passed our way, it is clear that we were never
consulted nor our opinions given any weight in this decision. It was announced, then a meeting was called to justify it.
We find it odd and amusing that Mr. Huckleberry acknowledges that our situation is different but wonder just how long
it has been since he visited this part of the county that also helps to pay his salary.

The siting of the transfer station can not be done without the iiitimateinvolvement of this commiunity. Simply dropping
it in the state/county road yard where it abuts two parts of our community, next to the high school ball park and just
down the road from our schoaols is not acceptable. At the very minimum it could be placed at the current dump site. Yes,
you'd have to run power, but with all the money you are saving this shouldn't be a major problem. The transfer station
generates traffic, waste, pests, oder, noise, etc. It can not be allowed to degrade the quality of our life here in Ajo.

Please understand that while 1 only speak for myself, 1 know for a fact this community is passionately concerned about
yet another decision being crammed down our throats. A decision that will benefit the profitability of your contractor,
but does not address any of our concerns. The transfer station cannot be placed in the road yard. 1t is time for County
staff to actually come up with viable solutions for the problem that you have created by closing the dump. Of course you
could continue to operate the dump, but then that is too direct and simple of an answer.

Robert Sorrels ]
301 E. 2nd Ave. CLERK'S HOTE:
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mari kaestle

From: “mari kaestle” < P .
Date: Sunday, July 07, 2013 12:14 PM
To: "COB_Mail@pima.gov."

Subject: ajo solid waste transfer station

To: the clerk of the board

Re: (ajo) pima county solid waste ordinances

as a resident of ajo, | protest the proposed location of the new transfer station.

By suggesting a location in close proximity to the public school, the sheriff's

department, the ajo historic plaza, and the eastside residential community, the

county is being disingenuous about the environmental and economic impact of

such a facility.

the cost of developing electrical and water infrastructure on the current landfill

site is cited as the reason for the decision. what about the cuality of life costs to

aio?

this community has struggled with economic malaise for nearly 30 years. recently,

because of combined efforts of the residents, and private and public

organizations, ajo is developing a new economy based to a large extent on

tourism. our proximity to major ecotourism destinations, our clean, fresh air,

quiet days and nights, and small town charm are very appealing to tourists,

retirees...and totally beloved and cherished by residents. things are still very

fragile-here. a odorous, toxic, waste station located in the center of town could _
tip the scales back into negative growth and development. ;
is that a plus for the county over the long term? i
it seems that only short term zoals matier to the board of supervisors...and the
life of our community matters not at all. ,
| believe the new facility must be placed on the existing landfill site. most -
importantly, the entire ajo community should have a chance to speak

and decide about this issue...which means delaying action until the return of
winter residents who are nearly 50% of the population. o
thank you, o

b Sl

the businessman who will operate the waste facility claimed at the most recent
meeting that he makes no
money on re-cycling. that's a crock.
CLERK'S NOTE: "=
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Quality, Affordable, Local Health Care
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Desert Senita Community Health Center

April 24, 2013

Sharon Bronson
Pima County Supervisor, District 3
District3@pima. gov

Dear Ms. Bronson:

The purpose of this letter is to express the concern of the Desert Senita Board of Directors
regarding the planned closure of the landfill located in Ajo. As you know, Ajo is a small town of
approximately 3500 people in an isolated and remote part of Pima County. Even though there
will be an option for residential refuse, the closure of the landfill leaves the commercial and

some of the residential aspects of Ajo wanting,

Our understanding is; afier the landfill closes residents will have the option of taking their
household garbage to a transfer station where it will be compacted and trucked to a secondary
location, most likely in Tucson, for disposal. This will involve a fee, which may be an issue for
our very low income area, and will not accept ‘“Non-household refuse”.

We foresee two separate problems. First we have hundreds of square miles of open desert
all around Ajo and insufficient law enforcement resowrces to stop people from using the desert
for a “free dump”. Second, what will residents do with their *Non-household” refuse such as:
refrigerators, tree trimmings, old roof tiles, construction/rernodel materials, old tires, engine oil,
old paint, etc....? At present, there is NO apparent option for these types of items. They will
either end up as poliution in the desert or sitting in the yards of residences, causing a public
health or fire hazard.

Next, and just as important, Ajo has local businesses, e.g.: Health Center, Olsen’s
Grocery, Ajo Unified School District, and many Small Businesses /employers. What will these
businesses do with their refuse? Particularly large items, such as pallets, containers, construction
materials etc... Additionally, the local landfill currently handles all of the biological refuse from
the Pima County Animal Care Center. This biological refuse includes deceased animals, road
kill, and euthanized critters taken to the Pima County Animal Care Facility. What will be done
with this obvious health hazard if not accepted at the proposed, “Transfer Station”?

To our understanding the closest option for Pima County refuse, will be over 120 miles
away in the Tucson area. Tucson is just physically too far to haul Ajo garbage to for disposal in
an economically effective way. Desert Senita Cornmunity Health Center (DSCHC) is the sole
provider of medical, dental, bebavioral health, and pharmacy services in Western Pima County.
DSCHC provided over 13500 medical/dental visits in 2012 for 2964 individual community
members. Additionally, DSCHC provides much needed behavorial health services and the
DSCHC pharmacy fills more than 3000 prescriptions each month. DSCHC is a non-profit 5§
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h Desert Senita Community Health Center

DSCHC and impede our ability to continue offering the same level of services to the residents of
Western Pima County.

The Board of Directors for Desert Senita Community Health Center urges the Pima
County Board of Supervisors to consider alternative options for Western Pima County. A few
alternatives are: (1) keeping something similar to the services currently offered, but charging a
reasonable fee for disposal; (2) requiring the eompany managing the local transfer station to take
non-household/non-residential garbage for a reasonable fee; and (3) table the decision to close
the Ajo landfill until there is an economically feasible option available for our remote, and very
low income, isolated community. We thank you in advance for your thoughtful consideration of
this vitally important issue to the Ajo town site before finalizing your decision on the proposed
landfill closures in Pima County.

Sincerely,

Desert Senita Community Health Center Board of Directors

Judy Macey-Spaip; President €sar Cardenas, Vi

Dick Ducic, Secretary/Treasurer Vn'g arcia, Director

Y/Zna Gomez Iﬁirector 7U5 Gé'é%as lre;t{c‘;// 55

/ ,.,,;,r.(u/b i

i Sandoval, Direcfor Jaime Kesler, Director
K A S
£ v sz J
Kenneth Mobley, Director ? s

/
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From: Bill

Sent: Wednesday, July 10, 2013 12:04 PM
To: COB_mail
Subject: Solid Waste in Ajo

As a concerned Citizen of Ajo for the past 20 years, | would like the County Supervisors to Slow their pace on the Ajo
Landfill, As a retiree in Civil Engineering | believe the Supervisors acted to quickly in Procuring a Contract at the Landfill,
We now have 2 individuals relocated in other positions in the County here in Ajo and we now have a Multi-Million Dollar
Contract for Solid Waste removal which only are doing the same job, using the same Equipment and adding too the
Burden of our overall Taxes and wasted spending of those tax dollars and we can see no future avenue for our

facilities. We in Civil Engineering were warned 40 years ago that Waste in our country would over take our resources by
2020.

Furthermore, we should remember that our Air Quality isn’t only covered by the County but is also covered by State and
Federal regulations which should be adhered too.

You as Supervisors has only added to our cost by not having a complete plan but a plan as you go for removal of waste in
our Town. Paying is a part of our cost of living and | believe there should be a fee, but some poor people were Born and
have live here and need a break in cost to place their rubbish in the landfill. The largest population (Winter Residents)
can afford a fee. ’

Thank you very much putting this into the Official Documentation to the Pima County Board of Supervisors at their
Meeting which will cover the Solid Waste in the Western Pima County Town of Ajo.

Billie F. Riner | .
200 W. 1% Ave i
Ajo, AZ 85321
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From: thomas rawson

Sent: Wednesday, July 24, 2013 11:47 AM

To: Deb Miller

Subject: Fwd: Pima County Changes Landfill and Transfer Station Operations

Remember this email exchange?
Exactly as | predicted. The project is getting rammed thru regardless of public objection. We all know how this ; =
works. Hold a few public hearings as the law requires. Lull everyone into complacency by saying things like "Nothlngl Lé

going to change right now." Hand over responsibility to a private contractor who has managed to influence our publn Gy
officials {that's you) and let them screw us. This is not going to sit well in the next election.

Tom Rawson e
5 acres :

Begin forwarded message:

From: Deb Miller B B

Date: June 3, 2013 8:49:12 AM PDT

To:

Cc: Ursula Kramer o Dave Eaker
Kiki Navarro <Kiki.navarro@pima.gov>, Jennifer Cabrera <Jennier.Cabrera@pima.gov>
Subject: FW: Pima County Changes Landfill and Transfer Station Operations

Mr. Rawson,

The only change at the Ajo Landfill right now is hours of operation have changed... .they have more days that are open to
Ajo residents (Monday — Friday and 2 day on Saturday). (People need it on WEEKENDS when they are not werking. ).
Also the operation of the landfill is

being managed and operated by TRWS instead of Pima County. (Translated: Washed our hands of it. Now it's TRWS
who screws you. Not us.)

You can still take all your trash to the landfill, just like you have in the past. (for a short period) No decision to close the
landfill and open a transfer station has been made. (It's coming!) No decision to charge a fee has been made and if fees
are assessed

in the future the public will have amble opportunity to express their opmlons {required by law, then ignored) and any fee
charged must (and will) be approved by the Board of Supervisors.

| hope this clears up any misunderstanding and if you have any more questions or concerns please do not hesitate to let
us know.

CLERK'S WOTE:
PERVISORS
Deb Miller CopY 10 8 COUNTY mmsmTOR
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Special Staff Assistant
Supervisor Sharon Bronson
District 3, Pima County
520-724-8051

From: thomas.rawson ~

Sent: Friday, May 31, 2013 9:00 PM

To: Deb Miller

‘Subject: Re: Pima County Changes Landfill and Transfer Station Operations

Typical ram it down your throat bureaucracy. To hell with what the public wants. So much for don't worry nothing is
going to change right away. Another reason not to come to Ajo.

Tom Rawson
5 acres

On May 30, 2013, at 2:41 PM, Deb Miller wrote:

Hello All,

Please see Media Release concerning the Ajo Landfill Operations that was issued this morning.

If you have any questions please let us know or you can call Tucson Recycling and Waste Services at 623-7300.
Have a good afternoon. |

Deb Miller

Special Staff Assistant
Supervisor Sharon Bronson
District 3, Pima County
520-724-8051

From: Beth Gorman
Sent: Thursday, May 30, 2013 10:56 AM
Subject: Pima County Changes Landfill and Transfer Station Operations

Good Morning,

Below and attached is information regarding the upcoming change in operations for the Pima County landfills and
transfer stations. Please feel free to contact me at (520) 724-7446, if you have questions or would like additional
information. ‘

Thank you.

Beth Gorman

Pima County DEQ
724-7446

-<image002.jpg>
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Contact: Beth
Gorman
For Immediate Release
(520) 724-7446; (520) 603-0358
(c) May 30, 2013

Pima County Changes Landfill and Transfer Station Operations

PIMA COUNTY, AZ - On May 14, 2013, the Pima County Board of Supervisors approved the contract for Tucson Recycling
and Waste Services, L.L.C. to provide outsourcing of landfill and transfer station operations. Beginning June 1, 2013, the
contractor will provide solid waste services at the three Pima County landfills, two transfer stations, and two rural
collection centers and continue to accept the same materials that were accepted under County operations. Two rural

collection centers in Lukeville and Why will be discontinued.

Pima County will continue to own the waste collection facilities; and with the new contractor, the County will save an
estimated $250,000 in an annual operating expenses. Benefits associated with the contract include the continuation of
solid waste services at the Sahuarita landfill with the installation of a transfer station after the landfill reaches maximum
capacity in the near future; expanded hours of operation and acceptance of mixed stream recycling at the Ajo landfill;
year-round acceptance of green waste at the Catalina Transfer Station; and continued operation of the Ryan Fie!d

transfer station.

For information regarding solid waste disposal services after June 1, please call Tucson Recycling and Waste Services at

(520) 623-7300.

Hi#

Beth Gorman

Senior Program Manager

Pima County Department of Environmental Quality

33 N. Stone Avenue, 7" floor — DT-BAB7-415

Tucson , Arizona 85701

(520) 724-7446 office please note: phone number has changed
(520) 603-0358 cell

Beth.gorman(@pima.gov

www.deq.piima.gov

www. AlrlnfoNow.org

www. PimaCleanAir.com

Eco Kids Corner is al www.pima.gov/deq




Walter A. Puciata
e 231 F, 41 Ave
Ajo, AZ 85321

i‘_' g ‘-7_:;3, 2013 R

3 e1vk ot the Board R 0 T
< lea Couniy Boaldiof Su crvisors e
[Tucson AZ 85701 =

e 'Daal Iu k oi the Boal d;‘- e

: qed 1ettel to the lea County. Board of Supervisors, attached. -
ng Meetmg on Agust 6th - '

Waltﬁw A Puc1ata
Aftachmems L
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""Wa'it'er‘A 'Pu'fc'iata |
231 E 4% Ave-.
 Ajo,AZ 85321

S 30 W'Congless St
Tucso ' AZ 85701+

| To AH lea Countv Supewxsors,

7 Pnna County is about to estabhsh and nnplnnent new, pnvatlzed Sohd Waste fees
S Lounty Wlde 1nclud1ng for Ajo An A_]O Waste Tta _‘fer Statxon is'alsé bemg ‘considered.

- You may not know thls but unt11 now, there has been no fee to use the AJO ]andﬁll But
i biggest concern is not.the fees themselves, for most people
cetn 1 whar wzl/ happen wth 1/105@ who can!not——or vn!

S not a matte1 ‘of Wheth S

Itt' not this Wlll happen If w111 !zappen because—unhke inan
o “.u1 ban area, one need only It ejust a mile in any dnectlon ‘away from Ajoyand be inthe -
.nnddle of the Deselt unnoticed. Pohcmg w1ldcat dumplng and cleaning up afte1wa1ds is o
- gomg to take a lot of County funds and manpower, And tons of airbourne paper & @
-« plasticwill be blown for milesinevery direction, hangmo from every cactus and thomn
b1 anched tiee Would you yulike fo1 tlns to happen to the beautttul Desert Museum near
L Tueson or near yow home” : o

What 'we WOuld like 'the BOard‘to consider, as a preventative measure, is either eliminate
sothe Solid Waste fee forlow i meome tannnes in AJO o 1educe 1t 50 low, Lnat low iricome
fa;mhes will not Wﬂdcat dump

A for the p1 oposed Sohd Waste T1 anste; station ("“S) Wh*rch Was’ announced to the
_ VWestem Pima Lounty Commumty Council on May 3th, (please see the enclosed/
- attached” pages, showing the'Ajo’ COppel News 1epo1t1ng and the small 1nap showing the
. lgcation of the pr oposed TS) A_]O citizens have already sent: Supe1v1501 Bronson over
7@0 emails about this: We are: strongly y apposed to a Transfer Station being: located
. anywhe]e near or %hool or residential nei ghb01hoods whele famlhes and-children live




' ,and play Would you hke Pnna L,ounty to place a Transfer Stan on in your back yard, as
. is'shdwn in the attached ‘map? Of course not. “We thet efore ur 'ge you to take preventative
- m easutes to mal(e sure thls does NOT happen to ou1 small commumty (Please see

‘.‘.'_:'-vlll ansle jtatlon was announced ‘our commumty has ni been told What that altemate
locatlon W1ll be (“an you unde1 stand how newous‘thls Conntmues to’ make us feel?

v.;;:i;..»;We tr ust that the Boa1d W1l *do,what 1s 11ght1ega1 dtng A_]O We l(now WE are.a Ve1y
-~ small community and SO far 1emoyed from the rest of the County populatlon Please do
- 'not let that fact cause you to 1n anyway neglect us You a1e our elected representatives.

e _Thanl; youfm valau_mg & ltst,ent-ng_ to our s‘n)all Voices.
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ma]or dlsadvantage to bulldmcr multlple facili- Env1ronmental Justice: Consnderahons
= tieg is thatthe difficulties encountered in siting: " During the site:selection process, steps should
ngl S facil "ty can become mult1p1 ed. -be taken to’ ensure th'\l smng dec151ons are not

~The Sltmg'Process and PUbIlC

nlnvolvement .
A 51t1ng process: that includes Qontmuous pub-
_hc partlclpahon is mtegl al to developmg a i
~transfer station. The pubhc mubt bea legltl—-- S
“thate partner in the famhty siting pl’OCEbb tor

_ mtegrate commumty needs and concerns and

“to u\ﬂuence the decxslon makmg p1ocess 2

concerns

.urlzan suburban or TL]l"x] settmg wilk

: a 1ole in: fmal ,alte selechon

Planning and Siting a-Transfer Station 17~




AL, SF= 2

.exanipie's of how to in tegrate-public participa-
tion into the waste management faahty siting
1 and development process: Following are’some
general guidelines for developing and imple-

i mentmé a sxtmg process thati is open to ancl
: mtegrates meanmgfu] publm mput ’

mma

vn : \,ommumty and nubhbmhoud groups.
- v Indust-ry and busmesq repxe:entahves
:n -Civic and pubhc mtelest gxoupq

. I:nvn onmenta] or g"le'mons

| ,Local— and s‘tat(_ e]LLted fo]Cla]b R

.. . Public officials, such as pubhc works
: emplovees“and solid waste pl ofessionals.

R 'Amdenucx b[]h.]t]()nb

A Deogl aph:cal Jepresentatlon
thearea to bL served by the trans-

't]OD shouldseek gender balance and racial
‘dlverswy. Voltnteer participation should also
be solicited. - : :

The commiittee’s 111eeti11g times and dates
must be pianned and sch_edu]éd' to :'faeili tate
attendance:by all committee members and
other members of the public. Therefore, meet-
ing; scheduleb k.hoqu aveld conflicts with

other mnor commumty, Cultun] or IEIIUIOUH
- everits. To encotirage active public participa-
tion, meetings'should be prominently adver-
‘tised in the media in a timely manner and be
* held in facilities accessible to the disabled and
: 1o¢atea on public transportation routes.
-Frequently, afacilitator is hired or appointed
td kee 2l the meetmga focue.ed to minimize the

i 1mportant as addressmo envn onmental‘socml,
and economlc concel ns about the sohd waste _

MdkeheDifference ( EPAS30K p'f'e-‘:-i-‘»
_vides key information citizens require to be

effec velv nwolved nﬁh smhg and- deve]op—
ment process Two other EPA documents Sites

Southern On%arh_j, Communifies.”

Sz E[énnihg" and Siting @ Transfer Station



