


 

 
 

November 18, 2024 
 
To: Jan Lesher, Pima County Administrator 
 
From:  Heath Vescovi-Chiordi, Director, Pima County Economic Development 
 
Re:  Pima County Small Business Commission Awards 
 
 
The Pima County Small Business Commission (SBC) has selected the winners of its annual Small Business of the Year 
awards. The winning businesses this year are: 
 
Forbes Meat Company – Urban, District 2 
Arivaca Mercantile – Rural, District 3 
SARSEF – Nonprofit, District 5 
 
The SBC received 203 nominations for ~107 different businesses throughout the County. The businesses that were 
nominated came from all Supervisor Districts and were well distributed among all districts. 
 
Economic Development staff have been working with Communications staff on not only actively marketing the award 
nomination process, but is also engaged in creative marketing which announced the winners through various social 
media channels. We believe this will lead to increased active engagement in future nomination processes, as well as 
shines a well-deserved light on our small business community across the County.  
 
Attached (Attachment 1) you will find the breakdown of application origins, for reference. 
 
The SBC Awardees will be honored at the December 3, 2024 Board of Supervisors Meeting. Economic Development Staff 
will be in attendance.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Professionally, 
 
Heath Vescovi-Chiordi 
Director, Pima County Economic Development 
 
C:  

Carmine DeBonis Jr., Deputy County Administrator 
Kelle Maslyn, Assistant Director for Strategic Affairs 
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